
Page 1 

 

(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc. 

Issue No. 10, March 2003 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Committee welcome the following new members to 
the Club and wish them an enjoyable membership. 
 
William N. McQueen, C. Tornatora, Philip Irons, David 
Piva and Ken Downie 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Presidents Report 
 
Our first shoot for the current year took place on Sunday 
16th February at the ever popular Cranbourne RSL Gun 
Club.  Traps had been set to allow our members and 
visitors to shoot four novelty style disciplines, with the 
high tower and bolting rabbit again proving the most 
popular.  In all, 57 shooters registered for the activities.  
Non participants, partners, and curious onlookers 
swelled the attendance to around 70 at one point of time.  
Fortunately, the cooler conditions even permitted the use 
of black powder.  Thank you to Sam Biondo, the 
President of Cranbourne RSL and fellow Vintager, for 
making the grounds available.  Also a sincere vote to 
thanks to Sam’s loyal and willing helpers, who un-
selfishly assisted with the ground set up, trap problems, 
trapping duties, and the like.  We all know that it goes 
without saying, but thanks to Judith, Russell, Mark, and 
Annette ( not forgetting Mark’s two fine young children 
Molly and Shelby) for the “behind the scenes” activities.  
Without the dedication and support that you provided, 
the shoot would not have been the success that it was. 
I would like to raise a couple of important issues at this 
point for the benefit of all. 
Firstly, always remember to clear (open) your gun with 
the barrels pointing in a safe direction.  In the case of 
when shooting the Tower, by pointing the barrels in the 
direction of where the target is being thrown.  Please do 
not break your gun so that the barrels point to the 
Vintagers on the stations to your immediate sides, or 
behind you.  And never close your gun until it is your turn 
to take the bird, immediately opening the action once 
you have shot.  Secondly, all Clubs have maximum shot 
size restrictions in place, and at Cranbourne only shot 
size 7 (and smaller) is permitted to be used on their 
grounds.   
During the clean-up at the end of the day, we did find 
some empty factory field loads, containing 36 gram shot 
size 4, on the ground at the bolting rabbit layout.  It is 
well recognised that they may have been inadvertently 
used on the day by being “mixed in “ with other target 
loads, however, the use of them does breach the 
Cranbourne Club’s ground rules, and it is important that 
we draw this irregularity to your attention.  If you are at 
all unsure as to what maximum shot size is permitted, 
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then please ask.  If you simply stick to shot size 7, then 
you will always be “legal” at our shoots. 
Later in this issue you will find an invitation from the Port 
Phillip Branch of Field and Game Australia, to attend 
their side-by-side 75 target event on Saturday 29th 
March 2003.  Their grounds are located at Long Point 
Road, Cape Schanck (Melway reference 259F2)  Philip 
Irons, the Port Phillip president, attended our last shoot 
and confirmed that we could enter the competition, or 
shoot the75 targets on a non-competition “birds-only” 
basis, or simply shoot just 25 targets if we so wished.  It 
would be up to each Vintager to decide just how he/she 
wished to shoot.  I trust that many of you will find the 
time to support Port Phillip on this occasion.  I am led to 
understand that John and Barbara Mialls of Mialls 
Gunshop in Frankston will be sponsoring the prizes.  
Black powder will be permitted  If you have any 
questions, please contact Philip on 0417 302 503 
We are continually looking for articles for inclusion in our 
newsletter, and there must be other members out there 
who can supplement future issues with their literary 
skills.  Naturally, all contributions are welcomed.  What 
about some photographs to share with us?  Your identity 
can remain anonymous if you so desire.   
And finally, on the last two pages of this issue you will 
see advertisements for Fieldsports Books (Mike 
Oxbrough), Gundom (Lionel Swift), Victorian Arms 
Supply (Russell Pearson), Medele (Max Lee and Greg 
Menzies) and below World Class Driven Pheasant 
Shoots (Ian Head).  All these people are recognised 
Vintagers and loyal supporters of our Club.  Accordingly, 
please consider the services that they provide when the 
occasion arises. 
 
 
Hammers Back! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Barrels 
A – Forend lub;  B  Barrel flats;  C – Hook (mates with the 

hingepin);  D – Ejector retaining screw;   E – Lumps;  F – 
Bites;  G – Ejectors 

 
II Forend 
A – Forend iron;  B – Forend latch;  C – Ejector hammers;  D 

– Ejector sears 
 
III Action Body 
A – Top tank;  B – Top lever;  C- Fences;  D – Standing 

breech;  E – Action bar;  F – Knuckle;  G – Cocking 
levers;  H – Extractor toe;  I – Hinge-pin;  J – Water table;  
K – bolts;  L – Firing pins;  M – Break-off 

 
Boxlock.  All of the mechanism is contained in a “box” in 
the metal action, behind the barrels. 
 
Cast.  The sideways bend of the stock, usually 
measured at the heel and the toe.  The direction of the 
cast determines whether the gun is left- or right-handed. 
 
Chopper Lump.  A method of barrel construction in 
which the lump is forged from the same piece of metal 
as the barrel tube. 
 

 III. Action Body 

D 

H 

G 

Know Your Side-by-Side 

 
 

WORLD CLASS  
“DRIVEN PHEASANT SHOOT“ 

Situated some 40 minutes from Hobart Airport, the 
3,500 acre estate on which the shoot is conducted 
and considered an ideal location for the showing 
of sporting birds using traditional side by sides in 

the best English fashion. 
At a fraction of International costs. 

