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The Committee of Management welcomes our new 
Members who have recently joined the Vintagers.  
They are: Ian Everson, Brian Dungey, Frank 
Scandolera, Greg Vella, G Johnstone, Jeff Holt, Tony 
Ashdown, Scott McIntyre, Leigh Mackie, Nick Ryan, Ian 
Reid, David Henderson, Colum Stoney and Robert 
Geddes.  We sincerely wish you enjoyment within the 
Club as a Member. 
 
 

Shoot Calendar. 
 
Confirmed  50 Target Sporting 
17 September 2006 – Melbourne Gun Club, refer to 
enclosed flyer. 
 
Proposed  Annual General Meeting, Annual 
Vintage Cup and Christmas Shoot 
19 November 2006 – Frankston Australian Clay Target 
Club.  
A flyer and formal notification of the Annual General 
Meeting will be forwarded closer to the time. 
 
 

 

 
Members 
Are you financial?  Have you renewed your 
membership?  If not, please do so as soon as possible 
as this will be your last Newsletter.  Don’t forget that 
when it comes the time for you to renew your Firearms 
Licence, or purchase a category B firearm you are 
reminded that the Vintagers is a recognized club by 
Victoria Police Licencing Division. 
 
 
 
 

President’s Report 
Phil Taylor, President 
Firstly, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all 
those who have taken the time to contribute articles 
for this edition of the newsletter.  I can only reiterate 
that with your continued support the newsletter will 
be posted out on a regularly quarterly basis.  Please 
keep those articles or photographs flowing in to Judith; 
you can remain anonymous should you prefer. 

Whilst our shotgun shoots have been well attended, 
regrettably our rifle events at the Big Game Rifle 
Range, Eagle Park, seem to have not attracted your 
support.  This has been somewhat disappointing, 
particularly in view of the considerable personal time 
taken in organizing such, as well as the financial loss 
to the Club.  Bearing in mind that our Club pays a 
$150 ground fee as a subsidy for our members who 
are not SSAA members to enter the grounds, and our 
Club needs to show evidence in support of its interim 
license as a recognized Shooting club, I put it to you, 
“how do we encourage you to attend those once a year 
rifle shoots?”  Any feedback, or recommendation on 
just what we, the Committee of Management, need to 
do or achieve in relation to the rifle shoot, so as to 
attract your interest in attending, would be 
appreciated. 

For those of you who are not aware, the Cranbourne 
Gun Club, at which we were regular guests, closed its 
grounds in August as a result of the property owner 
not proceeding with the renewal of the lease.  
Cranbourne was a most popular venue on our shoot 
calendar.  The Cranbourne committee is endeavoring 
to secure new grounds and we will keep you advised 
as to their progress.   

We have scheduled two more shoots before Xmas 
(including our famous “Vintage Cup Down-under” and 
our Annual General Meeting, and look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 

Committee Members 
 
President: Phillip Taylor 0417 400 411 
V. President: Bill Rutherford 9802 9605 
Secretary: Judith Kent 0408 619 226 
Treasurer: Peter J Smith 0428 332 781 
 
General Committee 
Mark Brenton  0405 517 501 
Greg Menzies  0425 705 677 
 
Fax No.:  (03) 9572 0069 
 
Email:  judithk@bigpond.com 
 
Mailing Address: 
 The Secretary 
 PO Box 269 
 Carnegie   Vic   3163 
 Australia 
 
Website:  www.vintagers.org.au 
 
All correspondence must be addressed to the 

Secretary.  No responsibility will be taken 
should it be handled by any other person. 

 

V I N T A G E R S   N E W S L E T T E R 
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James W. Rosier 
By Lionel Swift 

This article was stumbled over just recently over a 
reproduction copy of the original 16 page “Weekly 
Times”, of 11th September 1869.  It was reproduced as 
an insert in the 120th anniversary issue “Times” both of 
which has been kept, dated 5th September 1989. 
An entry in the original which may interest Vintagers is 
an advertisement from an early firearms supplier in 
Melbourne. (James W. Rosier, already mentioned, 
perhaps, in recent articles?) The ad. is supported by 
four very small illustrations of two long arms and two 
revolvers. 
Unfortunately a photocopy or similar would not 
reproduce, as it is in small face of approx. 8pt, one 
column wide, and was already a ‘copy of a copy’ when 
reproduced ithe ” Eley” reference must surely be one 
of the earliest mentions of this famous brand name in 
Australia, and it’s interesting that they returned in 
2005! 
 
I reproduce the text of the advert. verbatim 
hereunder: 
 
“James W. Rosier 
Gun, rifle, and pistol maker, 
Importer and Dealer in every description of Firearms, 
Gun material and Ammuniton. 
Has on SALE- 
Breech loading fowling pieces, from £6.10s upwards, 
Snider and other carbines, 
Tranter’s Revolvers, 
Rabbit Rifles and Saloon Guns, 
Gun Locks, Springs, Furniture, Stocks in the rough; 
and all the requisite fittings, both for Guns and Pistols. 
Portable Gun cases. 
Powder of the best brands; Shot, Wire Cartridges; 
Caps; Breech loading cases, Wads and Caps, 
And all goods as per Eley Bros. List. 
Very neat and sound seven shot, small size, Breech – 
loading Revolvers, from £3 upwards. 
Receives monthly shipments of all new goods. 
All goods warranted. 
Every description of repairs carefully carried and 
expeditiously executed, and forwarded by mail to any 
part of the Colonies. 
Note the address,- 
James W. Rosier, 45 Little Collins street East, 
Melbourne” 
 
(end Ad.) 
 
