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V I N T A G E R S   N E W S L E T T E R 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee welcomes a new member, 
Peter O’Brien, Neil Speed, Harley and Shaun 
Baxter, Greg Harney, Peter O’Brien and 
David Gudgin to the Club and wish them an 
enjoyable membership. 
 
 

President’s Report 
 
When you next have the opportunity, please 
take a moment to review our web site, 
www.vintagers.org.au, which is being 
updated on a regular basis.  I can assure you 
that it is well worth the time to have a look.  
The Committee would like to thank Max Lee 
and Patricia Batchelor who kindly provided 
the recent photographs for the site.  

In addition, Max (you know Max, our 
unofficial club photographer) wrote an 
excellent article on the 2003 Vintage Cup 
Down-Under, which was published in issue 
number 38 (edition for May to July 2004), 
page 90 of Feathers & Fur, complete with 
photographs and results.  A considerable 
number of sincere compliments have since 
been received, from both members and more 
surprisingly, non-members, on the content 
(as well as Max’s literary skills) of this article, 
all of which reflect and position our Club in a 
most favourable light.  Thank you, Max, for 
taking the time to write a promotional article 
on our Club. 
This brings me to another point.  The Club is 
continually “struggling” for articles for our 
very own newsletter.  Most of what you read 
is submitted by only a handful of members.  
Now with some 180 members filling our 
ranks, we hate begging (for the want of a 
better word), but with cap in hand, could we 
please have some contributions?  Please?  
We are striving to provide you with an 
interesting and informative newsletter, but 
we do need your assistance. I can personally 
assure you that it is a time consuming task 
putting the newsletter into print and getting it 
to you on a timely basis. 
Well our recent April shoot, and the Holland 
and Holland luncheon, were again both 
highly successful events, and for once it 
didn’t rain on our shoot day.  Amazing!  
Understandably, any event at which Russell 
Wilkin is the guest of honour always draws 
the crowds.  As usual more interesting side-
by-sides made their debut, such as the 
matched pair of Cogwell SLE Field grade 
and yet another Dickson round action. 
 
Regrettably, we firstly have the bad news.  
We have had to postpone our rifle shoot 
scheduled for June 27th at Lang Lang.  The 
reason for this is that the Club is 
experiencing insurance cover issues which 
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need to be resolved before we can schedule 
and conduct rifle shoots at this range.  As 
you will appreciate, the Committee must 
ensure that appropriate and adequate cover 
is current and in place for all members.  As 
well as this, the Committee needs to ensure 
that they are also covered for their actions 
and decisions, as they (the Committee) are 
responsible for orchestrating the shoots.  
Hopefully, the insurance situation will not be 
a protracted issue, and we can get together 
at the Lang Lang Club in the not too distant 
future.  [You may also recall that we alluded 
to the insurance situation quite some time 
ago and did point out that if may (repeat, 
“may”) be necessary to increase our annual 
subscriptions to help cover the cost.] 
 
And now for the good news!  We have 
confirmation that we can conduct our 
inaugural rifle shoot at the SSAA Eagle Park 
complex at Little River on Sunday 4th July 
2004.  The range has been booked and 
appropriate insurance cover will be provided 
for us under the SSAA banner.  Please refer 
the attached flyer, and the final page of this 
newsletter, for more specific details of what 
is planned for the day. 

In the interim, keep your powder dry and 
please submit an article (or two) for the 
benefit of the newsletter.  

Hammers Back! 
 
 

The “Rise and Fall” of the 8 Bore 
by Peter J Smith 
Mention the 8 bore and many will incorrectly 
recognise or categorise it as being a punt 
gun.   
So first of all let’s clarify the situation. 
Now purpose built punt guns were stanchion 
mounted on a well-designed punt, and were 
capable of firing 8 ounces of shot from a light 
gun, to up to 80+ ounces from a monstrous 
piece.  Minimum bore size was 1”. 
The 8 bore (.835”) on the other hand was 
purpose built as a shoulder gun and 
generally weighed in the vicinity of 11-15 
pounds, depending on the barrel length.  It is 