 
Contact Ian Head 0418 356 086 for further 
details including any special requirements. 
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Sidelock.  The lock mechanism(s) are set into separate 
removable plates, which are attached to the sides of the 
action. 
 
Side Plate.  An artificial lock plate fitted to a box-lock 
gun for cosmetic purposes. 
 
Trigger Plate.  The plate forming the lower part of the 
gun’s action, to which the trigger mechanism and, 
usually, most of the other parts of the firing mechanism 
are attached. 
 
 

 

My Gold Medal at the Masters 
By Graeme Forbes 

 
A look around the ranks of the Vintagers will show that 
most of us were eminently qualified to shoot in the 
events at the World Masters Games, many of us are 
almost as “Vintage” as our guns and this event was 
designed around the concept of sport for all with age 
based events, most of us would not feel too comfortable 
being squadded with “young” Russell Mark, Michael 
Diamond or Adam Vella other than to see how they 
performed. 
When I heard that this event was coming to Melbourne I 
decided to shoot in several disciplines which I have long 
been interested in.  I started shooting ISSF smallbore 
rifle around 1960 and 10 metre ISSF air rifle around 
1980 and have continued since, I still import and sell 
equipment for these sports. 
In my younger days I was State Champion in both on 
several occasions but of late I have spent more of my 
shooting time with less demanding shooting pursuits 

like blackpowder rifle, shotgun and pistol as the ISSF 
disciplines have become more and more serious and 
the targets smaller because a few dozen shooters at 
the top of the pile world-wide shoot perfect scores of 
600 in the 50 metre prone events in the Olympic and 
World Cup matches. 
The WMG attracted about 26000 entries in the various 
sports, there was a full program of ISSF Rifle, Pistol 
and ACTA Shotgun events as well as NRAA Rifle at 
Bendigo, due to time constraints I shot only in the 50 
metre prone (with an Anschutz 1913 .22 Free Rifle) as 
well as the MLAIC Blackpowder Pistol events “Mariette” 
25 metre revolver and “Kuchenreuter” 25 metre Single 
shot, I would have shot in some shotgun events too had 
they not clashed with the other events. 
The rifle events were held at MISC in Todd Road Port 
Melbourne and were attended by a lot of shooters from 
Europe, Asia and South America, only a couple from 
North America, my 50 metre prone shoot showed my 
lack of outdoor practice as it was a very blustery day 
and I lost quite a few shots out of the 10 mm bullseye to 
wind gusts, I only finished up with a score around 545 x 
600 which was well down the field. 
The next day was air rifle day and I lined up in a mixed 
field with some Lithuanian’s, Brazilian’s, Argentineans, 
Japanese as well as locals, to my great delight I had 
one of those days when the brain was working, 
concentration was good and I focussed on the 0.5mm 
bullseye and the rifle just kept putting them there, I 
finished with 548 x 600 which got me the Gold Medal in 
“B” Grade over 50 years age group, this was the best I 
have shot in this match for some years, a number of my 
mates reckoned that I must have been sandbagging for 
a few years but I reckon that my new shooting jacket 
and pants might have helped as the wobbles of age 
were much steadier. 
I also had a great day shooting BP pistol at Yarra Pistol 
Club, there were a few Vintagers there shooting other 
pistol events but I fluked a Bronze in the Mariette event 
when another shooters pistol failed during the event 
which was 13 shots with 10 to score, I fire all 13, he 
only got 8 away and I beat his score by just one point. 
Overall the event was a lot of fun and if I can afford to 
go to the next one in Canada at the time I will try to 
make it. 
 
Congratulations Graeme, well shot! 
 
 

Congratulations to Doug Ogden for his consistent 
scores at the World Masters Game, winning 3 medals, 
to Darrell Douglas, Bernie Mack for their great 
performances, and to all the other vintagers, particularly 
Tony Moodie (who in true Vintagers style, shot  with a 
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side-by-side).  To all of you, we are all extremely proud 
of your performances. 

 
 

Old Shooting Catalogue Review 
By Peter J Smith 
 
A copy of the 1938 Shooting Catalogue for Hartleys 
Sports Stores of Melbourne, who traded at 270Flinders 
Street (opposite the Station), and 148 Swanston Street 
(near the Town Hall), recently came to life courtesy of 
one of our Vintagers.  (Name withheld as we don’t want 
you to drive him mad for a copy!) 
It comprises a detailed 40 page document overflowing 
with features apart from the cost of new guns, rifles, and 
ammunition, such as game season reports, everything 
for your dog (medicines, brushes, and the like), and a 
summary review of the principal British and Foreign 
Proof Marks. 
The front page of the catalogue advises…..”The 
importation of American guns, rifles, and ammunition is 
now prohibited.  The stock in Australia is the last 
available…..”  In this regard, I’d be interested to learn as 
to the reason why, war clouds looming over Europe, 
perhaps? 
The first few pages detail 42 new double barrel guns 
available, all predominately English  The most expensive 
is a Wm. Cashmore hammerless, with 30” Whitworth 
steel barrels, with dead level rib.  It is further described 
as a high grade field or trap gun, Anson and Deeley 
action, with cross bolt and side clips, nicely engraved 
with field scene, selected walnut stock, incorporating a 
pistol grip.  Weight 7lb. 15 oz. And the price?  £57-10-00 
($115 in today’s terms) 
The W.W. Greener Empire, a gun we are all familiar 
with, retailed at £27-10-00 ($55), whilst the “Blue Rock” 
retailed at £42-10-00 ($85)  English hammer guns 
retailed around the £15-00-00 mark (Cashmore, Hollis, 
and Needham), whilst Belgium hammer guns could be 
had for as little as £5-00-00 ($10). 
Nile Ballistite cartridges retailed at 5/6 ($0.55) for a box 
of 25, or £1-2-00 ($2.20) per 4 boxes;100 cartridges.  
Now I’m not much of an authority on early paper roll 
crimped cartridges, but I understand that a box of Nile is 
worth around $50+ within the cartridge collector 
fraternity of today.  Little wonder that a couple of our 
members who also share the cartridge collecting interest 
almost required medical assistance when they noticed 
some distinctive empty Nile shells scattered on the 
ground following a recent shoot!  Not to mention those 
old Eley Rocket cartridges that were shot as well, just to 
see if they did in fact leave a flare trail so the flight of the 
shot could be followed! 

