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The Committee of Management welcomes our new 
Members who have recently joined the Vintagers.  
They are: 
David Neilsen, Derek Brook, Douglas Stanborough, 
Danny Genovese and Wally & Emma Martin 

We wish those members a very enjoyable 
membership. 
 
 

 
Proposed Calendar subject to change 
 
Greenvale Field & Game – Saturday 30 April 2005 
(Confirmed).  Please refer to the flyer enclosed. 

Rifle Shoot - June/July (TBA) 

Dinner 12 August 2005 – Russell Wilkin of Holland & 
Holland will be visiting Melbourne in August (Venue 
TBA) 

Melbourne Gun Club with Holland & Holland - 
Sunday 14 August 2005 (Confirmed) 

Geelong Gun Club, The annual Vintage Cup Down-
Under– 30 October 2005 (Confirmed) 

Frankston Gun Club, Christmas Shoot – Nov/Dec 
2005 (TBA) 
 
 

President’s Report 
Phil Taylor, President 
 
Well, fellow members, we have had our first shoot for 
the year at Geelong at the end of January. This turned 
out to be our biggest shoot ever with many visitors 
making up the numbers (96 shooters). Approximately 
60 of our members signed up to become members of 
the Geelong Gun Club to add to their numbers to 
support them in their effort to save their club from 
closing. In turn we signed up several new members. 
The Geelong Gun Club were so happy with the success 
of the day that they have invited the Vintagers back to 
hold another shoot in October.  

Our committee have organised several other shoots for 
the coming year, which include Greenvale in April, a 
proposed Rifle shoot in July at the Big Game Rifle Club 
Range at the SSAA Shooting Complex at the Little 
River followed by Melbourne Gun Club in August. The 
committee will endeavour to put out a calendar of 
forthcoming shoots with each newsletter, as we have 
had many invitations from other clubs.  

Just a little on the survey put out by the Club, this I 
believe will be covered more extensively in another 
part of the newsletter. The survey results have now 
been analysed and the results showed members are 
very satisfied with our club and the way it is run. The 
O/U question drew some long responses, as some 
members were obviously passionate about their views 
– both ways. The committee had decided the status 
quo will continue to exist – ie pre-1940 O/U guns will 
be included in Vintager shoots unless the shoot is 
designated as a side x side shoot. 

Our spies work at all gun clubs and tell us that Peter 
(Smith) was seen at Frankston Field and Game on 
Thursday 11th February using a Beretta 20 bore single 
trigger over and under. Fortunately, the chap who he 
was shooting with had the good grace to use a Boswell 
Sidelock double trigger gun. When a gun swap was 
offered, Peter had become so used to the single trigger 
gun, it was noted he pulled the front trigger twice on 
the double trigger gun instead of going to the rear 
trigger. Counselling continues. 

Look forward to seeing you at Greenvale. 

Committee Members 
 
President: Phillip Taylor 0417 400 411 
V. President: Max Lee 0419 366 558 
Secretary: Judith Kent 0408 619 226 
Treasurer: Peter J Smith 0428 332 781 
 
General Committee 
Mark Brenton  0405 517 501 
Greg Menzies  0425 705 677 
 
Fax No.:  (03) 9572 0069 
 
Email:  judithk@bigpond.com 
 
Mailing Address: 
 The Secretary 
 PO Box 269 
 Carnegie   Vic   3163 
 Australia 
 
Website:  www.vintagers.org.au 
 
All correspondence must be addressed to 
the Secretary.  No responsibility will be 
taken should it be handled by any other 

person. 
 

V I N T A G E R S   N E W S L E T T E R 
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Live Pigeon Trapshooting. 
By Peter J Smith 
 
In general terms, a disciple of the shotgun will shoot 
by reflex at a target, be it slow or fast moving, and/or 
be it in the air or along the ground.  Each has their 
own understanding as to just how to best go about it, 
and as to what gun, cartridge, or choke to use.  

