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The new Committee welcome the new 
Vintager Members who have joined the club 
recently.  They are: 
Richard Chilvers, Bryan Sanger, Barry Wild, 
Anne Meggs, Peter Yunghanns, Adrian Conti, 
Neil Bakker, Keith Caldecott, Arthur 
Bousdoukas, John Welsh, George & Jean 
Dale, Keith McAuliffe and Thomas Degnan.  
We wish you a very enjoyable membership 
with the Vintagers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Australian Proprietary Firearms 
by Peter J Smith 
 
I recently had the pleasure in cataloguing 
an extensive collection incorporating a 
considerable number of Australian 
proprietary shotguns sold by Australian 
gunsmiths/dealers.  It was a fairly 
common for firearms to be sold in this 
manner from the 1880’s to just before 
World War 2. 
These are a few of the examples that I 
came across with the proprietary name 
and model engraved on the rib “Made for 
xxxxxx”: 

• Models sold by Alcock and Pierce, 
of Melbourne, were “The 
Dreadnought”, “The Colonial”, and 
“The Argonaut”. 

• Donald MacIntosh of Melbourne 
sold the “Mac’s All-Round Gun”. 

• Mick Simmons of Sydney sold “The 
Kitchener”. 

• Lassetter and Co. of Sydney sold 
“The Spitfire”, “The Fiery Demon”, 
and “The Rival”. 

• McClean Bros. and Rigg, of 
Melbourne, sold “The Sure Shot”. 

• There were even a couple of 
examples of the humble single 
barrel Harrington and Richardson 
proudly engraved “The Kangaroo 
Gun”. 

Whilst most guns were purpose built for 
the export market by makers such as 
Hollis, Greener, and Cashmore, two 
examples retailed by James W. Rosier, of 
Melbourne, stood out above the rest.  
Whilst both were battered and worn, they 
were bar-in-wood, London proof, high 
quality Damascus barrel hammer-guns.  
One was in 12 bore, and the other in 10.  
Each was exquisitely engraved.  I can only 
speculate as to whom they were built by, 
but without the name “Rosier” on the 
barrel and locks, they would easily pass 
for a bespoke London gun. 
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Letter to the 
Editor 
 

The Browning Controversy 
There has recently been an increasing 
amount of heresy being whispered, nay 
even spoken, within Vintager ranks about 
the “legitimacy” (sic) of allowing, indeed 
welcoming, the use of Browning O/U guns at 
out meets – “so long as they are made 
before 1940”. 
It is time that this deviant thinking was 
benignly done away with, and those 
misconceptions exposed and corrected.  
I now take it as a duty to my English 
breeding to do so, entirely for the good of 
our assemblies, you understand, and 
without a shred of opinionated ego to bias 
my unquestionable logic and fairness. 
Here are some pertinent facts which must 
be clearly understood: 

1. We are an ‘Edwardian Society’ 
promoting the use of English guns, not a 
‘Prince Leopold Society’ promoting Euro-
guns made in Belgium and designed by 
an American.  (Albeit a very nice 
American, if that is not too much a 
contradiction of terms.) 

2. We, as did our revered forebears, delight 
in the beauty of the side by side 
configuration, the symbol of which is 
reminiscent of the beauty of a woman’s 
upper body. 

3. The under/over, or over/under (those 
owners can never make up their mind 
from decade to decade) on the other 
hand, has a symbol reminiscent of a cow 
with its tail raised.  (Some say that 
symbol and the gun itself is as ugly as a 
hatful of rectums sucking lemons, but of 
course Vintagers would not say that!) 

4. The argument of the misguided goes 
that the unmentionables should be 
allowed if they are ‘pre-1940’.  This 
baffles my tired old mind, as the glorious 
Edwardian period ended long before 
1940.  We all recall 1940; England had 
just engaged Germany at her National 
Sport for the second time in a century.  
You will also recall that Germany came 
second, but like weaker sporting teams 
today, was heavily rewarded financially.  
However, that is all that ‘1940’ conveys 
to me. 

5. We all know that we accept English side 
by side gun makers of the fifties purely 
out of goodwill, but there must be a limit 
to the elasticity of our tolerance.  That 
is, we should take a leaf from Nelson’s 
book regarding most things English, but 
not Flemish.  