 
 

British Proof dating 
By Peter J Smith 
 
(“Proof, the whole Proof, and nothing but the Proof, so 
help me….”) 
 
I’m often asked at our shoots to read the proof marks on 
British guns.  The main queries in this regard are “….is 
my gun Nitro Proof?….”,leading up to “….can you tell me 
approximately how old my gun is?….” 
Let me make it quite clear that I’m no recognised expert, 
and the subject of British proof is a complex subject  that 
many technical books have been written on.  Having 
said that, however, I’m always willing to share my 
knowledge, questionable as it may be, on proof. 
There are definitive marks for both the London Proof 
House, and the Birmingham Proof House, which will 
confirm at which location the proofing took place.  Both 
these locations are subject to what are referred to as the 
Gun Barrel Proof Acts (as amended). 
Up until the year 1887, there was only a provision for 
guns to be proofed with Black Powder.  By this time, the 
use of smokeless or nitro powders was becoming 
common.  In that year (1887), a proof to endorse their 
use, supplementary to the definitive proof with Black 
Powder, was introduced.  The type of service load of the 
smokeless powder intended for use was impressed on 
the barrel at proof.  For example, powders called 
“Schultz” or “E.C.” are the most common that I have 
encountered marked on the barrels.   
In 1896, proof to cover the use of nitro powders was still 
supplementary to the ordinary proof for Black Powder.  
However, the words “Nitro Proof” were introduced as the 
mark.   
In 1904, the “NP” marks (“NP” surmounted by the crown 
if Birmingham proof, and the arm with the scimitar when 
proofed in London) were introduced, however, the nitro 
proof test remained optional until 1925, when the revised 
rules of proof made it mandatory.  It is for this reason 
that you encounter a large number of once considered 
budget priced British guns, affectionately referred to as 
farmers, or keepers quality, and possibly intended for the 
export market, with post 1904 final Black Powder proof 
marks, built in a predominant nitro propellant era. 
The barrels also record what are referred to as nominal 
diameter marks of the bore size at the time of proofing.  
These marks differ on guns say proofed under the 1925 
Rules of Proof, and the 1954 Rules of Proof.  For 
example, under the 1925 Rules the nominal size for the 
standard 12 bore may be recorded as 12, 13/1, or 13, on 
the flats of the action.  These equate to .729”, .719”, and 
.710” respectively.  Under the Rules of Proof of 1954, 
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the nominal diameter markings for the standard 12 bore 
are simplified markings and are .729”, .719”, or .710”, as 
the case may be. 
Enlargement to the bore can be caused by say extreme 
wear, or deliberate lapping out to remove pitting.  British 
Rules of Proof decree that a gun shall be deemed to be 
unproved (amongst other things) if found that the internal 
diameter of the barrel measured 9” from the breech face 
is 0.010” or more greater than the nominal diameter 
marked on the occasion of the last proof, or reproof.  
Under the 1989 rules, the tolerance is changed from 10 
thousandths of an inch to .2mm (8 thousandths).  Under 
this rule the bore may only be enlarged by .2mm (.008”) 
before going out of proof.  Please note, however, that 
the rules of Proof in force at the time the gun was proved 
determine whether it is “in” or “out” of proof today. 
This is simply a mere passing glance at British Proof, the 
marks and rational.  If you wish to get more involved, a 
book titled “The Standard Directory of Proof Marks” by 
Gerhard Wirnsberger is considered by many as essential 
bed time reading.  For bore measurement confirmation 
you will also need a bore gauge micrometer, available 
from custom shooting specialists.  These however can 
be expensive precision items. 
As Maker’s records are not always available to confirm 
the date on which a gun was completed, proof dating 
sometimes becomes an important option.  By 
recognising the proofing symbols on say a British 
breechloader, the build date can be narrowed down, and 
supported by any design patents.  Major definitive proof 
marks will be indicative of build dates for the periods 
1856-1868; 1869-1874; 1875-1887; 1888-1895; 1896-
1904; and so on. 
I haven’t mentioned the Birmingham private viewer’s 
date marks which cover the period 1921 by year to date 
as an important dating tool.  But that’s another story!!! 
 
