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The Committee welcomes the following new 
members to the Club and wish them an enjoyable 
membership. 
Richard Pearson, Russell Bate, Don Piccoli, John 
Rowe, Michael Dibben and Anthony Gill 
 
 

Membership Renewal 
 
It is almost that time again.  Enclosed is a renewal 
form for the year 1st July 2003to 30th June 2004.  
Remember, we are a recognised Club by the 
Victorian Firearm Licensing Services Branch and 
therefore you may record the Vintagers as an 
approved shooting organisation when renewing your 
firearms licence, or submitting an application for a 
Permit to Acquire (Category B).  Bearing in mind that 
our individual annual membership subscription is a  

 
mere $20, and for this you receive regular shoots 
with the emphasis on fun targets, period attire, fine 
dining, good fellowship, with a regular quarterly 
newsletters.  All of this for only $20! 
 
 

President’s Report 
 
Our Club will have been established  three (3) years 
on 24th July 2003.   
Whilst we are sometimes affectionately(?) referred to 
as the “new Club on the block”, our growth has been 
quite remarkable.   
There are currently 161 financial members achieved 
over the following time frames. 

• By 30th Sept. 2000, 20 members 
• By 31st  Dec 2000, 38 members 
• By 31st March 2001, 71 members 
• By 30th June 2001, 99 members 
• By 30th Sept. 2001 112 members 
• By 31st Dec. 2001, 127 members 
• By 31st March 2002, 134 members 
• By 30th June 2002, 143 members 
• By 30th Sept. 2002, 147 members 
• By 31st Dec., 2002, 153 members 
• By 31st March 2003, 159 members 
• 161 members as at the time of writing this 

report. 
Over this relatively short period of time, we have 
conducted seventeen (17) shoots, at two (2) of 
which Russell Wilkin , the Technical Director of Gun-
making for Holland and Holland, was our celebrity 
guest. 
In addition, all our members have received a regular 
copy of the quarterly Club newsletter “Hammers 
Back”, which has contained a number of articles of 
varied and considerable interest . This issue will be 
our 11th publication. 
Incidentally, we are continually canvassing for both 
articles and photograph which you consider may be 
of interest for inclusion in “Hammers Back”, so 
please come forward.  Your contribution will be 
eagerly received, and take some of the pressure off 
the Editor.  You can remain anonymous if you so 
desire. 

V I N T A G E R S    N E W S L E T T E R  

President: 
Peter J Smith…… Contact No.    0428 332 781 
Vice President: 
Mark Brenton….. Contact No.    5995 2404 
Secretary: 
Judith Kent…….. Contact No.    0412 619 226 
Treasurer: 
Judith Ken………Contact No.    0412 619 226 
Committee: 
Russell Pearson..Contact No.    0418 580 991 
Phillip Taylor….. Contact No.   0417 400 411 
 
Club Fax No.:                         (03) 9572 0069 

Club Email Address:    judithk@bigpond.com 

Club Postal Address:    The Secretary 
    PO Box 269 
    Carnegie   Vic   3163 
 

Website:  www.vintagers.org.au 
 

Please note:  All correspondence must be 
addressed to the Secretary.  No responsibility will 

be taken should it be handled by any other persons 
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WORLD CLASS  
“DRIVEN PHEASANT SHOOT“ 

Situated some 40 minutes from Hobart Airport, the 
3,500 acre estate on which the shoot is conducted 
and considered an ideal location for the showing 
of sporting birds using traditional side by sides in 

the best English fashion. 
At a fraction of International costs. 

 
Contact Ian Head 0418 356 086 for further 
details including any special requirements. 

 
  

 

We have been privileged to see many a fine side-by-
side in operation, apart from, it would seem the 
elusive hammer-ejector.  Surely someone out there 
must have one?  (Please note, we are definitely not 
referring to the trusty old single barrel Harrington 
and Richardson Model 1900, when referring to the 
elusive hammer-ejector!!!!) 
Our final shoot for the financial year took place on 
Sunday 18th May at Frankston Clay Target Club.  
Despite the late concerns with the inclement 
weather, the skies cleared just before mid-day much 
to our relief.  Thirty seven (37) Vintagers launched 
their individual talents on the famous high tower on 
one ground, with a trailing pair of drifting in-comers 
on an adjacent ground keeping everyone on their 
toes.  The enthusiastic Frankston Club committee, 
under the leadership of Paul Calvi, as per usual, 
went to considerable lengths to ensure that our 
shoot ran smoothly, and our sincere thanks are 
extended to Paul and his band of merry men for 
contributing to what turned out to be a memorable 
and successful day. 
 
Until next time – HAMMERS BACK! 
 