Of course there have always been those who apart 
from being noted as an accomplished sportsperson 
with the gun, who also wished to engage in 
competition.  Accordingly, in England by the late 
1700’s, matches were being arranged between the 
field hunters.  As a matter of convenience, it was 
quickly recognized that a proposed competition (pigeon 
shoot) was more likely to proceed and be successful if 
the targets (pigeons) were pre-arranged (trapped) and 
held (caged) for the day in question.  

Pigeons were considered as the most favored target, 
with the Blue Rock species being recognized as the 
most challenging. For the less concerned, the common 
English wood pigeon was quite acceptable.  These 
birds were supplied by entrepreneurs who built nesting 
lofts on their land and trapped the birds by night for 
onward sale to the match organizers. 

As the popularity of competition pigeon shooting 
gained momentum, and not surprisingly the lucrative 
betting aspect, a number of the English clubs (such as 
Old Hats, Notting Hill, and Hurlingham), were formally 
established and shoot rules/guidelines put in place so 
as to ensure fair play and sportsmanship. Traps and 
their release mechanisms were also refined.  
Incidentally, the birds were positioned inside the trap 
which had a few small holes drilled in the box on the 
side furthest from the shooter.  The idea behind this 
was that the bird would be facing away from the 
shooter, in the direction of the light coming in from the 
holes. 

Even from these humble beginnings, the shooting was 
extremely competitive. A fence of up to 3 feet high 
was built and positioned at a distance of between 
seventeen to twenty one yards from the traps.  On 
release, the bird had to be killed so that it remained 
inside the fence; it was considered “lost” if it fell 
outside the fence parameter.  Don’t lose sight of the 
fact that that shooting was initially done with flint-
locks, progressed to percussion, and then to pin-fire 
and finally central-fire. Up to the advent of choke 
boring (circa 1875), all shooting was done with 
cylinder bored guns (and not forgetting black powder).  

When pigeon shooting became popular in America, it 
took off as one would expect, on a grand scale!  This 
was possible as there was an abundance of the local 
American Passenger pigeon.   

It’s somehow hard to believe, but it is on record that a 
commercial roost in Michigan in 1878 was 40 miles 
long, and from 3 to 10 miles wide.  It was worked by 
500 men who trapped 500,000 birds in 6 months. 

With an abundant supply of birds, and a group 
endeavoring for a chance to be recognized as 

accomplished shooters (some of them extremely 
wealthy), live bird trap shooting was indeed a high 
profile sport.  Top shots made a living at the game, 
and were proudly sponsored by both gun and 
ammunition makers.  

Live pigeon trap shoot was also extremely popular 
here in Australia; “was” being the key word.  Apart 
from pigeons, galas, sparrows and starlings were also 
on the agenda so as to provide more of a degree of 
difficulty, apart from the entertainment and promotion.   

It had a following up to around the time of the 
Melbourne Olympics of 1956, when the Bolte 
Government finally gave in to pressure from the 
“individuals oppose to live bird shooting” and banned 
it.   

Oh well, for the time being, at least we are permitted 
to shoot clay pigeons, and simply admire? (again for 
the want of a better word) all those extensive flocks of 
feral pigeons that lovingly fertilize the railway stations 
and tall buildings.   
 
 

3 x 8 = 24 Wrong Answer  
What you say, 
3 x 8 does equal 24.  

Not when it comes to shooting that is 
When applied to shooting 3 times 8 equals 354 years. 

It was at the Cranbourne Flush shoot held December 
12, that an exhibition shoot  
was held using 3 Eight Bore Double Barrel Shotguns 
with a combined age of 354 years young.  

A. WW Greener dated 1895 at 109 years old 
B. Cashmore dated 1889 at 115 years old 
C. And last of all a Boswell at 130 years old 

Shot in order by: 
 
Max Lee 
 
Peter Smith 
 
Rob Lansell 
 
With some help by loaders. 
 
I would suggest that the spectators at Cranbourne 
witnessed an event that has not been seen in Australia 
for many years or if at all. 
The roar of the blast 
The spume of smoke 
The smell of the powder 
The scorched hands 
The clays disappearing into dust as the three shooters 
from yesteryear throw the mighty 8 bores around like 
wands, what hope does clay have against 12 oz’s of 
lead?  
Hurtling forward at the breakneck speed of 1000 feet 
per second. 
Quite a lot actually. I have seen this group shoot 
before. 