 

Recipe – Squab Pigeon and Fig Salad 
 
Ingredients: 
3 squab pigeons 
extra-virgin olive oil 
freshly ground black pepper 
1 head endive or other salad leaves, washed and dried 
red-wine vinegar 
6 ripe, soft purple figs, halved 
a little Veal Stock 
Salt 
 
Method: 
Preheat oven to 240°C.  Rub squab with oil and pepper 
and roast for 10-12 minutes (the squab will be quite 
pink).  Rest for 10 minutes.  Tear greens into pieces and 

divide between 6 plates.  Cut squab breast fillets from 
breastbone and cut away legs, then toss meat with 
greens and dress with oil and vinegar.  Warm figs in 
stock, then sprinkle in a few drops of oil and season.  
Arrange figs on greens, then pour over hot stock and 
serve. 
 
 

A Brief Retrospective Of ICIANZ  
Sporting Munitions Division - The Lusty Colonial 
Son. 
(Part 1) – By Max Lee 
 
This short two-part extract attempts to lay out some of 
the history leading up to the formation of one of this 
country's prominent sporting munitions company – the 
sporting ammunition division of ICIANZ. As with all great 
stories, it is a history about lineage -  about the shifting 
relationships between some of the most respected 
munitions and chemical companies in Great Britain and 
about how over many decades, they were variously 
shaped by  war and economic depression, market loyalty 
and technical success. Such was its parentage, that 
ICIANZ in 1969 described its long-standing munitions 
division at Deer Park, as the proverbial " lusty colonial 
son".  
For anyone passionate about fine arms and the art of 
shooting, it would be rare to glance past the bound 
evolution between gun and cartridge - from both a 
technical and cultural viewpoint. For may writers such as 
Burrard, this complex technical interface between 
metallurgy, the physics of gas and momentum, firearm 
form and function were central in Volume 3 of his 
cornerstone trilogy, "The Gun and the Cartridge". From a 
cultural view point however, we don't have a Burrard to 
guide us rather our own recollections and associations 
through time. Shooting traditions like all other traditions 
are layered by remembrances and associations - both 
large and small, of fields and friends, English 'wands' 
and Australian cartridges (be they the Grand Prix, Rex, 
the Sporting Ballistite, Duxbac1 and ICIL). From the early 
part of the 19th century through to late 1960's, it seems 
a that an enduring part of the Australian shooting 

                                                 
1Horry "Duxbac" James at the age of 15  started his career in the 
retail firearm trade with Donald Mackintosh in Melbourne and later 
becoming a champion clay target and pistol shot. So what of the story 
behind the name "Duxbac" which later was to become immortalised 
as the ICIANZ "Duxbac" shotshell cartridge ? As the story goes, 
Horry James and fiends were travelling to Lake Buloke in 
expectation of a good opening morning. As is the usual confident 
banter on the eve of a good shoot, a friend in the Jame's shooting 
party stated that "we will be on the pig's back" to which Horry dryly 
remarked that he'd rather be on the 'ducks back' (Duxbac).  
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tradition had been deeply shaped not only by our 
appreciation of those fine gun makers (whether from 
London, Edinburgh or Birmingham) but also by the 
Australian cartridges we had used in them.  
At its widest point, the development of the Australian 
sporting munitions industry is seen to have taken shape 
on the shirt tails of the then increasing global push in the 
late 1800's by a number of English chemical interests to 
better meet the explosives demand of mining markets. 
Coupled with the rapid growth of man-made chemical 
products for dyes, clothing (ever come across a 
Pegamoid shotshell?) and foodstuffs, much of the capital 
and technical expertise2 that was to be central in the 
eventual production of a 'local  sporting round', was 
already available. This centralised infrastructure in Great 
Britain ready to exploit export Colonial markets formed 
the line in the sand - from which ICIANZ was to start in 
1928.  
So what were the corporate origins that eventually 
wound their way through time to form ICIANZ ? It was in 
1874 that Mr. Friedrich Krebs first developed and 
manufactured the explosive compound 'lithofractuer' in 
direct competition with Nobel's 'Dynamite'. During the 
same year, the then Victorian State Government actively 
encouraged the establishment of local industries and 
through its duty on dynamite, provided sufficient 
commercial incentive for Krebs to found production 
facilities in Victoria. It was through Kreb's Victorian 
agent, a Mr Rupert S. Scott that a lithofractuer 
manufacturing licence was negotiated with Mr Thomas 
Jones of London. The Australian Lithofracteur 
Company was subsequently formed in late 1874 as a 
local manufacturer of Lithofracteur and guncotton, with 
its factory, acid works and magazine at Braybrook, near 
Melbourne.  
Such commercial opportunities in Victoria in the late 
1800's, most certainly provided an opportunity for a 
centralised explosives production and sales location so 
as to best meet the demand in the rapidly developing 
regional minerals exploration sector. It was the interplay 
of the various  dominant global explosives trusts at the 
time, that gave rise (certainly for Australia at least) to the 

                                                 
2 Mr. Ulrich Treloar, who commenced work as an Engineer with the 
Australian Explosives and Chemical Company and then later 
ICIANZ often recalled the many differbnces bewteen the Witton 
facility in Great Britain and that of Deer Paark - saying that in some 
cases the only difference was weather. This was especially true when 
it came to some of the early attempts at waterproofing or shellaxing 
paper shotshells at the Deer Park factory. At the facility in the 1930’s 
the experimental lacquering with shellac of cartridges such as the Rex 
and Duxbax commenced and was based on formulas first developed 
by ICI in England. In the Australian summer conditions, however the 
shellac waterproofing mixture into which the shells were dipped 
progressively thickened - initially resulting in a batch of test loads 
producing some rather spectacular excessive breech pressures not to 
mention extraction problems in the test gun. 