 

CFCV Update 
In the last issue we recorded that we considered it 
would be beneficial for our Club to become a full 
member of the CFCV (Combined Firearms Council 
of Victoria Inc.).  This has now been formalised and 
our Club is now a financial member to 30th June 
2004.  (The annual subscription fee paid was $250).   
Just to recap, one of the prime objects of the CFCV 
is to act as a peak reference group for both 
Government and non-Government organizations in 
relation to matters pertaining to the ownership and 
use of firearms.   
There are some high profile shooting/sporting club 
members within the CFCV ranks; the SSAA(Vic)., 
Field and Game Aust.(Vic), VAPA., Target Rifle 
Australia,. Firearm Traders Assocn., to name just a 
few.  Two of our Vintager members, Russell Pearson 
and Jim Archbold, are on the CFCV Committee.  
The CFCV President is Sebastian Ziccone, who as 
most of you would be aware, is the current SSAA 
(Vic) President.   
Most of the work undertaken to date is in relation to 
the proposed Firearms Control Legislation for calibre 
restrictions, registration of all post flint lock pistols, 
and “buyback”.  Members of the CFCV Committee 
are closely working with both Federal State 
Government politicians and bureaucrats, in a 
sensible and rational manner, on the issues raised 
following the tragic October 2002 Monash University 
shooting incident.  A key task is to prevent a 

repetition of the 1996 “buyback” response that saw a 
considerable sum of public money wasted on 
“buying back” firearms held by law abiding citizens.  
Make no mistake, the issues that the CFCV are 
challenging are NOT just about handguns!  First it 
was the semi-autos, now it’s the handguns, next it 
will be the centre-fire sporting rifles, and our beloved 
side-by-sides. 
 
 

Website 
We currently have a vacancy for our Club Web-
Master.  This is because our current Web-Master, 
A.J. O’Neil, is no longer able to continue in this role 
due to his study and work load commitments.  AJ 
has done a fantastic job in designing and setting up 
the site, and our sincere vote of thanks are again 
extended to him for his contribution in this regard.  
Any Club member with some spare time, please put 
your hand up.  We are not looking for anyone with 
any formal qualifications in Web maintenance.  
Whilst the remuneration is “job satisfaction only”, you 
will be contributing to the future growth and 
professionalism of the Club.  We trust that there is 
someone out there who will be available to take over 
this role.  Anyone interested, please contact: 

Judith on 0412 619 226. 
 
 
 

 

Loading a “Blackie” 
By Peter J Smith 
 
I’m often asked about my preferences and load data 
for 12 bore Black Powder roll crimped 2½” shells, so 
here goes!  
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Cartridge Hull Selection. 
My experience has shown that all fired 2½” (repeat, 
2½” or 65mm.) plastic shells present a definite 
degree of difficulty with roll crimping, as the existing 
crimp lines (created from the star crimp) tend to 
create bulging, mushrooming, or even splitting when 
the roller is applied.  With this in mind, I find it more 
practical to collect certain 2¾” (70mm.) hulls 
Compression formed plastic hulls (Winchester) are 
extremely durable but the internal case  taper places 
restrictions on the powder content and/or wad 
column hight. 
The standard straight walled plastic case, whether 
high or low brass, is in my opinion, the favoured 
option.  There is always plenty of these around.  I 
find the RC low recoil (a yellow case), or the blue 
high brass Balantine some of the best. 
Be rigorous in each case examination and reject any 
with such problems as split brass, split crimp, burn 
holes, tubes deformed, etc. 
 
Resizing and De-capping 
As your source of supply of hulls will most likely be 
empty hulls discarded at a club ground, it is 
absolutely essential that they re-sized so (I use a 
MEC600 Junior) as to ensure that they will chamber 
freely.  The re-sizing process will also assist with 
partially removing the crimp lines. 
 
Trimming Cases 
As it is most likely that you have sourced 2¾” 
(70mm) hulls, and your gun was built with 2½” 
(65mm.) chambers, it will be necessary (and 
important) to trim the hulls to the chamber length.  If 
you only load the occasional 2½” shell, then a 
tapered wooden reamer can be tightly inserted into 
the case mouth and then roll the case at the 
appropriate point against a sharp stiffed backed 
knife.  If you are a volume loader, then a commercial 
case trimmer is far more suitable. 
After trimming, much of the original star crimping fold 
lines will have been removed, however, it is always 
more practical to remove any remaining creases.  
These can be steamed out, or removed with a heat 
gun.  (Your wife’s hair dryer can be used in this 
regard, if you dare!) 
So we have by this stage inspected the hulls, re-
sized, de-capped, trimmed, removed crease lines, 
and of course, made absolutely certain that the hulls 
are dry.  
Next step is to re-prime the cases.  Before I attend to 
this on the MEC600 Junior, I like to peen the primer 
pockets so that each primer fits firmly.  You can 
avoid this if you are lucky enough to have a supply 
of those hard to obtain oversize primers.  There is a 
chance a gas escape through the primer pocket if 

the primer is not secure-not a nice event in a black 
powder gun. 
 