Issue No. 18, March 2005 Hammers Back 

Page 3 

There were more shots taken than would be normal for 
the 8 bore.  
The mighty hunters were rather tired at the end of the 
shoot, throwing 14 lbs of wood and steel around does 
have an effect. 
The shooters appreciated the crowd response. 
The effort that was required to load the necessary 
number of shells would seem extreme if it was not for 
the hope that such a display may kindle interest in 
some of the spectators to follow down the same path. 
Such that in years to come  
3 X 8 may Equal 454 or even 554 that’s only 30 to 60 
years time. 
Thanks to the Cranbourne gun club for allowing the 
display and the slowing down of the flush to 
accommodate a glimpse back in time.  
 
 
By Greg M.(zoid)  
 
 

In the beginning 
By Russell Pearson 
 
I often hear the question asked, “…just how did the 
Vintagers Club begin. 

With the 5th anniversary of the Club coming up in July, 
and the high influx of new members within the last 
couple of years, I consider it timely to confirm to you 
all just how it all happened and set it down for the 
future. 

In early January of 2000, Peter Smith extended an 
invitation to Phil Taylor and myself to shoot an 
abundance of rabbits at a Bacchus Marsh property that 
Pete had permission to shoot on.  Peter suggested that 
we all enter into the spirit of the occasion by using only 
side-by-side black powder hammer guns.  Peter would 
load the cartridges for us and I remember using my 
Belgium 16 Gauge.  And did we have some fun!  So 
much so that we followed up by going again on three 
more times in that January.  If my memory serves me 
correctly, it was around the second or third trip that 
Peter referred to the late Howard Cotchin [who we 
believe there is a book being written about] and that 
how both Howard and Peter had discussed on several 
occasions the formation of a social shooting club 
strictly for the side-by-side.  

We shot Bacchus Marsh yet again on 14th February 
2000.  That’s right, with black powder hammer guns in 
typical Vintager fashion!  On this particular occasion 
Peter mentioned that he had been reading about an 
American based side-by-side only club called the 
“Vintagers (Order of Edwardian Gunners)”, and was 
considering contacting them.  However, despite 
repeated attempts, he was unable to get any response. 
We then agreed to start a side by side club as there 
were many over and under clubs but none catered for 
side by sides only and we agreed we would see if we 
could get approval from America  

but if we could not we would register the name 
Australian Vintagers or similar. In April of 2000 Russell 
Wilkin of Holland and Holland came to Australia and 
Peter asked him about the American Vintagers and 
Russell stated that he had their correct contact details 
at his office in London and he would send them to 
Judith Kent on his return and true to his word that is 
exactly what he did.  Contact was finally achieved by 
telephone and email. The American Vintagers were 
more than happy to learn that it was intended to set 
up a Chapter of the Vintagers in Australia, and 
authorized the use of the name [“Vintagers (Order of 
Edwardian Gunners)”], and the logo.  Shortly after a 
meeting was convened and Peter Smith, Judith Kent, 
Mark Brenton, Phil Taylor, and myself (the foundation 
committee) attended, following which the Club was 
incorporated on 24th July 2000.  

We started a membership drive and we sought 
approval from Victoria Police to be an approved club 
under the Victorian Firearms Act.l. 

And as you have seen the club has grown and grown, 
as it caters for non competition and is social oriented.  

“ Hammers Back “ 
 
 

Black Powder Clean-up 
By Peter J Smith 
 
The recent Member Satisfaction Survey revealed that a 
couple of Members were interested in knowing my 
routine as to how to effectively clean a black powder 
gun after a day at the club, and with this in mind, I am 
only too happy to provide you with a program that I 
religiously employ myself.  For those who are 
interested and wish to read on, you could find my 
cleaning process somewhat “obsessive”, but bearing in 
mind that you are likely to be cleaning a gun around a 
century old and that was made at a time in our history 
when individual craftsmanship was at its best, I 
consider that it deserves the attention warranted.  This 
being the case, then an effective cleaning program is 
mandatory. 