pre-conditions that were to shape the emergence of a 
subsidiary industry - domestic sporting munitions 
production. These explosives trusts sought to act as 
significant corporate ‘blocks’ of interests keen to 
dominate global key mining and military markets. For 
example in Victoria in 1898 the Nobel-Dynamite Trust 
had a direct manufacturing subsidy through its purchase 
of the Australian Explosives and Chemical Company at 
Deer Park for the sum of £100,000.  
In 1888 the Australian Lithofracteur Company ceased to 
trade and was re-named, the Australian Explosives 
and Chemical Company which undertook the 
production of Nobel’s Blasting explosives for both 
domestic and regional mining and exploration markets. It 
was in 1912-13 that Nobels commenced local 
production of sporting shotshells at the same Deer Park 
facility. Prior to this, Nobel, Eley Brothers, Kynoch had 
all independently competed in the distribution and sales 
of imported English loaded cartridges in Australia.. The 
Nobels Explosive Company distributor at this time 
include Briscoe and Company and later Dalgety and Co. 
In was in 1923 that the Australian Explosives and 
Chemical Company was formally incorporated into Nobel 
(Australia) Pty Ltd. 
From 1912-13 through to 1918, the Nobels company 
produced local assembled shotshells for the Australian 
market using imported components including powder(s), 
cases, primer and wadding from England. Aside from 
their core manufacturing interests in the production of 
Nobel blasting explosives, the partial shift towards the 
mechanisation of sporting munitions production involved 
the purchasing of two Austin Automatic loading presses.  
were purchased to load both Nobel and Eley brand 
shells. At this time (and until the familiar 180' high shot 
tower at the ICIANZ Deer Park facility was completed in 
December 1960 at a cost of £85,000) shot was 
domestically sourced. In all likelihood local shot 
manufacturers in Victoria, included privately operated 
shot suppliers such as Walter Coop Pty Ltd with their 
two shot towers located at Knox Place Melbourne and 
Alexandra Parade Clifton Hill.  
Yet this early attempt by Nobels to consolidate its 
industrialised Australian-based sporting ammunition 
production, was to be short lived. So much so, that 
according to Mitchell (2000), the Nobels brand shotshell 
would not be seen again locally until 1920. Predictably, it 
was the rapid shift from sporting to military munitions 
production for the Great War, that drew to a close 
Australia's first beginning in a domestic munitions 
manufacture. Whilst the Company is reported to have 
closed its books in 1918 it would have in all likelihood 
ceased shotshell production well before this time, most 
probably following the depletion of its existing imported 
sporting ammunition components.  
As another major English munitions manufacture based 
in Australia, Kynoch  in about 1905 had established a 
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branch office in Melbourne and throughout this period up 
to 1913, retailed sporting ammunition. In all likelihood 
given the Kynoch’s dominant place in metallic cartridge 
development and production for both military and 
sporting use in Great Britain and the Colonies, much of 
this earlier trade may well have comprised metallic 
munitions. As The Eley Story states, 
"George Kynoch, who founded the Witton factory with 
one small shed in 1862, had ideas about this (the export 
market) which were well ahead of his time : within 20 
years of starting up he had depots or agencies in 30 
different cities throughout all five continents and the 
Kynoch name quickly became synonymous with 
centrefire ammunition throughout the hunting world ." 
(The Eley Story )  
Kynoch independently expanded its existing Australian 
based wholesale distribution role to now include hand-
loaded shotshell production just prior to the out break of 
WW1. Kynoch established a facility in nearby West 
Footscray, Victoria in 1913 and using imported 
components for local assembly,  undertook wholesale 
distribution through the then burgeoning shooting retail 
sector in Melbourne and Sydney. Just as the war and its 
call on the Britain's munitions resources was to directly 
limit Nobel's Australian operations, so too was Kynoch 
required to manage domestic supply with scant 
components. In the period up to the1918 British 
munitions merger - Kynoch was an independent 
company and therefore a strong local propriety 
competitor to Nobels in Victoria. It is wryly noted that in 
England, it was Eley Brothers and Kynoch who were 
seen as the two key competitors in the production and 
provision of sporting munitions - not Nobels.  
By the early 1920's and while no longer an independent 
company, Kynoch remained a strong trade name as part 
of the global sporting ammunition market. Indeed, the 
technical and production capabilities of Kynoch's original 
West Footscray facility was such that it continued to 
manufacture a range of shotshells well after 1928 - a 
range that ironically, now extended to include Nobel and 
Eley. Yet it is the company papers from that time that 
record quietly the legal fate of Kynoch - where simply, 
according to Mitchell (2002), 
"In 1926 it (Kynoch) became Ammunition Nobel Aust. 
and Kynoch then disappeared, seventy-seven years 
ago." 
The third main strand to the development of ICIANZ was 
that of ELEY. Although less is currently known about the 
commercial arrangements of Eley in the early period in 
Australia -what is recorded is that prior to 1914, the 
sales of U.K loaded Eley Brothers sporting munitions 
was managed through a local agent, Mr. Albert Adams. 
The scarcity of details regarding Eley's "overseas 
commitments" is partly attributed to the simple historical 
fact of Kynoch's more tactical and dominant commitment 

