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The committee welcomes David Jenke, Andrew 
“Max” Lee, Ian Hepworth, Neil Falconer and Greg 
Menzies who have both joined the Vintagers 
since the last issue of Hammers Back. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mildew demonstrating 
Firearm Safety 

 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Report 
If you ever want to experience the pomp, 
etiquette, and ceremony, of an Edwardian 
British aristocracy weekend shooting party from 
your armchair, then you must get a copy of the 
video cassette “The Shooting Party”.  The 
setting is October 1913, and the characters 
portrayed are the elite, the pillars of Edwardian 
society.  James Mason plays the leading role 
as Sir Randolph Nettleby, the whimsical 
aristocrat who is to host a mixed bag of guests 
at his countryside estate (complete with a bar-
in wood hammer thumb-hole opener by 
Purdey?).  Edward Fox plays Lord Hartlip, the 
“best shot in all England” (complete with a pair 
of side-lock ejectors).  There are some intense 
driven pheasant scenes, and superb shooting 
sound effects. 
Holland and Holland also produce some 
excellent videos, “Sporting Clay Shooting”, and 
“Game Shooting” to specifically name two.  Ken 
Davies the Chief Instructor for the Holland’s 
Shooting School, covers all aspects in detail to 
help the viewer progress to a sound and 
consistent technique.  Here too, the sound 
effects are superb. 
We have received confirmation that Russell 
Wilkin, the Technical Director-Gunmaking for 
Holland and Holland, will be in Australia for a 
brief visit during April, and with this in mind, 
Judith Kent has planned a Holland and Holland 
business luncheon on Friday 19th April 2002, 
followed by a traditional shoot/luncheon on 
Sunday 21st April.  Naturally, everyone is 
invited to both venues, including your guests.  
We will post you a flyer outlining more specific 
arrangements and details closer to the April 
dates.  The luncheon and the follow-up shoot 
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are regarded as the two most important social 
events on our calendar, and should not be 
missed.  Last year, Russell gave an informative 
and interesting address on proofing and the 
role of the Proof Houses, wall thicknesses, and 
non toxic shot issues.  This year, Russell has 
not exactly decided on the topic, but it will be 
firearm related. 
There is even some serious consideration 
being given by a couple of our members to 
travel to New York in September 2002 and 
compete in the Vintage World Cup titles.  Does 
anyone else have an interim expression of 
interest? 
Our maiden shoot for the new-year at the 
Cranbourne RSL Gun Club (Sunday 17th 
February) was an enormous success.  Even 
the weather was kind to us for once!  This was 
the first occasion on which we had conducted a 
shoot that was not fully catered for, and 
consequently, we were somewhat 
apprehensive about attendance figures.  Our 
concerns were short lived in that we attracted 
47 members and guests, who set up their 
tables, chairs, and picnic baskets under the 
pergola.  In keeping with tradition, the high 
tower, throwing oscillating (both vertical and 
horizontal) targets, proved yet again that it was 
regarded as the most popular layout.  
Interestingly with the tower, the black powder 
guns (from memory, the side lever Dougal, the 
Joseph Lang, and the Davis, to name three) 
were more than able to hold their own with the 
more modern counterparts.  Our current 
Vintage Cup Down-Under champion, Peter 
McCraith demonstrated that he had not lost any 
form since winning the title; Mark Brenton, the 
current Black Powder champion, surprised all 
by bringing his Boswell nitro ejector out of 
retirement; and Shirley Beaumont, the current 
Ladies champion, delighted her visiting 
overseas parents with some skilful second 
barrel shots on the high tower. 
Sincere thanks to Judith, Russell, Annette, and 
Mark, for attending to all the administrative 
functions and trapping requirements, and to 
Sam for allowing us to use the Cranbourne 
grounds.  Magnificent cars, the Alpha and the 
classic V12 Ferrari, together with more classic 
doubles that we had not had the pleasure of 
seeing before (a mint cased Purdey, a Darne, a 
Davis, and a Greener) complimented the day. 

I mentioned earlier that we have planned to 
conduct our next shoot on Sunday 21st April, to 
compliment Russell Wilkin’s visit.  This shoot 
will follow the format of our traditional catered 
luncheon shoots.  Having said that, and in view 
of what we are targeting as a record 
attendance, we are looking for volunteers to 
assist with the cooking/food preparation 
arrangements.  A couple of our Club members 
have already put their names forward, and if 
anyone else can assist, would you please 
contact Russell Pearson on 0418 580991, at 
your earliest convenience.  Russell has taken 
on the honoured role as Head Chef and will be 
orchestrating the menu and nibbles. 
On a final note, for some 4+ years now I have 
been happily associated and recognised with 
the relatively new company Victorian Arms, 
formally known as Victorian Arms Supplies.  
However, as from Friday 22nd February, my 
association with Victorian Arms will cease to 
continue.  I will, however, be developing and 
continuing my interests within the firearm 
related industry.  Should you wish to contact 
me on any Club related matter or personal 
issue during normal business hours, then 
please do not hesitate to call me 0428 332 781. 
 