I think that sets a few benchmarks, but to 
digress for a moment, we should prepare for 
the potential conundrum of one day facing a 
member or visitor with an English, dare I 
say even a Purdey – under and over!  This 
object d’ ugly certainly exists, and if it is 
ever seen in our midst, it will probably be 
very post 1940! Frightening thought, isn’t it? 

But back to the Brownings.  Having set a 
few parameters, let me say that I am totally 
unbiased regarding them, like many 
members I own one, although it is branded 
‘Miroku’ and is made in Japan.  Never the 
less, its parts are totally interchangeable 
with the same guns branded ‘Browning’ and 
made in the same factory.  

And they all look the same at a distance, as 
those made in Belgium - that is totally out of 
place at our meetings!  

On the other hand, should one of our less 
fortunate and more indigent members use, 
say, a Miroku Model 500, a nice copy of the 
best English side by side tradition, I think we 
would all understand, and pretend not to 
notice. 
If we yield to the introduction of Browning 
U/O’s they would be like a cart horse at a 
fox hunt and we may face an appeal direct 
from the Pope himself to allow Italian guns 
“so long as they are pre-1940”. 
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Note:  For the less quick-of-mind I mention 
that the following section contains some 
emotional content as well as the searing 
logic of the former paragraphs.  Those 
members without a sense of humour should 
read no further, the other two may read on: 
Hidden Dangers in Belgian Influence  
I revere the memory of John Browning, and 
his son Val, for their contribution to gun 
design in general, and in U/O design in 
particular.  He was perhaps the most prolific 
gun industry inventor ever, but many other 
‘pre-1940’ U/O guns are just as good in their 
owner’s opinions.  
Berretta in particular comes to mind, and 
their owners, of course, think them superior 
to Brownings, but thankfully, no one has yet 
suggested condoning the use of “pre-1940” 
Berrettas” at our field days although 
doubtless many members own one.  They 
just don’t talk about it.  I will not even 
mention the possibility of another inquisition 
should the Spanish gun aficionados sniff the 
possibility of Flemish or Papal guns entering 
Vintager usage. 

Our Fraternal Equality  
I believe I have clearly shown the quagmire 
we risk stepping into when we change the 
years, brands, or  other important factors of 
our very constitution to support a deviation 
from that acme of firearms, the English side 
by side shotgun. 
Futhermore our foundation boasts a 
wonderful equality of fellowship in its 
reverence for English side by sides which 
transcends all boundaries of brands, 
monetary values, and social status. 
Sir Les himself would be welcome – so long 
as he left his over and under at home. 
(What would he make of that?)  
In our Edwardian order I have delighted in 
being accepted with my ‘Hollis’ and ‘George 
Creighton’ fowling pieces “side by side” so to 
speak with the owners of much finer guns 
like Purdey and Powell etc.  
By the way, I should confess here that one 
of my English guns actually originated in 
Carlisle, as far from London as you can get 
and still be in England.  Just a few short 
miles from the Scottish border, but still a  
long way from Belgium!  
 

Flemish Facts 
I should emphasise that I am not “anti-
Belgium” in any way, indeed my father 
assisted in liberating that little country early 
in the last century. 
I can even put aside the fact that Brussels 
has become the headquarters of the 
dreaded and insidious EU (European Union) 
which has now achieved Hitler’s aim of 
dominating much of Europe without firing a  
shot.  
Of course, Britain is once again one of the 
last nations to hold out against Euro-
dominance, and the more patriotic and 
observant British people have finally realised 
that their previous governments have acted 
traitorously in flirting with the EU schemers. 
Is it too far fetched to wonder if our local  
“pre-1940 Browning Belgiophiles” have been 
brainwashed by the evil EU and it’s One 
World Government ambitions?   
These then, are some of the hidden agenda 
items and serious consequences raised 
should we deviate from the Vintagers Holy 
Grail of the English side by side gun.  
Verily, let us hear an end to the whole 
matter, let there be no more seditious talk 
of Brownings of any age being made 
welcome in our dearest places. They are 
more at home the swamps and conventional 
trap shooting grounds where they belong.  
 
 
 

 