considered by many to be the ideal shoulder 
gun for the genuine wildfowler.  W.W. 
Greener recognised the double 8-bore of 11-
12 pounds as the benchmark in 1910 for 
standard wild-fowl shooting, best suited for 
boat work, shooting from a hut, sink, or 
screen.  A “light” 8-bore (11-12 pounds) with 
a nominal 3¼” chamber was loaded with 
service charge of 6 drams of black powder 
under 2-1/8 ounces of shot. 
So how was the 8-bore regarded in 
Australia? 
Not surprisingly, the level of opposition in 
Victoria against the use of large bore guns 
(that is, for bores larger than the standard 
12-bore) for waterfowl shooting dates back 
as far as 1867.  In that year an act of 
Parliament was proclaimed, called the “Act to 
Protect Game”, which recorded “…No punt 
gun of device may be used to kill game that 
cannot be habitually raised and fired from the 
shoulder…”.  Thankfully, on this occasion, 
the 8-bore survived for use for sporting 
purposes (as it was a shoulder gun). 
But you guessed it, this act was revised in 
1896 when the 8-bore was categorised as a 
punt gun, even though it was shoulder 
mounted!  It could still therefore be legally 
retained, but no longer legally used for 
waterfowl shooting. 
The bureaucrats were not satisfied and 
accordingly further amendments under the 
Game Act 1928 (Victoria), Section 12, were 
tabled and passed, which forbid the 
possession or use of swivel and punt gun 
and described these as being “every gun 
or fowling-piece having a bore of greater 
size known as twelve”  
In other words, it became illegal to own an 8-
bore or even a 10-bore (or the parts thereof).  
That’s one of the reasons why there are so 
few around. 
Many were subsequently seized and 
destroyed by the Victorian Fisheries and 
Game Branch; some of those confiscated 
were documented in 1948 as being given to 
the Victorian Museum.  I often wonder it they 
are still there, stored away in a secluded 
storage area in the basement.   
We are indeed fortunate that these 
inappropriate rulings under the Game Act 
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have been replaced (some might say by 
even more inappropriate rulings with the 
introduction of the Wildlife Act).  However, 
thankfully it is no longer illegal to own an 8-
bore.  How the worm turns!  As a result, an 
isolated few 8-bores have thankfully survived 
the tests of confiscation, destruction, and 
time, and some are now in the hands of 
enthusiasts, some of who are Vintagers.  
Commercial ammunition is no longer 
available, following the announcement by 
Eley-Kynoch in 1976 that production would 
cease.  Stocks have long since dried up, and 
even a single cartridge is now something of a 
collector’s item.   
It is however, regrettably not permissible to 
use the 8-bore for duck shooting.  
Quite some time ago when lead shot was 
king on the wet lands, I wrote to the then 
Department of Sustainability and 
Environment requesting permission to use a 
licensed black powder 8-bore on ducks.  My 
request was supported with a comparison to 
using a 12-bore 3” magnum with factory 2 
ounce shot loads which were available on 
special order, and a 410-bore with ½ ounce 
loads.  The ballistics of the 3” magnum were 
slightly superior to that of the 8-bore. 
I did receive a timely response under the 
signature of the Doctor in charge, advising 
that the 12-bore and surprisingly the 410-
bore were permissible, but the 8-bore was 
still, in their views, classed as a punt gun and 
could certainly not be use for waterfowl.  
There seemed no point in deliberating the 
issue further with those people in authority 
who incidentally openly admitted that they 
had never seen or fired an 8-bore. 
The 8-bore has played a small but significant 
part in the Australian fowling “scene”.  A 
black powder 8-bore in action is a terrific 
spectacle.  The boom, recoil, flash, clouds of 
smoke and engendered nostalgia; nostalgia 
for the days of Col. Peter Hawker and “the 
largest single shotgun you can handle”. 
It is intended to hopefully have a trio of black 
powder 8-bores in action at our next 
scheduled flush shoot.  Shades of “those 
magnificent men and their 8-bore 
machines?” (or was it flying machines ) some 
might say.  Be there and judge it for yourself! 