Charging Powder 
I have a purpose built adjustable powder thrower, 
designed for specifically measuring and dropping 
charges of Black Powder.  Even though black 
powder can be fairly forgiving, I still check every 5th 
loading charge to the scales. (It is considered 
extremely unwise to drop black powder through a 
modern press, such as the MEC).  I always stick to 
Ffg Grade (2F) for the 12 bore, and vary the charge 
from 75 grains to 80 grains maximum depending on 
the gun.  The 2F grade is the recognised bench 
mark for the 12 bore.  3F, a finer grade, increases 
the pressure and velocity and has a tendency to 
create erratic patterns , so have respect for your old 
double, particularly if the tubes are Damascus.  The 
above charges are less than the recommended 
standard service load of 3 drams or 82 grains, and 
the 75 grain charge is considered a light load. 
 
Wadding 
The card wads I use are .all 19mm diameter and 
1mm thick for the over-powder and over-felt 
wadding.  The over-shot wad (top wad) is also 1mm 
thick. 
The felt wad is 19mm diameter and 10mm thick. 
The leading edges on all wads, card and felt, and 
greased with a 3 to 1 (approximate) mixture of bees 
wax and pharmaceutical grade paraffin oil.  This 
assists with both reducing fouling and end of day’s 
use cleaning problems.  Take a swig of the oil 
should you be feeling poorly.  As most 12 bores 
were originally built with .729” bores, have withstood 
the ravages of time, use, lapping and the like, with 
bores presently in the probable range of .735”+, a 
19mm (.748”) wad provides a tight fit.  Always use a 
high quality greased felt wad, instead of today’s 
plastic material.  Prolonged combustion of black 
powder will melt down plastic with a disastrous 
fouling problem. 
 
Shot 
Again, having a healthy respect for the age of the 
gun, I religiously stick to a maximum load of 1 ounce 
(28 grams), of number 7 (340 pellets) for all clay 
target work. 
 
Roll Crimping. 
At this point of time the case will have been charge 
with powder, followed by an over-powder card wad, 
felt wad, over felt card wad, shot, and top wad.  All 
components should have been lightly rammed, 
leaving about 5-6mm of case remaining above the 
top wad.  It is necessary to have this amount 
available so as to provide an effective roll crimp, one 
that does not shake loose by handling and recoil.   
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Original roll crimpers still occasionally turn up at Gun 
Shows and Auctions, but do be careful to ensure 
that it is still effective and operational by visually 
ensuring that the “mounds” within the roller head are 
not completely worn out.  Failing an original, a 
modern variant can be readily obtained from 
reloading specialists. 
 
Other Suggestions. 
I find it quicker to do all the reloading requirements 
in separate stages.  For example, cutting and 
greasing wads in one session, case trimming and 
peening in another, and so on.  I find that loading 
with black powder is not as fast as loading with nitro, 
but with some practice, you can effectively turn out 
around 50 loaded rounds to the hour.  If you need 
any assistance or advice, I am naturally happy to 
help. 
 
Field Performance 
The low breech pressures developed by black 
powder are easy on the shot pellets and this must 
contribute to the relatively high quality patterns.   
Cartridges that I tested quite some time ago 
contained 75 grains of Ffg and 1 ounce of number 6 
shot (270 pellets).  Gun used was a 30” cylinder 
bored with a bore diameter of .739”, being originally 
proofed at .729”.  Average velocity attained was 930 
ft/sec.  Pattern at 40 yards in a 30“ circle was 54% or 
146 pellets 
 
DISCLAIMER -  Any and all loading information 
contained in this article should be used with 
caution.  Since I have no knowledge or control 
over the reader’s choice of guns, components 
and loadings, I can assume no responsibility for 
the use of this information. 
 
 

Holland and Holland Visit 
 
Exciting News to all members not to be missed. 
We have just received confirmation that Russell 
Wilkin (from Holland and Holland, London) will again 
be visiting Australia during the week ending 5th 
October 2003.  With this in mind, it is proposed that 
the following will be held: 

• Friday 3rd October, Holland and Holland 
luncheon with Russell as Guest Speaker. 

• Sunday 5th October, Side by Side shoot 
at the Geelong Gun Club. 

 
Please diarise these dates now otherwise you may 
be very disappointed if you make alternative 
arrangements and are unable to attend. 
 

We will be advising you further and issuing 
appropriate advertising flyers closer to Russell’s 
visit. 
 