As so as practical after shooting at the club ground, I 
strip the barrels from the action and place the muzzles 
towards the ground (in the case of the breech-loader), 
or the breeches towards the ground (in the case of the 
muzzle-loader).  With the aid of a plastic funnel, I then 
swamp the bored with plentiful amounts of clean cold 
tap water.  Naturally, warm/hot water is preferable, as 
is quickly dries in the bores, but such is not always 
available and in any event the cold water will do the 
trick. 

I then dry the bores of the breechloader by passing 
tight wads of toilet paper through them.  These will 
come out extensively discolored as the powder residue 
is disposed of.  With the muzzle-loader, I wrap some 
dry flannel around a jag and lap the bores.  There are 
two points to watch for and consider here.  Firstly, use 
a good quality absorbent toilet tissue.  If you are not 
prepared to recommend and use the tissue for your 



Issue No. 18, March 2005 Hammers Back 

Page 4 

own very private and personal use, then don’t use it in 
the bore of your gun.  Secondly, if you are lapping the 
bores of your muzzle-loader, then make absolutely 
certain that your flannel/patch is affixed tightly to your 
jag, as it can be time-consuming, annoying, and 
extremely frustrating should it dislodge and get stuck 
in the bore. 

Next I place a small container of washing up liquid 
soapy water on the ground and place the barrels in 
them (muzzle end for the breechloader; breech end for 
the muzzle-loader).  Again, hot water is preferable, but 
cold will do.  I then swab the bores with a tight fitting 
woollen mop. 

The bores are then dried and the complete action and 
barrels (internal and external) sprayed and wiped with 
WD40 or similar.  That takes care of the interim 
cleaning situation at the club. 

The next phase takes place at home preferably that 
evening.  Firstly, the oil is removed from the bores 
with a kitchen cleaner such as “Spray & Wipe”.  A 
tightly fitting jag of fine grade 0000 or 000 steel wool 
(the type that is used for French Polishing in furniture 
restoration) is lapped through the bores.  I recommend 
that you do not use a courser grade.  This will 
effectively remove any leading and powder debris from 
the bore.  Should you have access to a cordless 
electric drill then spin the rod up and down through the 
bore.  This could well save on you contracting 
Repetitive Strain Injury, or Tennis Elbow, or similar. 
You will be amazed at the amount of leading/residue 
that you will remove (it will be wrapped on the steel 
wool).  Following this, again swab the bores with 
tissue/flannel. 

The next step is to clean the bores with a purpose built 
black powder solvent.  There are several available on 
the market and they all do a brilliant job.  I generally 
use a cleaning gel product by “Shooters Choice”.  
Again, you will be extremely surprised at the 
discoloration of the patches as you initially lap the 
bores, even though they have been subject to a prior 
clean.  When the patches no longer reveal any level of 
discoloration, the bores are then lapped with dry clean 
patches.  As a final “clean-up”, I then polish the bores 
with a full length fluffy rod, commercially known as 
“Tico Tool”.  Don’t forget to also clean up the breech 
face, percussion fences, hammers, etc.  By now you 
are on the home straight and a light oiling of the bores 
and metalwork is all that remains to be done. 

Please remember that black powder residue is 
extremely corrosive, and unless the gun receives the 
early cleaning attention warranted, then you better 
believe it, pitting will occur.  Don’t leave it for a few 
days or for the wife to undertake as part of her 
household duties. 

Have fun! 
 
 

 
 

Traders’ Corner 
 
ARMOURY & AMMUNITION SERVICE 
35 Superior Drive 
Dandenong Vic 3164 
LFD 407-637-30F 
 
Contact Len Steel on 
 
Tel. 03 9706 4037 
Fax 03 9706 4998 
 
 
We currently have a number of Quality English 
SxS Sidelock and Boxlock 12 Gauge Shotguns. 
 

• I Hollis,12 Gauge Sidelock 
• W J Jeffrey 12 Gauge Boxlock 
• Webley and Scott 12 Gauge Boxlock 

Ejector 
______________ 

 
Australian Antique Arms Auctions P/L 
Specialists auctioneers and valuers of fine guns, 

weapons, militaria and collections. 
 