Tracing a Holland 
by Peter J Smith 
Some 28 years ago I was (unusually) 
fortunate enough to “be in the right place at 
the right time” to obtain a cased H Holland 
double rifle, in .500 x 3" Black Powder 
Express, serial number 1876.  At that time 
the few interested purchasers were not 
totally aware of the Holland and Holland 
connection with the rifle, but I certainly was! 
The vendor, a certain Mr H. E. Mottram, was 
a retired Bank Manager approaching his 90th 
year.  Thankfully, Mr Mottram was able to 
provide some of the rifle’s history for my 
benefit, in that he had acquired it in 1918 
when he was the then Branch Manager for 
the Bank of British West Africa, in Abeokuta, 
in the Southern Province of Nigeria.  The rifle 
was the first prize in a raffle conducted by 
the British Resident Official, a certain Mr W. 
C. Syer to raise funds in aid of a Missionary 
Hospital.  It had allegedly been confiscated 
from elephant poachers by the authorities 
and then “given” to Mr Syer.  Mr Mottram 
advised that he did not use the rifle during 
his West Africa posting, and subsequently 
returned to England in 1920. 
For the next 19 years Mr Mottram advised 
that the rifle was placed in the storage 
facilities at Rossons, the Derby Gun-smiths.  
When World War 2 broke out, Mr Mottram 
joined the Local Defence Volunteers (“Dad’s 
Army”) and armed himself with the rifle.  
Apart from the occasional practice shooting, 
no shots were fired in anger. 
I found all of this most exciting, but the prime 
question had not been answered; for whom 
was this rifle originally built? 
Without further delay, I sent a letter to 
Holland and Holland requesting record 
details, only to be advised that the sales 
record had unfortunately been lost during the 
war- time air raids.  The serial number did 
however indicate that the rifle was built in 
1871 
My enthusiasm for the acquisition of the 
details of the original owner, the alleged 
elephant poacher, although dampened, did 
not entirely disappear.  Over the years, 
usually around the time of the annual 
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Holland and Holland visit, I religiously raised 
the question, “have the missing records for 
the block of serial numbers incorporating 
serial number 1876 been located?”  The 
answer was always, “regrettably, no.” 
This year saw the publication of the book 
titled “Holland and Holland, The Complete 
History”, by Donald Dallas.  (If you don’t 
have a copy, you should get hold of one.  It’s 
a must for the Vintager).  The information on 
page 233 was what I had been waiting for all 
these years, a positive result with the 
location of the previously long lost records. 
A request to Holland and Holland for 
information was immediately despatched and 
a response immediately received.   
“28th July 1871.  Serial Number 1876 New 
Double Breech Loading .500 Bore.  Back-
action.  Pistol hand stock.  Cheek-piece.  
Length 14-5/8.   
Mr.   (Blank)  “ 
Bugger me.  What a disappointment!  
After 28 years of anticipation, hope and 
patience, and still no original owner’s 
name!  It’s a cruel World. 
Well, I must confess that if I had been 
intending to poach those elephants, I would 
certainly not want my name recorded in 
Holland’s records either! 
 
 

For Sale 
Isacc Hollis and Sons 12 bore x 2½” side-by-
side back action Hammer Gun.  30” steel 
barrels nitro proofed 1-1/8 ounce 
(Birmingham Proof House).  Unmarked 
bores.  Tight action with traces of colour 
case hardening.  This shotgun is in its 
original untouched condition.  (Circa 1935.) 
$750 
Contact Ross Waghorn on 03 97790318 
Lic. No. 400-091-30B 
 
 

Congratulations! 
Beretta Victorian Junior Field Rifle 
Championships. 
SSAA (Vic) organised this event that was 
held on May 2nd.  Seventeen junior shooters 
participated overall. 
Evan Meikle is the new State Junior 
Champion.  Evan is a member of the 
Vintagers and is keen to shoot all disciplines. 
Congratulations a well done, Evan! 
 
 

Game Cuisine  
By Patrik Mort 
Game Chips 
This is one of the best potato dishes to serve 
with poultry and game.  They have just a little 
more body than potato crisps and by using a 
food processor to slice them they can be 
prepared very easily. 
Serves 4-6 
4-6 medium potatoes, peeled and thinly 
sliced 
oil for deep-frying 
salt 
Method: 
Cover the sliced potatoes with iced water 
and soak for 20 to 30 minutes before deep-
frying. 
Pre-heat the oil to 190°C (375°F).  Dry the 
potatoes and fry, a few at a time, for 2 to 3 
minutes.  Drain on paper towels. 
Shortly before serving, fry the chips again 
until crisp and golden.  Drain and sprinkle 
lightly with salt.  Serve in a shallow dish or 
basket. 
Note: Double-frying the chips means that 
you can do the first cooking early in the day 
and finish them when needed.  However, 
having prepared and cooked so many during 
the past few months, we found that they are 
just as good cooked once, for about 4 to 5 
minutes.  They also retain their crispness just 
as well. 

___ 
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Roast Pheasant 
A carefully roasted pheasant can be one of 
the greatest joys.  It can also be very dry.  
Ham, pork fat, or bacon tied over the breast 
helps to counteract the dryness of the bird, 
but the surest way to ruin is overcooking.  
Traditionally, roast pheasant is served with 
game chips, braised celery, redcurrant jelly, 
and garnished with watercress. 
Serves 3-4 
1 or 2 pheasants 
salt 
freshly ground black pepper 
1 teaspoon Spanish paprika 
4 slices of fat ham, port, or bacon 
2 tablespoons melted goose fat or butter 
3 tablespoons dry red wine 
redcurrant jelly 
Pre-heat the oven to moderate.  Season the 
pheasants inside and out with salt and black 
pepper and sprinkle the paprika over the skin.  
Cover the breasts with the fat ham.  Fold the 
wings under the body and tie the legs 
together. 
Put the birds in a roasting dish, pour the 
melted fat over, and cook in the centre of the 
oven for 45 to 60 minutes, basting every 15 
minutes with the pan-juices.  Remove the fat 
covering from the breasts 10 minutes before 
the end of the cooking time.  The birds are 
cooked when the juices run clear from a thigh 
pierced with a fine skewer. 
Transfer the pheasants to a heated serving 
dish, halve or carve as for chicken, and leave 
to stand in a warm place.  Remove any 
excess fat from the roasting dish, add the 
wine, and boil for 1 or 2 minutes.  Adjust the 
seasoning and serve with the pheasants.  
Serve the redcurrant jelly separately. 