That’s all for now.  Hammers Back!!!! 
 
 

2001 Vintage Cup Down-Under Champion 
Peter McCraith 
Open letter from Peter 

 
“26/12/2001 

Glen Iris 3146 
To Dear Pete, Judith, and that lovable rascal 
Phil Taylor, and all Vintagers. 
 
I know this letter is long overdue, but here 
goes. 
I must first express my deep appreciation and 
honour of receiving both the Sash and beautiful 
cartridge case and my name to be engraved on 
the Vintage Cup.  To put it mildly it was one hell 
of a surprise.  I was flabbergasted and I’m sure 
it was a devious plan by the three characters 
named above.  As for a fortnight or so before 
they kept saying “you are coming down to 
Frankston aren’t you?”  Bless them! 
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Actually, that very morning I did have a bit of a 
turn health-wise and didn’t intend to go.  But 
after a full charge of pain tablets I decided I 
would be much better off talking to Shooters 
and admiring some great English Guns. 
The first thing I must do is to apologise to my 
fellow shooters when at the Flush shoot at 
Cranbourne the other meeting I apparently shot 
some of my fellow shooters’ birds. 
The reason for this is I am completely gun deaf 
(no-one wore ear protection in the early days) 
and while I could hear Mark calling out our 
names it was audible, to myself, but later on I 
think he only called out numbers 1, 2, 3 etc. I 
never heard him.  All I could make out was 
close your guns and shoot, and for me once in 
a long time I was taking the birds well out in 
front.  (I must have struck form like when I was 
about 25 years old) and Pat Batchelor who was 
loading for me kept going.  It wasn’t her fault.  
Once again fellow Shooters I am so sorry if I 
got out of turn, as I am not in the habit of 
shooting other Shooters’ birds. 
When I got to 36 straight Mark advised me it 
was over (just as well).  Perhaps Judith will 
allow me a little space to relate some 
experiences during my early introduction to the 
Shooting Sport. 
When I was about 14 years old (about 1941 to 
44-45 etc) My cousin Jack McCraith invited me 
out to the Coburg Gun Club.  When I eventually 
got there Jack took me up to the 12 yard mark 
(DTL) showed me what to do whereupon I shot 
8 out of the 10 birds.  Anyhow Jack was 
apparently pleased and gave me Browning 
Serial No. 319.  I would indicate at that time 
Live Pigeon Shooters and a few field shooters 
weren’t apparently keen on Clay Pigeons, but I 
suppose that had all changed.  Then I said to 
Jack I will clean your gun for you, (K Grade 
Browning) whereupon I proceeded to pour oil 
liberally all over the stock, action and barrels.  
Jack took one look and laughed and said look 
what he has done to my gun.  I didn’t know 
anything about cleaning the bores out.  I’d 
never handled a shotgun before!  Jack 
McCraith won the Champion of Champions 
later in about 1951.  He shot 98 from 100 at 
Burwood Gun Club.  I think he had over 80 
championships to his credit. 
In those days the only Under & Over guns I can 
recollect was Jack’s Browning and Keith Veall 

