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The Committee welcomes the 
members who have joined the 
Vintagers with great 
enthusiasm.  We hope to 
make this Club a great 
success and need your 
support and feedback. 
We are gaining momentum 
with membership.  The 
Members are as follows: 
Dave Manly, Len Steel,  
Gordon Byrnes, Jack Wegman 
Nigel Minton, Jon Thomas 
Barrie Webley, Lionel Jessup 
Ron Black, Doug Le Bas 
Wayne Mills, Max Lewis 
Graeme Forbes, John Patritti 
Graham Eames, Brent 
Wilkerson, John Mialls 
Dave Lindner, Alan Simpson 
Ian Thomas, Charlie Grima 
Peter Burke, James Archbold 
Alex Baulch, Alfred O’Neill 
Kevin Miller, Clive Haug, 
David Wilms, Paul Schembri, 
Richard Collier and Harry 
Theodoratos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Although our Club has only 
been incorporated some six 
months, we have already 
conducted three rewarding clay 
target shoots, and have 
planned the Xmas shoot for 9th 
December. We are also quite 
solvent, having accumulated 
some $1600 in member’s 
funds, with currently 34 
financial members on the 
books. 
In relation to the Club 
foundation work I am 
particularly grateful for the 
considerable personal time 
unselfishly provided by Russell 
Pearson, Phil Taylor, Mark 
Brenton, and my partner, 
Judith Kent, as without such 
management, and personal 
skills, this Club would not have 
got off the drawing board so 
quickly.  We have been in 
regular contact with Ray 

Poudrier, the President and 
CEO of the various Vintagers 
chapters scattered over the 
United States of America, who 
has been totally supportive of 
our efforts.  In the USA, the 
Vintagers are becoming a 
major shooting organization, 
and attract the support of such 
organizations as Westley 
Richards, Krieghoff, Hull 
cartridges, Ithaca, Asprey and 
Carrard of London, Merkel, to 
name a few !  Those of you 
who are fortunate to read the 
Double Gun journal, or its 
English magazine 
counterparts, will be quite 
aware of this.  Hopefully, we 
too will become recognised as 
a significant sporting body as 
we mature. 
The concept of a chapter of 
the Vintagers “down-under” is 
not new.  It was simply a 
matter of getting our act 
together.  The late Howard 
Cotchin of Riddles Creek, 
would have been proud of us.  
For those of you who were 
never fortunate enough to 
either know or shoot with 
Howard, well Howard was a 
side-by-side supporter without 
question, and admonished 
anyone recognising or even 
using an under-and-over.  
Howard and myself had 
established a strong affinity in 
that we both used vintage 
Charles Lancaster’s, “wrist-
breakers” as they are known 
with some affection in the 
trade, and also enjoyed the 
use of black powder.  His 
Lancaster was a 16 bore and 
mine is a 12 bore.  A regular 

ADVERTISING 
If you wish to advertise 
your business in the 
Newsletter please note the 
costs are: 
 $5.00 for quarter page, 
$10 for half page and $20 
for full page. 
The Committee feel this 
would contribute to the 
mailing fees and printing of 
the Newsletter.  Please 
forward your advertising 
material either by email 
(judithk@bigpond.com) or 
by fax (9572 0069).
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party of us (to name a few, Bill 
Rutherford, Paul Schembri, 
Gavin Betts, Judith and 
myself), used to set up some 
traps on the Bolinda Vale 
property at Clarkefield, for 
what Howard generally 
referred to as the “simulated 
clay slaughter”.  Entry fee was 
a minimum of 150 clays per 
person for an enjoyable 
afternoon’s entertainment.  
These were all novelty or fun 
style clays, with no scoring.  
Howard’s untimely death 
some 17 months ago naturally 
prevented his vision of a 
Vintagers style club from 
becoming true. 
 
Now that we have achieved 
momentum we intend to keep 
it going.  We even have some 
field excursions under 
consideration in the New 
Year, so that we can 
commune with nature.  These 
will be appropriately timed 
and programmed so that the 
use of black powder will be 
permitted (in view of likely fire 
restrictions), and be close 
enough to Melbourne to 
enable us to get home to our 
comfortable beds at night.   
 
 
Recipe for the Members! 