___ 
 

Squire’s Pheasant 
This is a very early English recipe which in the 
original form lacked finesse.  Prepared today, 
with the aid of a blender or food processor, 
the flavour is unimpaired and the finished dish 
looks very appetising.  Serve with game 
chips. 
Serves 3-4 
1 or 2 pheasants, quartered 
2 tablespoons melted butter 

salt 
freshly ground pepper 
orange twists 
Sauce 
3 medium onions, quartered 
juice of 2 medium oranges 
finely grated rind of 1 lemon 
3 slices of bread, with crusts removed 
1/3-1/2 cup (3-4 fl oz) dry white wine 
salt and pepper 
Pre-heat the oven to moderately hot.  Brush 
the pheasant pieces with the butter and 
season with salt and pepper.  Put the 
pheasants, skin side up, in a roasting dish, 
and pour any remaining butter over.  Roast for 
15 to 25 minutes.  While the pheasants are 
cooking, make the sauce. 
Pour the sauce over the pheasants and cook 
for 10 minutes longer.  Transfer to a heated 
serving dish or serve from the roasting dish.  
Garnish with the orange twists. 
Sauce 
Put the onions in a blender or food processor 
and purée with half of the orange juice.  Add 
the lemon rind and one of the slices of bread 
and blend with the onions.  Add more orange 
juice, another slice of bread, and blend again 
until smooth.  Repeat with the last slice of 
bread and the remaining orange juice.  
Transfer the mixture to a saucepan and bring 
to the boil.  Reduce the heat and add enough 
of the wine to make a light consistency.  
Season to taste and simmer for 5 minutes. 
 
 

Shooting and Hunting Terminology 
Explained 
By Greg Menzies 
 

How often do we hear said?  
1.“Well shot Sir” or  
2.“Good Show” or even  
3.“Sh.t!!!!.” 
4.“Got a few” 
5.“Naw none around” 
6.“Great bunch of blokes” 
7.“Hard to drop” 
8.“Wrong choke in” 
9.“Too windy” 
10.“Too wet” 
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11.“Too dry” 
12.“Too hot” 
13.“Sun got in my eyes” 
14.“Too dark” 
15.“You should have called it” 
16.“Poor target” 
17.“None came my way” 
18.“I was only after ……….” 
 
Now for the simple explanation  
1. “Well shot sir” Why does he get all the 

easy shots and all my bloody targets are 
impossible. 

2. “Good show” He hit it but it took the 
second barrel. 

3. “Sh.t” This can be either i or o 
depending on weather you hit it or not. 

4. “Got a few” When this phrase is used it 
can mean the shooter has stumbled on 
to an area where the shooting is unreal, 
and no way is he going to let on and let a 
bunch of yobos ruin it for him. 

5. “Naw none around” Either there were 
as he said none around or more likely 
was so far behind and low that the 
worms were in more danger then 
anything on top of the ground. 

6. “Great bunch of blokes” On the day I 
shot the best and it all went right for me. 
This can very quickly go the other way. I 
am not shooting with 
those“Bastards”again, put into plain 
English “made a complete arse of myself” 

7. “Hard to drop” Not if you hit the target. 
8. “Wrong choke in” Not if you are on the 

target. 
9. “Too windy” 
10. “Too wet” 
11. “Too dry” 
12. “Too hot” 9-12.  Put the guns away and 

go back to the pub. Its not to wet, windy or 
dry in the local pub and you can explain to 
each other your preferred shooting 
conditions 

13. “Sun got in my eyes” Simply 
daydreaming. 

14. “Too dark” That second bottle of red the 
night before did not help; I was having a 
little nap. 

15. “You should have called it” I didn’t know 
that was a legitimate target I’ve been 
letting them go all morning. 

16. “Poor target” Didn’t see the bloody thing 
until it was too late. 

17. “None came my way” I was in the wrong 
place and didn’t want to move, what you 
don’t shoot you don’t have to clean 

18.  “I was only after…..”I couldn’t hit the 
side of a barn, I think I will give up shooting 
and take up something more relaxing like 
GOLF its seems simple enough. 