 

Curtis’s & Harvey –Pioneers of Powder 
By Peter J Smith 
 
UP until the commencement of World War 2, 
sportsmen had a varied selection of powders to 
choose from.   
Although by that period of time the majority of 
available powders were manufactured by ICI., the 
names of the original manufacturers still appeared 
on the powder canisters.  One of the best known 
brands was Curtis’s and Harvey, perhaps because 
of its association with black powder, and also the 
name brand “Smokeless Diamond”.   
In 1820 Sir William Curtis, who was an Alderman of 
the City of London, was instrumental in forming a 
partnership between his son, Charles Berwick 
Curtis, his nephew, Tom Curtis, and a W.G Harvey.  
This partnership took over the existing powder 
manufacturing factory at Hounslow, Middlesex, and 
was over a period of time extremely pro-active in 
successfully taking over a number of competitors, 
and opening various new factories.   
In 1898 the partnership formed a public company 
merging together eight other opposition powder 
manufacturers.  In sporting powder terms, the most 
famous were John Hall and Son of Faversham, 
Pigou, Wilks and Laurence of Dartford, and The War 
and Sporting Smokeless Powder Co. of Trimley.  
Curtis’s and Harvey’s famous black gunpowder had 
been known for a number of years as “Diamond 
Grain”, but unlike other black powder manufacturers, 
they had been slow to recognise the incursions that 
smokeless powders would effect their trade,  Schultz 
was the first of the smokeless powders, being 
introduced in 1869.  Unfortunately. It lacked 
reliability, but an improved version was introduced in 
1883.  E.C Powder (smokeless) was introduced in 
1882, S.S. Powder (smokeless) came in 1889, and 
Amberite (smokeless) in 1893.  These four brands 
must certainly caused Curtis’s and Harvey to look for 
something to compete with in this growing market 
trend from black to smokeless.   
In 1903 Curtis’s and Harvey introduced their most 
famous powder “Smokeless Diamond”. Incorporating 
the word “Diamond” from their black powder brand, 
the new powder was a development of Cannonite 
powder (obtained via the 1898 merger with John 
Hall and Son).  Early cartridges loaded with 
Smokeless Diamond were blue and incorporated a 
chain of diamonds around the case mouth.  Those 
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actually loaded at the Hounslow factory are so 
marked on the top wad. 
Following another merger in 1918 to form Nobel 
Industries Ltd., only the leading brands of smokeless 
powders remained, Schulze, E.C., Empire, Ballistite, 
Amberite, and Smokeless Diamond.   
Up until around 1939 these brands were available in 
their distinctive colourful canisters, which are today 
considered to be fairly collectable.  After the War the 
brands were known only by numbers; 52, 60, 62, 
and 64.. 
”Rooster one day, feather duster the next!!!”, as the 
saying goes. 
 
 
 

The Lang Hammerless Lever-Cocker 
By Peter J Smith 
 
During the 1870’s the hammerless shotgun began to 
enjoy a greater acceptance in the coverts, and on 
the stubbles and moors, of Great Britain.   
For today’s enthusiast (and a Vintager), a significant 
by-product of this change is the legacy of all action 
designs of sporting guns that were manufactured 
during the occasionally volatile, and sometimes 
controversial period of transition, from hammer to 
hammerless.  No change occurred however, without 
considerable argument, and inevitably one of the 
prime issues raised was that the old hammer gun 
was considered “far better”, because it was either 
safer, or the hammers were an aid to better 
shooting, or both.   A side issue of this controversy 
was the presentation and lodgement in the Patent 
Office of specifications for a lever cocking 
hammerless gun   
There are a couple of us Vintagers who are indeed 
fortunate (in my humble opinion) to own a Joseph 
Lang Hammerless Lever-Cocker built in the six 
thousand serial number range (circa 1880),so let’s 
review one. 
For a start, the blood of gun-makers ran in the veins 
of the Lang family, for Joseph, the founder, married 
the daughter of James Purdey (the elder), and both 
sons Edward and James, established their own 
businesses.  Incidentally, Joseph is recognised as 
having introduced his improved version of the 
breech loading pin fire gun into Great Britain in 
1852. 
Joseph Lang commenced building hammerless guns 
around 1878 initially under his patented barrel 
cocking action.  He elected decided to abandon this 
design due to actions which were being brought 
against him by Anson and Deeley for infringement of 
their patent.  Lang therefore turned to the lever 