who shot a Beretta.  When I arrived home the 
night from Coburg Gun Club complete with 
Browning 319 and Leg of Mutton case my 
father rang Jack about accepting the gun and 
Jack said its just his and that’s that! 
I have seen the great Calrossie shoot with his 
Greener when he was 70 years old.  Terrific 
second barrel shot.  He won the Worlds Live 
Pigeon shoot in Monte Carlo, I think about 
1928 (I could stand corrected about the year).  
There is a famous photo of Cal shooting quail 
at Cranbourne with his pet fox and pointer on a 
bird.  He used to board the fox in the 
Melbourne Zoo when he went shooting 
overseas. 
Back to the Melbourne Gun Club at Tottenham.  
I shot there on a few occasions, and one 
Saturday being young and naïve went to pick 
up Keith Veall’s 26” barrel Boss off the rack 
and all hell broke loose!  Don’t you touch any 
bloody guns unless you ask.  I’ve never 
forgotten that lesson. 
Now to Fred Shearer (Top Gunsmith) I think 
Fred and I shot live pigeons and clays about 
the same era.  Fred told me not long ago when 
the shoot at Tottenham had finished.  He and 
perhaps some others went behind the Club 
which in those days was full of rocks and 
thistles.  Fred used to shoot grasshoppers!  I 
mean sometime to ask Fred what the bag limit 
was? 
Now another great friend of mine Wayne Mills 
who owns little “Remy” a Brittany Spaniel 
whom I have the privilege of walking once a 
week.  Wayne is sometimes a little forgetful 
and apparently one duck opening he must have 
had a hot spot.  He is pulling cartridges out 
right and left from his cartridge bag, he pulls 
the right barrel on a blackie, and click is all he 
gets from the gun.  (Hell he says whats wrong 
now?)  He opens the gun and out ejects 
beautifully a Peppermint Roll!  That’s my 
Wayne a good friend and character. 
Now to another two good friends of mine.  Keith 
and Pat Batchelor.  Keith is a very clever and 
kind person.  Knowing I’d had a spinal fusion (I 
do not recommend it).  The doctors said I 
probably would never shoot again!  Being in 
constant pain Keith designed and made me a 
felt lined jig that is clamped on the kitchen 
table.  It holds the barrels at the right height 
which allows me to stand upright instead of 
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stooping down to scrub out the bores.  This I 
can now do with a minimum of pain.  Thanks 
Keith.  We will have to patent it! 
Last but not all, in about 1957 I paid off my first 
English Double.  It was in McEwans (they sold 
guns and Myers too!)  It was a Webley and 
Scott Model 2 (not the standard 700).  It had 
full fine scroll engraving.  Case hardened action 
complete with file cut rib and a dropper point 
exhibition grade stock.  £120.12.6.  There was 
a higher grade Model 1 which cost £181.  It 
must have been a beauty but I never had the 
pleasure of seeing one. 
I shot I think at the last live bird shoot at Frank 
Tubbs at Truganini just off Geelong Road and 
shot 8 pigeons straight with the little Webley & 
Scott.  I wish I still had the little gun!  I must 
also mention a little fellow Teddy Myer (Take 
note Mark from Boronia) who used to shoot a 
black powder load.  It must have been a pretty 
stiff one as Teddy, all four foot six of him left 
the ground completely one foot high, but the 
trouble was so much smoke and flame exited 
from those barrels, it completely obscured the 
traps and no one including Teddy knew 
whether he had downed the bird or not! 
If you will bear with me for a little moment 
fellow shooters, I would like to hark back to the 
good old days middle 1940s, 50s and 60s.  I 
remember clearly one night about 8pm my 
brother Leon and self and Curley Retreiver 
were coming home from a days shooting.  We 
had just turned into the road in Albert Park 
Lake when Leon spots a blackie sitting on the 
bank.  Out of the car jumps Leon with 
Harrington & Richardson and looses off a shot 
with the 12 bore, and has the affront to miss it 
about 15 yards away!  We did move briskly 
along as the echoes of the shot died away. 
We used to catch the 8am train to Bacchus 
Marsh carrying our rifles under our arms from 
Caulfield to town.  No one even gave us a 
second look.  On boarding the train by the time 
we got to Laverton my other brother Max 
started to get geared up.  Double row .22 Rifle 
belt complete with a Harrington & Richardson 
nine shot pistol in holster tied down on the right 
side.  Prima knife tied down on left side, then 
also around his waist a 12 bore cartridge belt 
(full) and shotgun all set to go in time to alight 
at Passran Station (one before Bacchus 
Marsh).  He did look like a bandido but who 

cared?  These were the good days.  Imagine 
little Johnnie Howard having a fit.  Then very 
last but not least the day Laurie Fraser and 
myself missed the train at Passran and hailed it 
down before Melton.  The driver stopped the 
train gave us a wave and on board we got 
complete with a belt full of rabbits and rifles. 
Well after all that I had better finish or Judith 
will pattern me. 
Once again thanks all. 
Yours humbly 
Peter McCraith.” 
 
 

Random (but interesting) extracts from 
the Gun Clubs’ Association of Victoria 
quarterly magazine of September 1927 
[the price was 1/6, (15 cents), and covered 
64 pages!] 
 