 
 

Dougall Lock Fast 
By Terry Hartmann 
The article in the last Hammers Back by Peter 
J Smith ‘A Few Good Early Openers’ referred 
to the Dougall Lock Fast. 
I have had the good fortune to acquire a 
substantial part or parts of Dougall Lock Fast 
No. 3308.  I set out to investigate it, and found 
Crudgington & Baker “The British Shotgun’ 
dealt with the Dougall and the Lock Fast but 
included little of substance and only showed a 
photo of a pinfire example.  Greener at least 
informed me that the unique feature of the 
action was its excentric hinge pin which forces 
the barrels backwards into the breech face as 
the fun is closed, and over two raised 
roundels on the breech face. 
Boothroyd’s Directory provided more helpful 
information.  The Dougall Lock Fast was 
patented on 7 May 1860 and by 1864 was so 
successful that Dougall could move from 
Scotland and open a shop at 59 St James 
Street, London, a big step from Glasgow.  The 
Prince of Wales used a Lock Fast gun and the 
Prince of Wales feathers ‘will be found in the 
Lock Fast action body’.  Indeed that is true, 
the Prince of Wales feathers appear on my 
specimen on the top tang immediately behind 
the breech face. 
Apparently early models were pinfires, and by 
1865 the serial numbers appear to have 
reached 2,250.  In 1875 No. 3100 was made 
and by 1895 No. 4400 had been sold.  That 
places my specimen, a centrefire, 200 guns 
after 1875, and probably before 1880.  There 
is no “not for ball” marking. 
So far so good.  Unfortunately, my specimen 
has not had any easy life.  The action is said 
to be very reliable, and when closed, it 
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remains tight.  However, my specimen lacks a 
fore end iron and a fore end.  It also lacks 
hammers and the stock which was obviously 
of good quality walnut has been ‘Afghanised’ 
in a manner so barbaric that I find it difficult to 
believe even an Afghan tribesman could be 
responsible for such vandalism.  It has also 
been broken through the wrist and is beyond 
repair. 
The gun has another interesting feature which 
I have not seen on other shotguns.  In front of 
the barrel lug an extension of the extractor 
has a knurled section which when pressed 
permits the extractor to be manually removed.  
I wonder how many other manufacturers 
adopted such an extractor? 
The fore end lug is approximately square in 
shape with a taper at the rear and a square 
notch cut in the muzzle end of the fore end 
lug. 
Because of the shape of the fore end lug I 
suspect that the fore end mechanism is 
similar to the grip fore end fastener described 
by Greener on Page 281 of the Gun & Its 
Development Ninth Edition.  It is there said to 
be of a similar construction to the original 
Lefaucheux Lever used in breech loading 
guns to secure the barrels.  I have also seen 
such a fore end on Westley Richards 
shotguns. 
I understand that there are a number of 
Dougall Lock Fasts in Australia including a 
couple in Victoria.  If any members can assist 
me with photographs or drawings of a 
Centrefire Lock Fast showing the hammers 
stock and fore end employed I would be very 
much obliged.  Indeed if any Vintager has any 
spare parts I might even be not just obliged 
but lucky.  The only photo of a centrefire lock 
fast I have found to date is of a Howdah 
pistol. 
 
Members who can assist me in reconstructing 
what is at present a worthy wreck should write 
or telephone me at Level 4, 135 Macquarie 
Street, Sydney 2000 (Telephone:  02 9247 
4967) Fax:  02 9251 5642 email:  
mail@hartmann.webcentral.com.au. 
(Peter Smith has an early Dougall Lock Fast, 
circa 1866, and has already corresponded to 

Terry.  Others are certainly encouraged to do 
so.  Ed.) 

David Baker, visit “down-under” 
By Peter j Smith 
For those of you who are not aware, David 
Baker is regarded as probably the foremost 
authority/expert on the British shotgun.  
Together with his co-author, Ian Crudgington, 
they have written two definitive works on the 
evolution and development of the British 
shotgun between 1850-1890.  Volume 1 
relates to the period 1850-1870; volume2 the 
period 1871-1890.  I am led to understand 
that a third volume is in the pipeline.  The 
main purpose of the two books is to provide 
the reader with a reference tool with which 
any British made shotgun of the period can be 
identified and its place in the evolution of the 
gun understood.  David also regularly writes 
articles of historical interest for monthly 
magazines, such as Sporting Gun, and The 
Shooting Gazette.  And if you are indeed 
fortunate enough to be the proud owner of a 
Horsley, well, David has the original records.  
The two books are definitely essential 
bedtime reading for the Vintager. 
Now, David intends to be in Brisbane (a 
personal visit) between 19th July and 7th 
August.  It is as yet quite undecided if he will 
be venturing further south.  If David plans to 
come to Melbourne, then hopefully the Club 
can endeavour to organise a lunch, or 
evening etc.  We will certainly let you all 
know.  Should David not visit us, then, I for 
one, certainly intend to visit and meet him in 
Brisbane.  If any of you are interested in going 
with me to Brisbane, then please let me know. 
 