Proudly present their 
24th Collector’s Auction 

On 
Sunday 1st May 2005 at 10:00am 

At 
Eley Park Community Centre 

87 Eley Road, Blackburn South, Victoria – 
Melways Ref 61-G5 

Auctioneer: Eero Pupedis. 
 

Catalogue on line 1st April at 
www.antiquearms.com.au 

Contact:  Roland Martyn  Rob Lansell 
     Ph: 03 9848 7951  
     Mob: 0428 543 377 0409 348 577 
     Fax: 03 9840 7944 03 9889 9995 
 
Some items of interest to fellow Vintagers include 
Game and Pigeon Guns by:  Purdey, 
Holland&Holland, W.Powell, G&S Holloway, WW 
Greener, Cashmore, WS Riley, I Hollis, P Webley, 
Lancaster, Vicker’s and WC Andrews.  As well as 
Percussion Guns of various makes, Double Rifles 
and Classic Sporting Rifles, European 
Combination Guns and Drillings by reputable 
Makers. 
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“Reason for use” 
Shotgun owners (Category A licence) must show a 
genuine reason for use when applying/renewing for a 
licence.  The genuine reason can generally be either 
target shooting or hunting.  This requirement does 
seem fair and reasonable.  However, the Act stipulates 
the criteria for both of genuine reasons for these 
activities, and, this is being taken as requiring the 
licence holder to satisfy both or only use the shotgun 
for the activity which he/she has documented. 
 
 

Police Minister Change 
Premier Bracks has been moved (dumped as the media 
recorded) Andre Haermeyer as Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services.  He has been replaced by Tim 
Holding.  Andre’s demotion follows amongst other 
things the controversy surrounding the handling of 
various firearm related issues such as the increased 
restrictions on handguns, and the buy-back. 
 
 

Keep up to Date 
For those who have access to the Web, can keep up to 
date with what is happening about your sport on the 
political side? 

The Combined Firearms Council of Victoria Inc. (CFCV) 
of which the Vintagers is a member, has a website and 
is regularly updated to give the members information 
like current issues, and a combination of issues in the 
political arena that are of interest to shooters. 

If yoou want to get the latest version of the Firearms 
Act, you can access the website on www.cfcv.org.au 
and follow the link. 
 
 

Ammunition Caution 
We have received advice from the Australian Cartridge 
Collectors Association who strongly recommend to 
those who are in the habit of using BirdfFrite 
cartridges, manufactured by Pains Wessex, to ensure 
that they check their barrels after every shot.  
Evidently, a wad has been lodging in the barrel, 
causing an obstruction to other shots.  As a result 
there have been several reports of bulged/blown 
barrels, but fortunately no injuries. 
Birdfrite is a purpose built bird scaring cartridge.  The 
batch of cartridges in question are a low brass red shell 
l and the head-stamp is “12 12 12 12”.  Recent 
manufactured stocks (from batch date November 
2004), a low brass blue plastic shell with silver print 
and the head-stamp “Kent 12 Kent 12” are evidently 
ok. 
 
 

Firearms Appeals Committee 
 
Members may not know or understand what the 
Firearms Appeals Committee is all about.  We have 
obtained an Information Sheet for you to read 
hereunder.   
If you require any further information please contact 
the Committee as per the contact numbers on the 
Information Sheet. 
 
 

By-gone Years 
By Heath Morris 
 
The following I read in an English Magazine years ago 
possible the Field. 

The episode was supposed to have occurred on the 
moors above Barnsley in South Yorkshire about 1837. 

In those days the custom was to walk up grouse 
in a long line of guns.  All the party were using 
Percussion locks except Sir William Cooke who still 
preferred his Flintlock fowling piece.  A large cock bird 
had flown down the line unscathed, Sir William who 
was at the end of the line downed the bird with his 
Flintlock.  He was reported to have turned to the 
assembled partycloffed his white top hat and said, “So 
much for your copper caps gentlemen”. 
 