Braised Wine Pigeons 
 
2 pigeons ½ teaspoon thyme 
60g (2oz) butter salt, pepper 
1 tablespoon oil 1 cup water 
1 small onion 1 chicken stock cube 
1 clove garlic ½ cup dry white wine 
1 rasher bacon 1½ tspn French mustard 
½ cup brown rice  ¼ cup cream 
1 tblspn chopped  2 tspns cornflour 
chives 
Rinse pigeons under cold running 
water, pat dry.  Melt half the 
butter in pan, add peeled and 
finely chopped onion, crushed 
garlic and chopped bacon, cook 
until onion is tender.  Cook rice in 
boiling sated water 30 minutes or 
until tender; drain.  Place onion 
mixture in bowl, add rice, chives, 
thyme, salt and pepper.  Fill 
mixture into pigeons; secure 

opening with toothpicks.  Heat oil 
and remaining butter in pan, add 
pigeons and brown on all sides; 
remove, place in ovenproof dish.  
Add combined water, crumbled 
stock cube, wine and mustard.  
Cover, bake in moderate oven 35 
minutes or until cooked and 
tender.  Remove pigeons; keep 
warm.  Strain stock into 
saucepan; combine cornflour and 
cream, stir into stock, stir until 
sauce boils and thickens, season 
with salt and pepper.  Cut 
pigeons in half, spoon sauce over 
pigeons.  Serves 2. 

 
KEYSBOROUGH SHOOT 

November 2000 
 
Welcome to the first edition of 
Hammers Back.  We recently 
had our second shoot at the 
Keysborough shooting 
grounds.  The morning started 
off at 11am with Graham 
Forbes, Peter Smith and 
others at the Bird Brain 
section.  The different noise, 
the smell and the very 
unusual effects of the black 
powder fascinated the other 
shooters who were at the 
ground. 
 
Some of our club members 
were sporting fine double 
guns in both nitro and black 
powder.  There were 
Cashmore, Hollis, Webleys, 
Powell, Purdeys and many 
others including John Mialls 
fine Barrett hammer gun. 
 
Barry Webley could not be 
stopped when he got his eye in 
at the skeet ground.  Ian 
Thomas, Graham Eames, Jon 
Thomas, Mark Brenton, Jack 
Wigman, Len Steele and many 
others turned up for a shot.  All 
agreed that this shoot was 
better than the previous one, 
we were better organized, and 
going from strength to strength.  
Judith Kent, besides shooting, 
helped prepare lunch with 
Annette Pearson who provided 

a fine meal at the club’s 
expense. 
 
It was encouraging to see 
some members in period dress 
with Graham Forbes leading 
the way.  A trip down to the 
local opportunity shop and you 
can find a vest or hat to put 
you in the 1860 - 1940 bracket.  
We are encouraging members 
to get in the spirit and have 
fun.  John Mialls, a former 
black powder champion, was 
enjoying himself for once as no 
one talked shop with him.  I am 
sure the day would not have 
been as pleasant if it wasn’t for 
the hospitality of Gary 
Raymond, Kerin and the crew 
at the shooting grounds. 
 
As you may or may not know 
our next shoot is on 
Saturday 9th December 2000 
at 11am.  The venue is 
Cranbourne RSL Gun Club, 
Thompsons Rd Cranbourne.  
Melways 130, G10.  We will 
be shooting tower, skeet and 
incoming Flush.  We would 
like you to bring the family 
and a friend.  But please let 
us know how many so we can 
cater for you at the club’s 
expense.  Don't forget your 
vest and/or period dress. 
 
We are running our 
Christmas hamper raffle 
valued at $150 stacked with 
wines a plumb pudding and 
a ham on the bone, all for 
$1.  Tickets will be available 
at the next shoot. 
 
Don't forget to contact Peter 
Smith 0428 332 781, Judith 
Kent 0412 619 226 or Russell 
Pearson 0418580991 about you 
turning up at the next shoot.  
We believe there will be a three 
man team from Bombay 
shooting the incoming flush! 
 
Harry Black. 
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STOP PRESS NO 1!! 
A team of 3 Bombay shooters 
entered the Flush event at 
the Cranbourne shoot, if you 
missed seeing them star then 
wait for the next shoot!! 
 

 
HUNTING RABBITS 

Written by Richard Blome, in his book 
“Gentlemans Recreations 1686”. 