 

A Study in miniature 
William Horton - 360 2 7/16th's BPE Boxlock 
Double Rifle  
by Nigel Minton 
 
A few years ago now, I was offered a Black 
Powder Express double rifle.  Thinking it 
would be a large bore of Jones Underlever 
Hammer style in 450, 500 or 577 BPE, went 
over to have a look.  Did I get a surprise when 
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quite a small case was produced and inside 
was a Hammerless Boxlock Extractor Double 
Rifle by a William Horton in the calibre of 360 
2 7/16th's BPE. I had no knowledge of the 
maker, had heard of the 360 2 1/4" BPE 
cartridge but NOT the 2 7/16th' BPE. Further 
inspection of the action showed that it was a 
scaled down and modified version of the 
commonly referred to "Webley Patent Screw 
Grip" action. 
The action still had extensive colour case 
hardening and with the bores bright with 
sharp rifling and looking almost like new, it 
was clearly evident that here was a firearm 
that had not only seen little use but had been 
exceptionally well cared fore by the previous 
owners. The condition of the screws showed 
that the rifle had also not been abused by 
"experts". 
What was most interesting was that the whole 
cased rifle still had all of it's original 
accessories in the box including a rare 
original packet of 360 2 7/16th's BPE 
cartridges. 
As a result my interest was certainly aroused, 
not only in the rifle but the maker, cartridge, 
action and the history behind it. Credit for a lot 
of the research had already been done by 
Jack Millar who had placed this information 
into a folder that came with the purchase of 
the firearm. 
Who was William Horton? 
William Horton traded at several locations in 
England before moving to Glasgow, the 
address on the barrels being 98 Buchanan 
Street, Glasgow, the same as in the 
catalogue, however the trade label address is 
199 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. The 
catalogue also lists a workshop at 11 Princess 
Square, Buchanan Street. 
We know from research that the works later 
moved to 64 Osborne Street where it 
remained until the business was sold to Arthur 
Allen in 1924.  John Dickson bought the shop 
from Arthur Allen in 1985. 
A number of patents were held by William 
Horton, these being:- 
1889 No 2790 Mod A& D Action 
1891 No 20,940 Toplever System 
1901 No 3634 Patent Adjustable Trigger 
Action 