cocking principal to avoid the possibility of legal 
action. 
In this regard Lang used a patent (number 1290 of 
1875) which had been lodged on his behalf by 
Edwin Hughes, the shop manager.  This 
specification, like many others of its era, covered a 
range of ideas; more a family of guns, than an 
individual design. 
The Lang had its action built on a heavier and wider 
than usual trigger plate and consequently is termed 
a trigger plate action.  Essentially the layout of the 
parts of the lock-work is the same as a back action 
side-lock but in place of the usual lock plate there 
are two parallel upward longitudinal projections from 
the trigger plate  and the lock-work is hung in the 
channel so formed.   
The only real difference between this lock 
mechanism and a normal true side-lock is the fact 
that the bottom limb of the mainsprings bears on the 
top of the tops of the sears and so also acts as sear 
spring. 
A notable feature of the Lang is the slimness of the 
head of the stock, particularly when you realise that 
all mechanisms are contained in a relatively small 
space.  A considerable proportion of wood has been 
removed to accommodate the lock-work, and to 
restore its strength the maker has added a couple of 
features.  The broad attractive top strap proudly 
engraved “Lang’s Patent” is one, the  heavier trigger 
plate for additional strength, and the dummy lock 
plates which provide the stability and tie the action 
bar and stock together. 
Plates and action are covered with fine scroll 
engraving, typical of the best London practice of the 
period. 
The handling characteristics of the Lang are of the 
highest order, as the weight concentrates between 
the user’s hands.  There is no ejector mechanism to 
add weight to the fore-end, just a Hackett catch 
under a slim splinter of walnut..  Another feature of 
the Lang is something that we have lost in the 
evolution of the sporting gun – the push forward 
under-lever.  The effort required to push the lever 
forward and spring open the gun is not much more 
than that as required for a top lever. 
 
 

Firearm Safety 
 
Remember, point your firearm in a safe direction 
when you are on the shooting station and make sure 
your colleagues are behind you when shooting the 
target..  Treat every firearm as if it is loaded. 
..
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At Frankston Australia Clay Target Club 
Rossiter Road Carrum Downs 

 
Your hosts: 

 
Ted ‘Stumpe’ Lowery.     Dave Jencke. 
       0412 805 480     0417 545 661 

 
Sporting Clays practice and competitive shoots. 

 
THURSDAY 1 – 6PM Practice. 

Starting as of the 15th May. 
Comp every 2nd and 4th SATURDAY each month. 

Starting as of the 24th May 
 

TARGETS THROWN ARE: 
 

TOWER, STANDS, HIDES, BATTEU, RABBIT 
INCOMING AND OUTGOERS. 

 
PRIVATE PRACTICE AVAILABLE. CORPORATE SHOOTS 

AND PRIVATE COACHING IS AVAILABLE. 
 

LOAN GUNS AVAILABLE. 
 

RUN BY SHOOTERS FOR SHOOTERS. 

 
“For a Friendly & Enjoyable Time” 
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A Brief Retrospective Of ICIANZ  
Sporting Munitions Division - The Lusty 
Colonial Son. PART 2 
By Max Lee 
 
Just as our earlier Australian shotgunning 
traditions have been keenly shaped by our 
strong connection with the quality and 
elegance of the English shotgun, so to has 
it been subtly shaped by the quiet 
association arising from those Australian 
cartridges we have used in them. For well 
over four decades, the name ICIANZ and its 
line of almost iconic field and target 
shotshells - the Grand Prix, Duxbac, the 
ICIL, Maximum or Sporting Ballistite, were 
integral to our collective shotgunning 
history and personal recollections.  
This article seeks to outline the two main 
waves of post W.W.I corporate amalgamations 
in the English munitions and chemical industry 
that were to form ICI and eventually its 
Australian and New Zealand division - ICIANZ. 
Commencing during 1918 in Great Britain, the 
first of two major and inevitable corporate 
shifts in the English chemical and munitions 
industries occurred. The decimation of the 
industrial ability of many of Europe’s larger 
chemical and munitions corporations would 
have not proven to be an immediate threat to 
the overall viability of the Great Britain’s 
industry in the post WW1 period. Most 
certainly however it would have been the 
sheer production and research capability by 
American munitions industry during the latter 
stages of the Great War, that would have 
provided a clear example as to its competitive 
abilities in any post war market place. For 
Mitchell (2002), this was a period where Great 
Britain,  
"...largely due to the efforts of their ammunition 
makers and particularly Kynoch's huge 
operation in the UK, (were) slowing down 
production during early 1918. They were even 
then working out the mergers to come long 
before the war ended." 1 

                                                 
1 According to P.F. Mc Gowan (1982), Mr 
Harry McGowan (Director of Nobel’s 
Explosives) even in 1915 was well aware that 
a ‘massive rationalisation ‘ of existing 
companies was to be fundamental to a viable 
post-war British chemical and munitions 
industry.  