Wild ducks, Teal, Coots, Wood Ducks, could be 
taken from 15th February to 30th April.  Bag limit 
set at 25 birds for each shooter on opening 
day, and 15 birds on every subsequent day. 
Open season existed on the Stubble, Brown, 
and painted Quail.  Closed season on the 
Californian Quail. 
The Melbourne Gun Club advertised a £5000 
(that’s correct, $10000) handicap at live 
pigeons to be shot 3rd July to 8th July 1928.  
The event was for 25 birds off 23 to 33 yard 
rise; three misses and you retire 
unconditionally; single nomination £20 ($40); 
miss first bird but may re-enter on payment of 
£15 ($30).  First prize was £3000, second 
£750, third was £350.  Lower denominations for 
the next five places. 
(It was won in 1927 by S Reseigh from 
Laen,(never heard of it?) who shot 26/26, 
followed by S Grant from Meredith (Vic.) who 
shot 25/26, and R Ilett  from Colac (Vic.) who 
shot 15/25). 
Turner Bros of Swanston Street Melbourne 
were advertising the Erskine Studebaker Royal 
Six Tourer at £298 ($596), and the Sedan at 
£363 ($726). 
Jas. Hannah, a farmer, of Stockyard Hill, is 
recorded in April 1909 as having fired into a 
flock of sparrows leaving a haystack, and 
subsequently accounting for 68 dead birds.  He 
used No. 10 shot. 
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J.M. Allan, the President of the Melbourne Gun 
Club, is recorded as making the world’s record 
break at live birds from extreme back marks, at 
Warrnambool, Victoria, in January 1927.  The 
sequence was 85 straight kills, many of them 
from 35 and 38 yard rise.  Mr Allan used an 
American double “Ithaca” supplied by Keep 
Bros. And Wood Pty. Ltd. of Batman Street, 
West Melbourne.  (That certainly should 
impress our American counterparts.) 
Specific rules in relation to pigeon, galahs, 
sparrow, or starling shooting were revised in 
November 1920.  Extracts are 
• “A shooter may hold the gun in any position 

he pleases.” 
• “No guns except breech-loaders of a bore 

size larger than No. 12 shall be used.” 
• “The breech of the gun must not be closed 

until the shooter is on his mark and the 
trapper is behind the shooter.” 

• “The maximum charge of shot shall be 1¼ 
oz. avoirdupois.  No wire cartridges to be 
used and no concentrators or other 
substance mixed with the shot.  No shot of 
a larger size of No. 5 shall be used in any 
match whatever.” 

• “The bird must be on the wing before shot 
at.” 

 
 

Amnesty 
Important Notice 
 
The Victorian Police, Licensing Services 
Branch, has requested us to remind all 
members that the Firearms Amnesty will end at 
midnight on 26th February 2002, and that it will 
not be extended. 
In addition, they have requested that we remind 
all our members of the need for firearm users 
to be appropriately licensed, and for all firearms 
to be appropriately registered. 
 
Since writing this article we have been advised 
by the Registry Management that the Amnesty 
will extend for another 30 days but will not be 
extended after that. 
 

Calibre Designations 
With the exception of a Permit to Acquire 
(PTA), relating to a Category A firearm (air rifle, 
rim-fire, or shotgun), all other PTA’s now record 
the calibre designation.  With this in mind, and 
to avoid any delays with the approval and issue 
of a PTA, it is important to record the 
specific/exact calibre on the Permit.  For 
example, if you are applying for a 8mm, the 
Permit will not be processed until the 
specific/exact calibre designation is clarified 
and is in accordance with the Licensing 
Services Branch template. (The more specific 
calibre in this instance could be 8mm x 57mm 
Mauser; or 8mm x 56mm Mannlicher-
Schoenauer; or 8 x 60 Mauser; etc.) 
 
 

Tracing a Rigby, or even a Lang 
By Peter J Smith 
Having read this far through the Newsletter, 
some of you may be wondering as to where the 
customary “Tracing” article is.  The current 
situation is that I am presently working on two 
separate projects, one relating to a matched 
pair of Joseph Langs; the other relating to a 
matched pair of Rigbys.  Each set is 1880’s 
vintage.  Sure, I can tell you about the guns, 
but I would prefer to tell you something about 
the original owners.  Unfortunately, apart from 
the formal exercise of each individual maker’s 
record retrieval, I haven’t progressed very far, 
despite spending considerable time on each of 
the projects.  The good news is that the initials 
on each case/escutcheon match the recipients 
names in the records.  The bad news is that I’m 
fast running out of leads, as addresses are not 
available.  The majority of work has to be 
undertaken at the State Reference Library 
level, and archives that are, regrettably, not 
always kept on site.  Delays are therefore 
unavoidable and frustrating, particularly when 
the element of the tracing assumption is off 
track, or based on misunderstanding. 
So at this present stage, all I can say is “watch 
this space”. 
I sincerely trust that I will  be in a position to 
report on a “tracing” for the next issue of our 
Newsletter. 
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Website access is now available and the 
address is www.vintagers.org.au. 
 
If you have any suggestions/ideas please don’t 
hesitate to contact me on 
judithk@bigpond.com. 
 
Please also send articles for our Newsletter as 
it is very difficult keeping up the information 
without any contributions. 
 
 
 

Photos from the last Shoot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A magnificent Purdey Game Gun 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My other car is a Commodore Ute! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Things go better with Coke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nine classic doubles standing on the rack! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The popular Tower 