History:  
The rifle was built by William Horton for a Mr J 
F Donald of Glasgow in 1897. When Mr 
Donald deceased, the rifle, together with a 
303 H&H Farquharson rifle was passed to his 
Nephew, Mr. C D Donald of the same town. In 
1947, the rifles were lodged with Alex Martin 
in Glasgow for sale on consignment. Both 
rifles were purchased by Mr. R Kitchen of 
Australia, an employee of the Huddart Parker 
Shipping Line. He in turn sold both rifles to 
_______________ of Melbourne in 1994, with 
the William Horton purchased by Jack Millar 
soon after. (The H&H 303 Farquharson is 
recorded as being sold to a Mr J L Donald in 
1914). 
What about the rifle itself ? 
A Double Barrel, Boxlock Extractor Highland 
Stalking Rifle by William Horton of Glasgow, 
Scotland, Serial No 2373, calibre 360 2 7/16th 
Black Powder Express. 26" Steel Barrels, 
Black Powder Proof.  Full Length File Cut Rib 
with Full engraving, 1 standing, 2 folding rear 
sight on small slide insert. 
14 1/2" LOP to a Blued Metal Butt Plate. OAL 
is 42.5", Weight is just under 8 lbs. 
Crafted on the Horton Patent Screw Grip 
action (similar to and in conjunction with the 
Webley Patent), Medium cover engraving, 
Rigby Pattern Lever Forend Fastener, 
Pistolgrip stock with steel cap, Automatic 
Safety Catch with Gold "SAFE". The rifle 
retains most of it's original finish (Colour Case 
Hardening) with bright bores. 
Contained in it's original Leather Brass bound 
case with all of it's original. An original William 
Horton catalogue is also included. The case 
has a Brass Plate on the lid which is engraved 
C. D. Donald, Glasgow. 
The leather case has Brass corner protectors, 
the original William Horton Trade label in the 
lid as well as instructions for cleaning. The 
original accessories included consist an 
original sling with hook swivels, a brass 
cleaning rod, a leather pouch with cleaning 
brushes, the correct 360 Brass bullet mould 
with original hollow point attachment, a turn 
screw for removing the striker brushes, a 
glass oil bottle, a tin of Parker's Rangoon Oil, 
a small long spout oiler, a sealed packet of 
Kynoch 360 ammunition correct for this rifle. 
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I am currently conducting further research on 
the Webley Screw Grip action and what is the 
"Horton Patent Screw Grip" and hope to 
present some information on this down the 
track. 
The 360 2 7/16th Black Powder Express 
Cartridge 
The calibre of the William Horton, the 2 7/16th 
version of the 360 Black Powder cartridge 
seems to be very rare. Quite a number of 
firearms seem to exist in the calibre of 360 2 
1/4" Black Powder Express, double rifles, 
falling blocks) with a friend of mine having 
quite a following for this calibre. However, a 
number of questions needed answering 
including what is the 360 bore, what were 
guns in this calibre used for and why the two 
different cartridges (2 1/4" and the 2 7/16th ) 
when such a small difference exists between 
them? 
The Original Kynoch Packet of ammunition 
that came with the gun shows a 190gn lead 
bullet with 50gns of Black Powder. 
Some of the questions were answered while I 
researching a Holland and Holland 360 No 5 
double rifle. In the 1904 Holland catalogue, a 
page exists on the "Miniature Double Express 
Rifles, 360 Bore". The catalogue states "we 
strongly recommend these miniature rifles as 
a supplement to an ordinary battery for sport 
in India and other countries. They will be 
found quite powerful enough for the smaller 
kinds of deer, antelope, seal, kangaroo etc. 
These rifles have a flat trajectory, great 
accuracy and freedom from recoil. They are 
sighted for two kinds of cartridges - the 
Express shooting 1 1/2 to 2 drams and 
conical ball (quite powerful enough for deer 
up to 150 yards) or the equivalent charge of 
Cordite powder and 200 grain bullet. Holland 
offer "Best Quality Royal Hammerless", 
Second Quality" and Single Barrelled Rifles".  
Limited information is available for the 2 
7/16th Cartridge so I had to assume its 
development came out of the 2 1/4" version, 
therefore most of the information that follows 
is for the 2 1/4" version. 
Cartridges of the World shows the 360 
Express (2 1/4"), 360 Nitro for Black and 360 
Nitro Express.  The 360 Express (2 1/4") is an 
old Black Powder cartridge that first appeared 

before 1873. A number of bullet weights were 
used from 71 to 215gns "and cartridge case 
length also varied considerably. The 2 1/4" 
version was the most common but a length of 
2 7/16th was also common, a favourite of Alex 
Henry, who was arguably the best craftsman 
of the 19th Century. Some cases were as long 
as 2 3/4". 
In George Hoyem's book, The History and 
Development of Small Arms Ammunition, 
Volume 3, page 124 lists three similar 360 
bore cartridges.  The first is the 360 2 3/4" 
BOXER, stated as being the longest of the 
360 bore straight cased rifle cartridges and 
apparently developed during the early 1870's.  
It is a paper covered rolled brass case but 
with a brass cup and forming rim, boxer 
primed. Bullet is a paper patched lead hollow 
point. Was this the first straight cased 360 
bore ? 
The next cartridge listed is the one we are 
after, the 360 2 7/16th" and the photo shows a 
solid brass case with lead projectile. The only 
comments listed are that the head stamp on 
the specimen says ELEY LONDON 360 and 
is loaded with a grooved copper tubed hollow 
point bullet and that it is an uncommon length. 
However when we come to the 360 2 1/4" 
Express (.360 Miniature Express) 5 different 
cartridges are shown that cover the entire 
history of case type construction, from paper 
covered rolled brass case to solid brass with 
copper jacketed bullet. It states that this 
cartridge appeared early in the centrefire era 
and the usual charge was 50gns Black 
powder with a 155gn bullet and that 
catalogues also list 190gns, 250gns and 300 
gns (Full Nitro Load). 
 