In 1914 the quantity of munitions produced per 
annum to meet the military demand ran at 
approximately 16,000 tons and by 1917, peaked 
at 65,000 tons. The sheer productive capacity of 
a combined munitions industry in Great Britain 
was clearly not sustainable in even the most 
optimistic post war market. Put simply - the 
implications for the commercial viability for both 
large and small explosives companies in a 
radically change international and industrialised 
market, was at best uncertain. To best secure 
the British chemical and explosives industry as a 
whole in the face of this future global market, it’s 
not surprising to note that the period 1918 – 
1926 became the “merger years”. It was a 
period of reform - a time to utilise more efficient 
production and material management 
approaches through the application of many of 
the newer mass production technologies hard 
learnt during the war years. As early as 1915, 
Nobels Explosives led by Mitchell, Rogers and 
McGowan, undertook a series preliminary 
discussions involving 40 companies and 
following Government approval in January 1918, 
a holding company “Explosives Trades Ltd” 
(ETL) was registered in May 1918.  This merger 
formally brought together 17 producers and their 
23 subsidiaries operating from 93 factories 
across the Commonwealth - including Curtis & 
Harvey , Chilworth Gunpowder, EC Powder Co. 
Nobel Explosives, Eley Brothers and Kynoch 
Limited. Shortly thereafter in 1919 the name was 
changed to Nobel Industries (NI). In a relatively 
new post industrial setting, this type of change to 
the corporate landscape was radical, ambitious 
and never seen before. Yet consortiums such as 
ETL and Nobel Industries, were to provide the 
fundamental commercial basis and technical 
knowledge for the eventual establishment of 
ICIANZ. 
The second major re-alignment in the chemical 
and munitions sector in England took place in 
1926 and in direct response to an equally 
massive merger in 1925 within the German 
chemical and munitions sector. To meet this 
rising European monopoly, it was again Sir 
Harry McGowan (now Chairman and Managing 
Director of Nobel Industries) and Mr. Alfred 
Mond who drafted a merger agreement which 
subsequent led to the formation of Imperial 
Chemical Industries (ICI) 2. As described in a 

                                                 
2 Despite the formation of ICI in 1926, 
according to the late Geoffery Bothroyd the 
now iconic ICI roundel trademark was 
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supplement to the 25th ICIANZ 1953 Annual 
Report, 

" Nobel Industries Ltd, Brunner Mond and Co. 
Ltd, United Alkali Company Ltd and British 
Dyestuffs Corporation Ltd. …… pooled their 
resources in order to meet the threat to 
Britain's world markets from the giant chemical 
industries of America and Europe. Thus ICI 
Ltd of Great Britain was born. Two years later 
in 1928 the amalgamation of the interests of 
these concerns in Australia took place with the 
incorporation of ICIANZ Ltd " 

Yet despite these mergers, there remained a 
quiet yet clear recognition by Nobel Industries in 
1928 of the historical importance and esteem 
held by the shooting public both in Great Britain 
and the Colonies towards those now defunct 
companies absorbed in the merger process. 
Clearly the Kynoch Lion's head roundel logo or 
the Eley Brothers name shield, still remained 
powerful symbols in the minds of many 
shooters. In measuring the rise and decline of 
the Eley Brother's empire, it is interesting to note 
that even after Eley Brothers technically ceased 
to existed in 1928, the new parent company 
Nobels Industries, 
".....ignored this passing of the once famous 
ammunition company in the Empire and 
celebrated the centenary of the Eley Name !" 
(Davies 1990)  
A similar approach to continue market defunct 
proprietary brands such as Kynoch and Eley 
was pursued by Nobels industries in the 
domestic ammunition market place in Australia. 
As sporting munitions and mining explosives 
production was re-established after the Great 
War at the West Footscray site under the unified 
company flag of Nobel’s Industries, all three 
brands of shot shells cartridges (Eley, Kynoch 
and Nobel) were produced and marketed  well 
into the late 1920's.  
So set in the midst of the Great Depression and 
emerging from a turbulent eight years of 
mergers in Britain’s chemical industry, in 1929, 
ICIANZ emerged. ICIANZ, thousands of 
kilometres away from its corporate centre in 
Great Britain, continued to uphold the British 
emphasis on technical excellence in 
development and production whilst tempered by 
a local resourcefulness. You may wish to refer to 

                                                                   
registered some three years later on the 12th 
of November 1929. 
 