towards engaging overseas markets as part of a longer 
term plan. Indeed at the time of the first major corporate 
amalgamation involving Eley in 1918 in Great Britain, 
"....Eley had built up an eminently satisfactory export 
trade and were particularly well known in the shotgun 
cartridge field. But they had not like Kynoch  appreciated 
from the start the advantage of being on the spot in 
overseas markets." (The Eley Story )  
While Eley is believed to have never manufactured 
ammunition in Australia as an independent company, by 
1920 and through to the establishment of ICIANZ, the 
Eley trade brand was to be 'renewed' through the 
release of 'new' line of sporting shotshell munitions in 
Australia featruring their name. 
Kynoch, Eley Brothers, Nobels and later ICIANZ owe 
much their growth in Australia not only to their vision but 
also to the strength and dynamism of the then sporting 
goods retail industry. All the major capital cities but 
especially Sydney and Melbourne from the late 1890's 
through to the 1970's were well known homes to many 
respected sporting goods firms such as SA Case, Alcock 
and Pierce, Briscoe and Company, DW Chandlers, Fred 
Cliff, Cowles and Dunn, JW Rosier and W.E Ekins. 
From the turn of the century to well after the Second 
World War, the choice for the shooting public in 
procuring cartridges for either field or competition, 
invariably fell to either reloading, or the purchasing of 
either trade brand ammunition from local retailers or 
factory loaded (or proprietary ) ammunition. As early as 
the turn of last century, it was the advent of the trade 
brand shell that highlights in the Australian sporting retail 
sector, a competitive period driven by supply, brand 
loyalty niche marketing and outsourcing.  
Trade brand shells production followed one of two routes 
: for the retailer to outsource the production to an 
established manufacturer at a lower cost or load local 
and or overseas components on their own premises. 
This outsourcing of ammunition production would have 
enabled many retailers to competitively price their 
products, without incurring obvious storage and 
production infrastructure costs. James McEwan and Co 
grandly promoted their own line of shotshell cartridges 
'The Padlock' in their 1912 Catalogue, which were 
loaded by Nobels Ltd  "..to our specifications to suit 
Australian requirements.3"  

                                                 
3Acclaimed in his prime as the finest live-pigeon shot in the world, 
Mackintosh has been only now recognised as deserving gold medal 
status in the 1900 Olympics in Paris by winning the event, the Prix 
Centenaire de Paris. It was his deserved reputation as " the finest 
Colonial shot", that not only contributed to shaping our own image of 
ourselves as Australian shooters but for the first time, internationally 
drew Australia and our youthful sporting shooting heritage, centre 
stage. 
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Of those retailers who undertook on-site loading of their 
own cartridges in Australia, it would have afforded a high 
degree of flexibility in being able to customise loading to 
better meet local demand while retaining a degree of 
production independence to the production priorities of 
major manufacturers. Ekins, and Alcock and Pierce were 
a few of the notable retailing houses which sought to 
compliment their reputations as quality sporting goods 
suppliers through sales of their own range of trade brand 
name munitions and firearms. 
Yet the presence of a large and local facility such as 
ICIANZ in being able to ensure the production of quality 
sporting munitions was progressively shaped and 
changed the trade brand cartridge. So much so, that by 
the early 1930's, it was at the Deer Park facility where 
the large volumes of popular trade brand rounds were 
loaded rather than by wizened and apron dressed shop 
staff in a quaint loading lofts or basement in Collins St. 
or Elizabeth St. in Melbourne.  Such was the commercial 
reality at that the time, that Mitchell (2000) in referring to 
the original loading information from the shotgun section 
at ICIANZ for the period 1930-1934, notes the following 
instructions : "If for Donald Mackintosh use his top wads. 
If otherwise use maroon chilled shot wads" 
 
REFERENCES  : Mr. K. Mitchell, (ACCA 2000) and 
(ACCA 2002); "The Eley Story" - Eley Kynoch U.K. and 
Mr. T. Warnock (2002) 
 
In the next Vintagers newsletter the last article will return 
to looking at the two main waves of post W.W.I 
corporate amalgamations in the English munitions and 
chemical industry that were to form ICI and eventually its 
Australian and New Zealand division - ICIANZ. 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 
The British long ago determined an optimum balance 
between a gun’s weight and the shot charge it fires, that 
ideally should be ninety-six times heavier than the shot 
load.  Any more weight makes it unnecessary; any less 
makes recoil uncomfortable.  A gun built for a one-ounce 
load, then, should weigh six pounds; 1.125 ounces of 
shot calls for a 6¾ pound gun; and a 1¼ ounce charge 
calls for a 7½ pound gun.  English guns are built and 
proofed for a specific shot charge that in turn implies a 
standard mean working pressure.  That’s one reason 
why a diet of heavy (and usually over-length) cartridges 
can loosen a fine English gun. 
 
 

Club Rule Amendment 
 
At our Committee meeting of 14th January 2003, at 
which all 5 members of the Committee were in 
attendance, the following business was transacted: 
“That any pre-1940 manufactured (not referring to 
patent/frame dates) Under/Over gun be permitted at 
Club shoots, except for the Vintage Cup Down-Under, 
any other specific side-by-side shoots.”  Proposed by 
Phil Taylor; seconded by Russell Pearson; carried.  3-
for; 2-abstained. 
“That any 2 members of the Committee can examine an 
Under/Over proposed to be used all Club shoots,(with 
exception of the Vintage Cup Down-Under, any other 
specific side-by-side shoots), to ensure that it complies 
with pre 1940 manufacturing requirements.”  Proposed 
by Russell Pearson; seconded by Phil Taylor; carried 
unanimously. 
 