 

Working With Children Bill 
The Victorian Government (bless their dear little 
hearts?) has put out an “exposure draft” of a bill 
designed to weed out those amongst us who should 
not work with children.  It will refer to anyone who 
works in a child related area, the definition of which 
includes voluntary organizations (sporting clubs).  In 
broad terms, it will require those who “work” with 
children (for example, coaching) to register so that the 
various police checks can be performed.  The 
Combined Firearms Council of Victoria, of which our 
Club is a member, is in the process of developing a 
challenging response on our behalf.   

The situation in our case, is for shooters to be exempt 
on the basis that we should not have to pay for the 
same police checks again which we are subject to 
when applying for or renewing our shooters licences. 
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```FIREARMS APPEALS COMMITTEE 

C/- Department of Justice  
GPO Box 4356QQ 
Melbourne 3002 

Ph: (03) 9651 6934  Fax: (03) 9651 6981 
 

Applicant Information Sheet 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Every year tens of thousands of Victorians apply for licences or permits under the Firearms Act.  It is possible that some of 
these applications may be delayed for what applicants believe may be an unreasonable time. Some will be refused or have 
conditions imposed on them that the applicants believe are unjustified or unfair.  In many of these cases there is a simple and 
effective right of appeal that is binding on all concerned. 

 
THE FIREARMS APPEALS COMMITTEE 

 
In 1996, the Victorian Government established the Firearms Appeals Committee to provide an inexpensive, speedy and 
informal way of reviewing most types of decisions made by Victoria Police on firearms licences.  It is entirely independent of 
both the Government and of the Police force.  The Committee can be contacted by mail or facsimile. Refer to the header of this 
sheet for details. 

WHO CAN APPEAL? 
 
Rights of appeal are available to applicants for most categories of firearms licences, permits and range approvals (the list is too 
long to reproduce here).  The main exceptions are people classed by the Act as prohibited persons.  They face a ban on holding 
any firearms licence for a range of specified periods (see details at the end of this pamphlet).  If you are uncertain whether the 
type of application you made has an appeal right, or whether a conclusion by police that you are a prohibited person is correct, 
you may write to the Committee to check.   
 

STARTING AN APPEAL 
 

Four steps are required by law.  They are quite simple, although if you leave out any one of them you will lose your rights of 
appeal. 
An appeal is lodged by writing a letter giving sufficient details to identify you and the decision you are appealing (a copy of the 
refusal letter will assist).  You must also state the nature and grounds of your objections and why you believe the decision was 
wrong.  If you have material you think will help you, then include copies, but retain your originals and a copy of the letter.  
Make sure that you give your address and a reliable daytime contact telephone number. 
Step 1: You must lodge your appeal by completing the following 3 steps within 28 days of the notice of decision being given to 

you by police. 
 
Step 2: The letter must be sent to the Firearms Appeals Committee. Refer to the front of this brochure for mailing details. 
 
Step 3: You must also send a copy of the letter to the Chief Commissioner of Police to the following address: 
  Chief Commissioner 

C/- Regulatory Services Branch 
 (Legal Support Services) 

GPO Box 2807AA 
 Melbourne Vic 3001 

 
The Firearms Appeals Committee cannot send this letter for you. 
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Step 4: The prescribed fee of $30.00 must be made payable to the Firearms Appeals Committee.  Send a cheque or money 
order with your letter. 

 
THE APPEAL HEARING 

 
You will be notified in writing of the date, time and place of the hearing.  Whilst you are not obliged to attend (you can rely on 
the written material you have submitted), results are usually better in cases where applicants are present. 
 
Your appeal will be heard by a Committee of 3:  
 

• a lawyer member presiding as chairman,  
• a member with expertise in firearms; and  
• a community member.  

 
The hearing will be less formal than a court proceeding.  The chairman will assist you in presenting your case if you do not have 
legal representation. 
 
Appeals begin with a summary of the case by the police representative and, in some cases, police witnesses may be called to 
give evidence.  It will then be your turn to present your side of the case.  You may do this by making a statement or (preferably) 
by giving sworn evidence.  You can also hand to the Committee any written material or photographs you think are relevant or 
call on anyone you have brought with you to give evidence on your behalf. 
 