 
“Everyone knows the fecundity 
of this wretched animal, the 
female of which brings forth 
almost every month of the 
year.  Among those of the 
warren, of which alone we 
speak here, the doe brings 
forth five or six times each year 
a litter from two to eight young 
ones.  When she is about to 
kindle, she scratches a further 
hole into the main burrow she 
inhabits about two to three feet 
in length, for the purpose of 
keeping the young in 
separation from the dominant 
buck, fearing he may do them 
harm. 
No sport is more pleasing than 
to hunt rabbits with a sure firing 
fowling piece or a short 
charged light musket, 
especially if one owns a wry 
legged terrier.  As they run in 
terror before the dog, a fine 
shot is presented as they dart 
to the side, and can be bowled 
over when the leading distance 
ahead is learnt.  Never touch 
your piece off unless the rabbit 
is more than two rods ahead of 
the terrier, or a hangfire could 
cause her demise.  If she has 
become a family friend and you 
do not care to risk her well 
being, then tether her and 
distance yourself some way 
and take up position within 
good shot of a warren or run, 
morning and evening is best, 
but they can be shot well in the 
moonlight.  Always remember 
the rabbit is timid and is acute 
of hearing and care must be 
taken to be light with noise.  In 
a warren of good extent, much 

amusement may be procured 
by stopping up all the burrows 
at midnight, at which time the 
rabbits are almost all out to 
fee.  What fright they show 
next morning when they are 
caught out to be taken with 
your musket.  If you are not 
keen to waste powder and shot 
then do not stop up the 
burrows all the way.  Instead 
form large wads of grass and 
sod and stop up the burrows a 
full arms length down the 
holes, then in the light of day 
just reach in and fill your game 
bag.  Although despised as a 
poachers trick it gives the pot 
fine meat, unspiced with lead 
shot. 
There are many other ways of 
killing rabbits but the best way 
to get a rabbit with each 
charge is by lurching.  This is 
best done in fine weather.  The 
sportsman lays behind cover 
near a warren or up a nearby 
tree where he can shoot them 
to great advantage.  Or a ferret 
may be put into the burrows, 
and the rabbits shot as they 
bolt out, but this is so rapid a 
motion that great quickness of 
shot will be necessary, and as 
a rabbit is much faster over the 
first 20 rods than a hare, shoot 
well before him or you will 
miss.” 
 
 
 
 

Hammer Guns 
 
Did you Know ? 
 
Some of the biggest personal 
bags of grouse on record 
have been made in a single 
day using black powder 
hammer guns include: 

• Lord Walsingham 
(born 1843, died 1919), 
shooting alone, 30th 
August 1888, at 
Blubberhouse, 1070 
birds.  Four guns and 
two loaders.  Twenty 
drives with forty drivers 
being employed.  The 

four guns used were all 
12 bore central fire 
hammer guns, cylinder 
bored, 30” barrels by 
Purdey.  Number 1 was 
Damascus barrelled 
built in 1866, and 
subsequently converted 
from pin to central fire.  
Number 2 & 3 were a 
Damascus barrelled 
matched pair built in 
1870.  Number 4 was 
Whitworth steel 
barrelled built in 1888.  
The cartridges used 
were loaded by 
Johnson & Son 
(gunmakers) of 
Swaffham.  Those used 
in the down-wind drives 
contained 31/8 drams of 
Hall’s black powder 
(Field B Grade) to 11/8 
ounce of number 5 
Derby shot.  Those 
used in the up-wind 
drives (where the birds 
are slower), contained 
only 3 drams of black 
powder and 11/8 
ounces of shot. 

 
• Sir Frederick Milbank, 

one of a party of six, 
20th August 1872, at 
Wemmergill Moor, 728 
birds.  Three guns and 
two loaders.  Eight 
drives (total bags for the 
day, 2070 grouse).  The 
three guns used were 
all 12 bore pin fire, 
repeat, “pin fire”, by 
Westley Richards, and 
the cartridges were 
loaded with 2¾ drams 
of black powder and 7/8 
ounces of number 6 
shot. 

Reference  
• “Land and Water” 19th 

October 1888 
• “Experts on Guns and 

Shooting” by G.T. 
Teasdale-Buckell 
published 1900 

• “Shooting” by Lord 
Walsingham and Sir 
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Ralph Payne-Gallwey 
published 1892 

 
 

STOP PRESS NO. 2 
Watch for the article in the 

next issue of Feathers & 
Furs.  Some members can’t 

help themselves!!!! 
 