the footnote on ICIANZ’s earliest attempts in 
shellacking paper shells in Part One in the last 
edition of The Vintagers newsletter.  
What would have been difficult commercial 
lessons from the merger years for companies 
such as ETL, Nobels Industries and eventually 
ICI itself, they were to be applied to ICI’s 
centralised management approach with its 
international subsidiaries such as ICIANZ. For 
ICI business was business…even if it was 
located amongst the button grasses at Deer 
Park in Australia.   
Such was ICI's extensive financial and technical 
arrangements with ICIANZ that under its assets 
column in the Balance sheet of the First Annual 
report, ICIANZ incurred the annual costs of 
£250,000 00 in "...rights in patents, Processes 
and developments of Imperial Chemical 
Industries Limited England." Although 
considerably less by 1933 this annual payment 
to ICI by ICIANZ for ammunition patents and 
processes (now quaintly recorded as 'goodwill' 
in the ICIANZ 1933 Annual Report) still 
remained a sizable £29,710  00. Yet through its 
corporate parent in Great Britain ICI, ICIANZ 
was historically connected to those great 
munition companies such as Joyce, Kynoch, 
Nobels, Eley Brothers and shared in their 
technical contributions in the development of the 
smokeless sporting shotshell. 
So just as the first advertisement of many great 
gun makers could not predict their eventual 
success - to hold in your hand and read those 
few plain pages recording the minutes of 
ICIANZ’s first annual report in 1929, so too its 
future seems equally unassuming. It simply and 
formally reads… " ICIANZ Ltd incorporated in 
Victoria Australia on the 31 st May, 1928 with 
the first annual report (as of 30th September 
1929) presented at their registered office 380 
Collins Street Melbourne on the 28th of 
February 1930."  And so the ‘lusty Colonial boy’ 
was born. 
 
REFERENCES  : Mr. K. Mitchell, (ACCA 2000) 
and (ACCA 2002); P.F. Mc Gowan (1982), 
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~  Medele ~ 
Pty Ltd 

Fine Field & Stream Accessories ~ Australia 

Product Details and Prices  
(Effective January 2003) 

 
 Item No. Price 

(AUD) 
Oak Shotgun Case osc 0010 $999.50 
Description 
Exterior ~ Beautiful selected oak construction with burnished sealed finish. Hardware includes corners, 
external lockable latches (choice of chromed or brass) and solid stitched leather carry handle. 
Standard Interior  ~ The inside compartment tray is fitted with your choice of coloured wool felt and 
has been designed to accommodate 30’ 12 bore side-by-side barrels with splinter style forend. Other 
features include compartments for 2 piece cleaning rod and oil bottle. 

 

  

Customised  interior compartments trays cit 0020 $260.00 
Description 
Upon furnishing us with stock, action & barrel dimensions for a specific firearm and other special details 
such as snap caps gauge etc,  a removable custom fitted interior compartment tray can be prepared which 
will securely fit into the Oak shotgun case. By having a set of customised removable interior trays fitted 
for one or more longarms, allows the discerning owner to use the one oak case. 
 

  

Oak Shotshell Boxes osb 0030 $375.00 
Description 
Exterior ~ Figured selected oak construction with burnished sealed finish. Hardware includes external 
lockable latches (choice of chromed or brass) and solid stitched leather carry handle. 
Interior  ~ The inside compartment is fitted with a traditional black coloured wool felt and is available 
to suit 12, 20 and 28 bore cartridge packets. 

 

  

Complete Boxed Snap Cap set bsc 0040 $228.50 
Description 
A traditionally presented and fitted wooden carry box complete with pairs of quality Medele snap-caps in 
12, 16, 20, 28 and 410 bore. 
 

  

Snap Cap pairs  scp 0050 $42.00 
Description 
A pair of quality Medele snap-caps are available in 12, 16, 20, 28 and 410 bore. Complete with black cloth 
presentation satchel. 
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Purdey: The Definitive History  $195.00 
House of Churchill .$182.50 
The Greener Story $170.00 
Cogswell & Harrison $120.00 
The Shooting Field – 150 years with H&H $87.50 
Boss & Co $170.00 
Birmingham Gunmakers  (Ltd Ed’n) $185.00 
Spanish Best  (New Revised Ed’n) $125.00 
The World of Beretta………………………. .$135.00 
The Italian Gun $75.00 
The Best Guns (Fucile D’Autore)  (scarce) $250.00 
Fine European  Gunmakers………………… .$155.00 
Browning Sporting Arms 1903-1992 $110.00 
Browning Superposed…………………….… $102.50 
Frank Pachmayr Gunmaker……………..…. .$76.50 
Parker Guns……………………………… ….$65.00 
A. H. Fox…………………………………… .$77.50 
Heyday of the Shotgun $102.50 
The Shotgun Handbook………………….. …$60.00 
Shotgun Encyclopedia…………………… ….$75.00 
Shotguns & Gunsmiths $65.00 
The Shotgun: Hist. & Development $65.00 
Sidelocks & Boxlocks $65.00 
Revised Directory  of  British Gunmakers $82.50 
British Under & Over $80.50 
Modern Sporting Guns $95.00 
Modern Custom guns……………………… ..$102.00 
Game Guns & Rifles $75.00 
Lock Stock & Barrel $58.50 
Best Guns (McIntosh) $68.50 
Game Gun $66.50 
Good Guns Again………………………… …$56.50 
Art of Gun Engraving………………...…… ..$45.00 
Gun Engraving  (Austyn)………………… …$110.00 
British Gun Engraving  (Tate)…………… …$137.50 
Creative Art (Fantastic Gun Engravings)…..$265.00(*) 
Mod’n Engravings 5th Ed’n (As above)…….$265.00(*) 
Shotgunners Notebook (Hill)……………… .$39.50 
Shotgunner  (Smith)……………………..… ..$55.00 
Shotguns & Shooting  (McIntosh) $56.50 