 

Gun Shop Corner 
Donald MacIntosh, Melbourne Gunsmith 

(a brief overview) 
 

Donald opened for business to import and sell shotguns, 
rifles, handguns, and accessories at 400 Bourke Street, 
Melbourne, in 1909.  In 1916 Donald took over the 
business of J W Rosier, (who had retired after 59 years 
in business), and moved to Rosier’s premises at 432 
Bourke Street.  Horrie G. James commenced working 
with Donald from inception and was appointed as 
Manager some 5 years later.  Horrie was a pioneer in 
the field of ballistics and assisted the Police from as 
early as 1922, particularly in identifying to the actual 
firearm that it was discharged from.  Horrie shot pistol 
merely for fun and was renowned for his uncanny ability 
to be able to split a playing card at 25 feet.  Horrie’s 
ability with the shotgun was more renowned, shooting 
under the name of “Duxbac”. 
In January of 1935, the MacIntosh retail outlet of the firm 
moved “over the road” to 437 Bourke Street.  However, 
the workshop remained at number 432 Bourke Street.  In 
1947 the firm again moved, this time to 191-193 Latrobe 
Street, incorporating the business and premises of J 
Mues and Sons and the Shot Tower.  The Shot Tower 
now being part of the (now defunct) Daimaru Shopping 
Centre complex.  The business moved again in 1953 to 
473 Elizabeth Street, and in 1983 was purchased by 
Robert Brewer (Alcock and Pierce), who are still in 
business to this day. 
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Donald MacIntosh was Australia’s first Olympic 
champion, an outstanding wing-shot, a remarkable man, 
and a unique part of Australia’s shooting history.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Port Phillip VFGA 
 

Saturday 29th March 2003 
75 Targets Simulated Side-by-Side Event (Prizes all 

Grades) 
and 

20 Gauge Event (Prizes 1st to 5th place overall) 
 

Sponsored by 
Mialls Gun Shop 

Frankson 
 
 

 

 

Shooting with Side-by-Sides 
 
Guns & Cartridges 
There is a wide range of cartridges available and your 
choice will depend on whether you are clay target 
shooting or game shooting or whether you want a 
standard 2½” cartridge or 2¾”.  A good shot must know 
what to expect of his gun and ammunition. 
 
Choosing a Gun 
Choosing a gun is a very personal one, and there is a lot 
to consider.  Depending on the type of shooting 
disciplines depends on how little or more choke is 
required and also the weight of the gun. 
 
Fitting a Gun 
The finest gun and the cheapest gun may have nothing 
in common as far as price and quality are concerned.  If 
both are fitted and adapted to their owner then the 
shooting potential of each is equal.  Gun fitting is a 
skilled craft and the experts can alter a gun to suit its 
owner.  It is no accident that the better shots all use well 
fitted guns. 
 
Essential Safety 
Safe handling of guns must be automatic, always hold in 
a safe direction even when shooting alone or on a 
shooting ground.  Safety must be the first consideration 
– always. 
 
(These are some comments byf Michael Rose, author of 
“The Eley Book of Shooting Technique.  Michael Rose 
had a long-life professional and personal interest in 
shooting.  As a boy of 15 he started work at the well 
Known West London Shooting Ground, where many of 
the British nation’s best guns, from schoolboys to 
Royalty and industrialists, have learned their skills.  He 
was taught to shoot by some of the top instructors of the 
time.  Mike Rose is familiar with many of the finest game 
shoots in Britain and Europe, from partridges in Spain to 
snipe in Ireland.  Over the years he has fitted guns for 
Purdey, Churchill, Atkin, Grant and Lang, William Evans, 
Cogswell and Harrison, J. Roberts and Son as well as 
for thousands of individuals.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Victorian Arms Supply  
Lic Gun Dealer 478 393 50F 

 
Looking for a quality side-by-side at an 

affordable price?  
 

Contact Russell on 0418 580 991 (all hours) 
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A small selection from our extensive collection of quality sporting titles. All less 10% to Vintagers except(*) 
which are 5%. Request a free catalogue if you would like to see our full range of titles covering most 
fieldsport related activities, including flyfishing. 