When the hearing is finished the Committee will retire to consider its finding, then the chairman will deliver the decision.  
Written reasons may be given at a later date. 
 

LEGAL REPRESENTATION 
 
It is up to you whether or not you arrange a lawyer for the hearing.  About 60 percent of the cases before the Committee do not 
have legal representation. 

 
WITNESSES, FRIENDS AND INTERPRETERS 

 
You may bring anyone you want to your appeal.  If you need to bring witnesses and they want some proof of attendance for 
their employers then a letter can be provided.  In exceptional circumstances the Committee can arrange for a witness to be 
placed under subpoena.  A period of at least 5 days notice is required.  If you require an interpreter then it is up to you to 
arrange one.  Witness and interpreter expenses are your responsibility. 

 
ADJOURNMENTS 

 
If you have some other important commitment on the date or at the time fixed for an appeal then you should notify the 
Committee as soon as you become aware of it.  You may do this by fax.  Do not leave this until the last minute.  The hearing 
will be put off until another date if it is possible to do so without unduly inconveniencing anyone else who is involved.  
Repeated adjournments will not be allowed unless there are very compelling reasons. 

 
COSTS AND EXPENSES 

 
The Committee has no power to award costs, expenses or compensation.  Any expenses or losses you incur in bringing the 
appeal are your own responsibility.  You cannot be ordered to pay any costs or expenses incurred by the police. 

 
FURTHER APPEALS 

 
If you or the police are not satisfied with the decision of the Committee, then a right of appeal exists to the Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (VCAT).  Time limits apply.  You should contact VCAT for details. 
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PROHIBITED PERSONS 
 
In general terms a prohibited person is a person who has been: 
 
• Imprisoned for a serious offence, assault or drug offence anywhere in Australia (ban of 5 years if the sentence is under 

5 years, ban of 15 years if 5 years or more). 
 
• Made subject to an Intervention Order under the Crimes (Family Violence) Act* or its equivalent in other States (where 

they are sometimes referred to as AVO’s).  The ban is 5 years from the end of the order. 
 
• Placed on a Community Based Order by a court (5 year ban) or found guilty by a court of an indictable offence or an 

offence against the Firearms Act* where it was open to the court to impose a prison sentence (12 month ban). 
 
 

* In some of these cases a Magistrate’s Court can lift the ban.  Check with the Clerk of Courts at your local court. 
 

NB:  These are general descriptions only.  See Firearms Act 1996,  Section 3, for the precise definitions 
 
 
 
 

Survey Results 
The information below is a summary of the results received from the recent survey. 
 
Question (1) - "To date, how satisfied have you been with the choice and location of venues for the shoots ?" 
Very 
Unsatisfied 

Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

Never shot No answer 

0 (0%) 2 (4%) 26 (54%) 18 (38%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 
 
Question 2(a) - " How would you rate your satisfaction with the following types of target lay-out : Incoming & outgoing 
practice targets." 
Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Never shot 
 

No answer 

2 (4%) 24 (50%) 18 (38%) 2 (4%) 2 (4%) 
 
Question 2 (b) - How would you rate your satisfaction with the following types of target lay-out : Tower. 
Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Never shot 
 

No answer 

0 (0%) 24 (50%) 19 (40%) 3 (6%) 2 (4%) 
 
Question 2 (c) " How you rate your satisfaction with following type of practice targets - Two person flush 
Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Never shot 
 

No answer 

2 (4%) 19 (40%) 21 (46%) 3 (6%) 2 (4%) 
 
Question 2 (d) " How would you rate your satisfaction with the following types of target lay-out : Three person flush" 
Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Never shot 
 

No answer 

2 (4%) 12 (25%) 15 (31%) 17 (36%) 2 (4%) 
 
Question 2 (e) - " How would you rate your satisfaction with the following types of target lay-out : Rabbit" 
Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Never shot 
 

No answer 

5(10%) 17 (36%) 19 (40%) 5(10%) 2 (4%) 
 