More Shotguns & Shooting  (McIntosh) $56.50 
Gun Review Book (McIntosh)…………………… .$42.50 
Gun dogs & Bird Guns  (Waterman)……………. .$55.00 
Bird Dog Days, Wingshooting Ways…….……… ..$59.00 
Birds on the Horizon………………….…………. ..$78.00 
Bird Hunter……………………………………… .$56.50 
Western Bird Hunting………………………….… .$67.50 
British Game Shooting………………...………… .$60.00 
The Big Shots (Edwardian Shooting Parties)….… .$75.00 
Churchills Game Shooting……………………… ..$58.50 
Rough Shooting………………………………… ..$65.00 
The Better Shot (Holland & Holland)………… ….$65.00 
Move, Mount, Shoot  (Bidwell)……………….… .$56.50 
Sporting Clay Shooting…………………….…… .$54.00 
Open Season  (McPhail’s sporting art)………… ..$67.50 
Gunfitting……………………………………... …$70.00 
Taking More Birds……………………………… .$32.50 
The Nature of Game………………………….. …$75.00 
Mad Dogs & Englishmen  (Great Shooting Cartoons 
By Bryn Parry)……………………….………… .$66.50 
Shooting Flying (Sensational Game Shooting Bibli- 
ography by Robin Chute ) signed ltd ed’n……. .$260.00(*) 
 

VIDEOS 
 
Holland & Holland Series: 
 
Game Shooting with Ken Davies   
 
Art of Game Shooting with Ken Davies et al.   
 
Sporting Clay Pigeon Shooting with Ken Davies & Tony Booth   
 
Pigeon Shooting  with Archie Coates & John Batley 
 
All approx. 60 mins running time and  $66.50 each 

 

 
A small selection from our extensive collection of quality sporting titles. All less 10% to 

Vintagers except(*) which are 5%. Request a free catalogue if you would like to see 
our full range of titles covering most fieldsport related activities, including flyfishing. 

 
31 Walsh Avenue, Moonah, Tasmania 7009 Australia 

Phone: (03) 6278 8391 
E-mail: oxbrough@netspace.net.au 
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Odds and Ends 
 
We cannot remind you enough on the importance of safety issues.  Only load your gun when it is 
your turn to shoot and when you are on your station.  Never load prior to standing on your station, 
and naturally your barrels must be pointing in a safe direction during the loading process.  At all 
other times your action must remain open, and with empty chambers. 
 
In order to assist with the level of trapping administration required in “collecting the tokens and 
pushing the button” (sounds very important when put this way, we admit!), we are looking for 
volunteers.  This would enable the present few dedicated trappers to have a break and join in the 
shooting.  Is anyone interested?  If so, please contact the Head Trapper (Peter J Smith), prior to our 
next shoot. 
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New !  Simple!  Radical! 
Unique!  Low Cost! Suits 
O/U & SxS, and all other 

shotguns.  
(Also suits all non-scoped rifles.)  

Designed and made in Australia. 

Swift 

”Gundom”® 

Gun cover 
Gun c 

(Condoms for guns!) 

o Can be used with your shotgun 
open or closed - yes, it’s that radical! 

 
 Protects the barrels & action from rain, moisture, dust, 

etc; 
 Suitable for clay target or field use; 
 Quickly applied and removed; 
 Totally transparent, revealing empty breech for safety; 
 Made of strong, industrial-quality PVC material; 
 Gun may be placed on the ground, only the butt is 

exposed;  
 “Gundom” can be carried in your pocket or gun case; 
 Cost is less than two boxes of cartridges! 

 

Also available as the ‘Greenie 
Gundom’ for hunting use: 

 
 Has all the features already described, but in Field 

Green colour, with black printing acting as ‘quasi-
camouflage’; 

 Extra heavy PVC material for field use. 
 
Scoped-rifle model available soon (Field Green only). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For further information or mail order sales contact Lionel Swift 
91 Vincent St Oak Park 3046   (Trade inquiries welcome.) 

ph/fax:  03 9306 7919  email:  lgswift@bigpond.com 

Clear Gundom: $10.00 (Incl. Grab Snatch & Take) 

“Greenie” Gundom:  $12.00   (Incl. Grab Snatch & Take) 
Plus postage:  $2.00 for 1, 2, or 3 units within Australia. 

(Free postage for 4 or more units) 