 
31 Walsh Avenue, Moonah, Tasmania 7009 Australia 

  Phone: (03) 6278 8391 
  E-mail: oxbrough@netspace.net.au 

Purdey: The Definitive History  $195.00 
House of Churchill .$182.50 
The Greener Story $170.00 
Cogswell & Harrison $120.00 
The Shooting Field – 150 years with H&H $87.50 
Boss & Co $170.00 
Birmingham Gunmakers  (Ltd Ed’n) $185.00 
Spanish Best  (New Revised Ed’n) $125.00 
The World of Beretta………………………. .$135.00 
The Italian Gun $75.00 
The Best Guns (Fucile D’Autore)  (scarce) $250.00 
Fine European  Gunmakers………………… .$155.00 
Browning Sporting Arms 1903-1992 $110.00 
Browning Superposed…………………….… $102.50 
Frank Pachmayr Gunmaker……………..…. .$76.50 
Parker Guns……………………………… ….$65.00 
A. H. Fox…………………………………… .$77.50 
Heyday of the Shotgun $102.50 
The Shotgun Handbook………………….. …$60.00 
Shotgun Encyclopedia…………………… ….$75.00 
Shotguns & Gunsmiths $65.00 
The Shotgun: Hist. & Development $65.00 
Sidelocks & Boxlocks $65.00 
Revised Directory  of  British Gunmakers $82.50 
British Under & Over $80.50 
Modern Sporting Guns $95.00 
Modern Custom guns……………………… ..$102.00 
Game Guns & Rifles $75.00 
Lock Stock & Barrel $58.50 
Best Guns (McIntosh) $68.50 
Game Gun $66.50 
Good Guns Again………………………… …$56.50 
Art of Gun Engraving………………...…… ..$45.00 
Gun Engraving  (Austyn)………………… …$110.00 
British Gun Engraving  (Tate)…………… …$137.50 
Creative Art (Fantastic Gun Engravings)…..$265.00(*) 
Mod’n Engravings 5th Ed’n (As above)…….$265.00(*) 
Shotgunners Notebook (Hill)……………… .$39.50 
Shotgunner  (Smith)……………………..… ..$55.00 
Shotguns & Shooting  (McIntosh) $56.50 

More Shotguns & Shooting  (McIntosh) $56.50 
Gun Review Book (McIntosh)…………………… .$42.50 
Gun dogs & Bird Guns  (Waterman)……………. .$55.00 
Bird Dog Days, Wingshooting Ways…….……… ..$59.00 
Birds on the Horizon………………….…………. ..$78.00 
Bird Hunter……………………………………… .$56.50 
Western Bird Hunting………………………….… .$67.50 
British Game Shooting………………...………… .$60.00 
The Big Shots (Edwardian Shooting Parties)….… .$75.00 
Churchills Game Shooting……………………… ..$58.50 
Rough Shooting………………………………… ..$65.00 
The Better Shot (Holland & Holland)………… ….$65.00 
Move, Mount, Shoot  (Bidwell)……………….… .$56.50 
Sporting Clay Shooting…………………….…… .$54.00 
Open Season  (McPhail’s sporting art)………… ..$67.50 
Gunfitting……………………………………... …$70.00 
Taking More Birds……………………………… .$32.50 
The Nature of Game………………………….. …$75.00 
Mad Dogs & Englishmen  (Great Shooting Cartoons 
By Bryn Parry)……………………….………… .$66.50 
Shooting Flying (Sensational Game Shooting Bibli- 
ography by Robin Chute ) signed ltd ed’n……. .$260.00(*) 
 

VIDEOS 
 
Holland & Holland Series: 
 
Game Shooting with Ken Davies   
 
Art of Game Shooting with Ken Davies et al.   
 
Sporting Clay Pigeon Shooting with Ken Davies & Tony Booth   
 
Pigeon Shooting  with Archie Coates & John Batley 
 
All approx. 60 mins running time and  $66.50 each 
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We are pleased to announce that a fine range of quality made and presented snaps caps 

sets are now available in the following gauges - 12, 16, 20, 28 and .410. 
In response to the requirements of Vintager members seeking snap caps for those less 

common gauges, these products are now being offered for sale in Australia 
for the first time. 

Specially priced for the gunroom or the gun case - $42 a set. 
 

For all enquries please contact Greg Menzies or Max Lee -  Medele Pty Ltd   
Tel: 9431 0174 or 0412 570 5677 

~  Medele ~ 

Pty Ltd 

Fine  Field  &  Stream  Accessories 

Well….!!!! 
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New !  Simple!  Radical! 
Unique!  Low Cost! Suits 
O/U & SxS, and all other 

shotguns.  
(Also suits all non-scoped rifles.)  

Designed and made in Australia. 

Swift 

”Gundom”® 

Gun cover 
(Condoms for guns!) 

o Can be used with your shotgun open 
or closed - yes, it’s that radical!

 
 Protects the barrels & action from rain, moisture, dust, 

etc; 
 Suitable for clay target or field use; 
 Quickly applied and removed; 
 Totally transparent, revealing empty breech for safety; 
 Made of strong, industrial-quality PVC material; 
 Gun may be placed on the ground, only the butt is 

exposed;  
 “Gundom” can be carried in your pocket or gun case; 
 Cost is less than two boxes of cartridges! 

 

Also available as the ‘Greenie 
Gundom’ for hunting use: 
 

 Has all the features already described, but in Field 
Green colour, with black printing acting as ‘quasi-
camouflage’; 

 Extra heavy PVC material for field use. 
 

Scoped-rifle model available soon (Field Green only). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For further information or mail order sales contact Lionel Swift 
91 Vincent St Oak Park 3046   (Trade inquiries welcome.) 
ph/fax:  03 9306 7919  email:  lgswift@bigpond.com 

Clear Gundom: $10.00 (Incl. Grab Snatch & Take) 

“Greenie” Gundom: $12.00 (Incl. Grab Snatch & Take) 
Plus postage: $2.00 for 1, 2, or 3 units within Australia. 

(Free postage for 4 or more units) 

DISCLAIMER 
The articles, opinions, and sometimes unusual views expressed in 

Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the 
Vintagers (Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken 

seriously. 