 

“Tracing a Westley Richards” 
(By Peter J Smith) 

 
Firstly, I will describe this 
particular game gun.  It is a 
best quality, snap action, 12 
bore, 30” Damascus double 
barrel pinfire, by Westley 
Richards, serial number 10978.  
The proud original owner, 
(whom I will tell you about as 
you read further), took delivery 
of it on 11 July 1865.  It was 
built incorporating some 
unusual, innovative, and quite 
unique features for the time.  
There is a thumb operated top 
lever which causes a wedge-
shaped retainer to disengage 
the slot in the doll’s head 
extension projecting from, and 
brazed to, the top breech ends.  
It is fitted with bar-locks 
(forward action) which is most 
unusual in a pinfire, as with 
isolated exceptions, they were 
only built and fitted with back 
action locks.  The highly 
figured walnut stock is “bar-in-
wood”, where the wood not 
only comes forward under the 
locks, but also covers the 
hinge bolt with a wooden joint 
(commonly called a “crab 
joint”).  Another feature is that 
the bottom breech ends of the 
barrels were left rounded and 
not finished with the customary 
flats.  These rounded breech 
ends bed down on a similarly 
rounded action body.  Gun 
number 10978 is the No. 2 gun 
of a matched pair, and this in 
itself is regarded as somewhat 
unique, as pairs of pinfires are 
comparatively rare. 

It is indeed most fortunate that 
the Westley Richards archives 
have survived, and accordingly 
that they were able to confirm 
that my No. 2 gun, serial 
number 10978, along with its 
pair, 10977, was delivered to 
none other than the 3rd Earl of 
Bradford on 11 July 1865. 
 
So who was the 3rd Earl of 
Bradford? 
 
Orlando George Charles 
Bridgeman, the 3rd Earl of 
Bradford, was born on 24 April 
1819, at the 22000 acre family 
estate known as Weston Park, 
in Shropshire.  The estate, 
which can be dated back to 
1725, is still in the family and is 
now the venue for game fairs, 
driven game bird shoots, and 
the like.  Orlando was 
educated at Harrow and at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he graduated in 1840 
with his Master of Arts.  
Orlando also achieved the 
following in public life: 
• Captain of the Salopian 

Yeomanry from 1844 to 
1869; 

• Vice-Chamberlain of the 
Royal Household for the 
years 1852, 1858 and 
1859; 

• Succeeded to Earldom, 
following the death of his 
father on 22 March 1865; 

• Lord Chamberlain of the 
Royal Household for the 
years 1866 to 1868; 

• Master of the House to the 
Queen from 1874 to 1880, 
then in 1885 and 1886; 

• His horse, “Sir Hugo”, won 
the English Derby in 1892. 

Orlando died on the 9 March 
1898 and was considered to be 
a great sportsman and 
particularly devoted to hunting.  
He kept diaries of his tallies but 
they have not been made 
public.  Hopefully, one day, I 
will have the opportunity to 
read them. 
Orlando was totally involved 
with the pomp and etiquette of 
Victorian court life, and no 

doubt would have been a guest 
on many Royal shooting 
parties.  Could it be that his 
decision to order the pair of 
pinfire Westley Richards was 
the result of an affinity for 
H.R.H. Prince Albert Edward, 
Prince of Wales’, Westley 
Richards pinfire, serial number 
10106, delivered in June 
1863?  A photograph taken in 
1867 is in existence of Orlando 
with a shooting party hosted by 
H.R.H. Prince Albert Edward, 
and the gun that Orlando is 
holding appears  to be a bar-in-
wood.  Could this be the 
Westley? 
Unfortunately and sadly, we 
will never know, but what is 
known is that the Prince is 
holding a Purdey. 
I have taken my much loved 
Westley (which, incidentally, is 
still very original and tight 
despite 133 years of use), out 
in the field, and even managed 
to score one duck and two 
pheasants. 
 

Trading Post Notice 
 

A Trading column will be 
created in the next newsletter.  
Members wishing to place an 
ad in this “corner” (at no cost) 
to sell firearms, please provide 
serial no and licence no. etc to 
Judith Kent either by Fax No 
9572 0069 or email 
judithk@bigpond.com 
 
 

NEXT SHOOT 
 

The next shoot will be held in 
February 2001.  A flyer will be 
mailed out to members with 
details.  The Committee is in 
the process of organising the 
program of events. 
 
HAMMERS BACK AND HAPPY NEW 

YEAR! 