Load development: 
Although some load development had been 
done by Jack Millar and the results on the 
target quite good, I have yet to continue on 
with this but plans are to achieve this within 
the next few months. I will endeavour to 
provide the results of this when completed. 
All in all the whole outfit is very pleasant, both 
to look at in it's case with all of the 
accessories and to hold in one's hands. To 
think the firearm is over 100 years old but still 
in such fine condition is remarkable. 
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The satisfaction gained from the preservation, 
collection and technical and historical study of 
these superbly crafted firearms is immense 
and I can only recommend it to others. I look 
forward to the second part of the BGRC 
Mission Statement, that of "field and 
competition shooting", albeit of a small bore. 
If anyone has any other information on 
William Horton firearms or the 360 2 7/16th's 
Black Powder Express cartridge, I would be 
most interested in hearing from you. 
All photographs done by Les O'Rourke 
References: 
Kynoch Ltd Price List, 1902 - 3 
Eley Brothers Limited Price List, 1910 - 11 
Nobel Industries Limited, 1925 Sporting 
Ammunition Catalogue 
Sporting Ammunition Catalogue, ICI (imperial 
Chemical Industries - 
estimate Pre WW11 
Shooting the British Double Rifle, (A modern 
Guide for Load Development 
and Use), Graeme Wright 
The History and Development of Small Arms 
Ammunition, Volume Three, by 
George A Hoyem 
Cartridges of the World, 8th Ed, by Frank C 
Barnes/Edited by M. L. McPherson 
English Gunmakers, The Birmingham and 
Provincial Gun Trade in the 18th 
and 19th Century, De Witt Bailey and Douglas 
A Nie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The full range of English Gun accessories by 
Napier of London, will be available in Australia 
in the near future. 
A display of Napier products will be held at 
one of the upcoming Vintagers Shoots.  
To see the full range of Napier products, visit 
www.napieruk.com 
For more information on purchasing Napier 
product in Australia, please call: 
Nigel Minton 
All Point Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 575 
South Melbourne,  
Victoria 3205 
 
Mobile 0418 55 1080 
BH Tel 03 9645 0025 
Fax 03 9645 0021 
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Vintager Inaugural Rifle Shoot 
 
(Please read this carefully) 
 
As you will have no doubt by now read in both 
the President’s Report, and the enclosed 
flyer, we finally have a date and location for 
our shoot; Sunday 4th July at the Sporting 
Shooters’ Association of Australia (Vic) 
Ltd. Range at Little River.  A map pin 
pointing the area and location of the range 
has been copied on the reverse of the flyer for 
your benefit.  As mentioned in our previous 
newsletter, the emphasis will be on the use 
and appreciation of firearms and certainly not 
on scores and individual competition.   
 
A couple of our members who are indeed 
fortunate to own fine English/European 
double and bolt action rifles have generously 
agreed to bring a selection along.  These 
include, but are not limited to: 
Double Rifles: 
500 Nitro Boxlock Ejector 
Westley Richards 500 / 465 NE 
Rigby 450 3 ¼” Nitro Express 
2 x 450/400 3” Boxlock 
Rigby Sidelock 375 Flanged Magnum 
Westley Richards 400/360 Droplock Ejector 
Bolt Action Rifles: 
George Gibbs 505 Gibbs Magnum Mauser 
Thomas Bland 404 Jeffrey 
Holland and Holland 375 H&H 
Holland and Holland 7 x 57 
Westley Richards 318WR 
 
You may be lucky enough to have a shot of 
one. 
These firearms will certainly stir those 
reminders of the last Edwardian Big Game 
Hunters of Africa; Stigand, Sutherland, 
Dunbar, Brander, and Bell (Bell is regarded as 
arguably the Greatest). 
 
But let us rest assure you that YOUR rifle, be 
it the time proven .22 Lithgow Model 1, or 
your old reliable .303 SMLE full wood, will not 
be regarded as out of character, an orphan on 

the day, so please bring it along and join in 
the spirit of the occasion. 
On arrival at the Range would you please:- 

1. At the main entrance gate/gatehouse, 
all Vintagers and their guests must 
sign the SSAA Visitors book.  No 
exceptions.  Everyone must sign the 
Visitors Book.  However, do not pay 
any range fees money here. 

2. Then drive up the road to your right to 
the Moving Target Range (aka Big 
Game Rifle Range). There will be 
signage to show you the way. 

3. Any person wishing to shoot must pay 
a $7 range fee.  That’s right, just $7.  
This will take care of the Insurance 
situation.  Judith will be there to collect 
it from you so please have the correct 
change.  The non-shooters do not 
have to pay the $7.  (All the $7 range 
fees collected will be paid to the SSAA 
at the close of the shoot.) 

4. Targets and frames will be provided to 
you at a very moderate cost. 

5. Ear and eye protection will be 
mandatory for all persons shooting.  
Also strongly recommended for those 
not shooting. 

6. Range officers will be in attendance 
and it goes without saying that all their 
range commands must be adhered to.  
Safety issues are always paramount. 

7. Remember to bring your table, chair(s) 
and lunch.  The Club will however be 
providing nibbles/tea/coffee for those 
in between snack requirements. 

A considerable amount of negotiation, time 
and effort has gone into crystallising this 
shoot.  We trust that we will have a strong 
turnout.  We are confident that it will be a 
great day and we naturally look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 
 
Hammers back!  (should we say on this 
occasion, ”bolts closed?”) 
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DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions, and sometimes unusual views expressed in Hammers Back are not 
necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers (Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and 

are not to be taken seriously. 