This information is current as at 1 January 2005 
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Question 3 - How satisfied are you that all shoots are conducted with safety as the main focus ? 
Very 
Unsatisfied 

Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

No answer 

1(2%) 1(2%) 14 (29%) 30 (63%) 2 (4%) 
Question 4 - In order to keep waiting times to a  minimum - do we need more back-up trappers so that the other trappers 
can take a break without interrupting the shooting ? 
Agree Disagree No answer 
40 (84%) 4 (8%) 4 (8%) 
 
Question 5 - In order to keep waiting times to a minimum - do we need more throwers and trappers ? 
Agree Disagree No answer 
37 (77%) 17 (15%) 4 (8%) 
 
Question 6 - Overall ... how satisfied are you with the number of shoots scheduled each year ? 
Very 
Unsatisfied 

Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

No answer  

0 (0%) 6 (13%) 28 (58%) 11 (23%) 3 (6%) 
 
Question 7 -  On the scheduled shooting days – Is the shoot administration and tickets sales are well-organized, with 
minimal time wasted? 
Yes No No answer 
43 (90%) 2 (4%) 3 (6%) 
 
Question 8 -  About the Newsletter…. Is the information about upcoming shoots clear and well-presented ? 
Yes No  
47 (98%) 1 (2%)  
 
Question 9 -  About the Newsletter….  Are the articles in the newsletter informative and relevant ? 
Yes No  
47 (98%) 1 (2%)  
Question 10 -  About the Newsletter….  The newsletter looks professional and responsibly promotes the Club and its 
activities ? 
Yes No  
47 (98%) 1 (2%)  
 
Question 11 -  About the Newsletter….  The newsletter is an effective way of communicating with all members.? 
Yes No  
47 (98%) 1 (2%)  
 
Question 12 - How important to you is it for the Club to have the Newsletter ? 
Not important at 
all 

Important Very Important 

0 (0%) 12 (25%) 36 (75%) 
 
Question 14 - About the Vintagers and the Committee of Management….. How satisfied are you with overall 
administrative and organizational planning of Club’s activities by the Committee of Management? 
Very 
Unsatisfied 

Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

No answer 

0 (0%) 1 (2%) 24 (50%) 23 (48%) 0 (0%) 
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Question 15 - Through the work of the Committee of Management, how satisfied are you with the direction of the club ? 
Very 
Unsatisfied 

Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

No answer 

1 (2%) 0 (0%) 23 (48%) 24 (50%) 0 (0%) 
 
Question 16 - How important is it to you that the Vintager’s strongly keeps to its main aim of supporting the 
appreciation of pre-1940 smoothbores ?   
Not important at 
all 

Important Very Important 

3 (6%) 16 (33%) 29 (61%) 
 
Question 17 - Did you think that the current annual membership fee is value for money ?   
Yes No  
48 (100%) 0 (0%)  
 
Question 18 -  How satisfied are you with the President’s Report in the Newsletter and its information about the Club’s 
management? 
Very 
Unsatisfied 

Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

No answer 

1 (2%) 0 (0%) 34 (71%) 13 (27%) 0 (0%) 
 
Question 19 - Overall, how satisfied are you with the work by the Committee of Management in developing a positive 
profile of the club through articles, Guest luncheons, and the Club Website ?    
Very 
Unsatisfied 

Unsatisfied Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

No answer 

0 (0%) 1 (2%) 22 (46%) 23 (48%) 2 (4%) 
 
Question 20 -  Are the special luncheon presentations an important part of the Vintager’s club activities?   
Yes No No answer 
41 (86%) 5 (10%) 2 (4%) 
 
 
Question 21 - Would you personally recommend the Vintager’s to another collector / shooter? 
Yes No  
48 (100%) 0 (0%)  
 
Question 22 -  The original charter of the Vintager's refers to the appreciation of guns (1860 - 1940) that are of side/side 
configuration only…..Should this primary focus on side/side guns, be amended to now allow American, European &/or 
British O/U's? 
Yes No Undecided 
9 (18%) 32 (67%) 7 (15%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual views expressed in 
Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the 

Vintagers (Order of Edwardian gunners) Inc., and are not to be 
taken seriously. 
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