 
Note that it is literally verbatim, I have left the 
capitalisation, line breaks, and punctuation in the 
quaint form of those days. 
No doubt many of the pistols advertised survived until 
the first notorious police instigated gun-grab of 
1927/1928. 
This was when police recommended laws banning the 
private ownership of pistols first came into effect. A 

gullible parliament (is there any other??) quickly 
enacted the suggested regulations. As can be 
imagined, not many pistols were quickly surrendered, 
computerised records - or any records! - being 
unavailable. 
A later police door knock through the suburbs 
succeeded in the collection of thousands of pistols, 
including one from each of two of my uncles in Monee 
Ponds, who had them for home defence. 
And still the police, pollies (and parrots?) say that 
registration is not for confiscation! (Carl Marx was 
more honest, he said: “If you would subjugate a 
nation, first register all guns. Then confiscate all guns.” 
It is believed that Hitler was the first to adopt Marx’ 
suggestion.) 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN ANTIQUE ARMS AUCTIONS 
PTY LTD 

 
AUCTION 27 

1ST OCTOBER 2006 
 

Proudly present Auction 27 consisting of 
approximately 660 lots. 
Sunday October 1st 2006  

at  
Eley Park Community Centre 

Viewing:  12.00 noon to 5.00pm  
Saturday 30th September; 

8.00am to 9.45am Sunday 1st October. 
Auction commences 10.00am 

 
Australian Antique Arms Auctions Pty Ltd is proud 
to offer many sporting arms of interest to fellow 
Vintagers, including a large collection of pioneer 
and colonial punt guns, swivel guns and large 
shoulder wildfowlers in both flintlock and 
percussion. 
 
Shot guns include fine examples by: Chas Pryse 
(Woodward Automatic) 20g; cased Purdey pinfire 
conversion; Holland & Holland Royal Ejector; 2 
cased Westley Richards shotguns of high quality 
and condition; WW Greener Royal game gun; 
quality W&C Scott 14g; Interesting Thomas 
Turner Semi-Hammerless shotgun; Boswell under 
lever hammer 10g; heavy Cashmore 10g 
percussion shotgun. Others by William Powell, 
Geo Gibbs, Churchill, Lancaster, Cogswell and 
Harrison, Holloway and Naughton, G & S 
Holloway, Army and Navy, Bonehill, Hollis, 
Needham, Darne, AyA, Winchester, and SKB. 
Sporting Rifles include: Lee Speed 303; 
Mannlicher Schoenauer M1910 takedown; Steyr 
1899 takedown; cased Geo Gibbs 256 Mag; 
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Rigby 275; Winchester pre-64 M 70 in 30-06; as 
well as many sporting Sniders and Martini’s. 
 
CATALOGUES (hard copy and online 
www.antiquearms.com.au) available first week in 
September (all going well!) 
 
Contact: ROB LANSELL -  0409 348 577 

 ROLY MARTYN - 0428 543 377 
 CHERYL MARTYN - 03 9848 7951 

 
 
 

Interesting History 
From Heath Morris 
 
In 1845 in Tasmania, Bushrangers held up the 
residence of a certain Mr. Robert White, stealing 
amongst other items, two guns and two pairs of 
pistols. 
One of these guns was a Joseph Manton.  After the 
capture of the Bushrangers the gun was returned to its 
owner.   
I often wonder whether this gun is still in existence? 
 
On Joseph Manton’s gravestone in an English 
Cemetery – “an everlasting monument to his unrivalled 
genius is already in every quarter of the globe by his 
celebrity as the greatest artist in firearms that this 
world has ever produced”. 
 
 
 

An extract from “The Strange Laws of Old England” 
by Nigel Cawthorne 
A contribution from Mr Speaker. 
 
No Fun 
One of the purposes of law is to limit fun and lead 
people into the paths or righteousness.  This seldom 
works, however, for when it comes to pleasure, people 
will sooner or later find a way to indulge themselves, 
and no one has ever succeeded in legislation for virtue.  
But still they keep on trying. 
 
Unlawful games 
The Unlawful Games Act of 1541 banned such ‘new 
and crafty games as logetting in the fields and slide-
thrift, otherwise called shove-groat’.  This hardly 
qualifies as the height of sin but, apparently, these 
games had become so popular in the houses, alleys 
and recreational areas of London that they were 
distracting men from practicing archery to such an 
extent that ‘divers bowyers and fletchers, for lack of 
work, had gone and inhabit themselves in Scotland 
and other places out of this realm, there working and 
teaching their science to the puissance [power] of the 
same, to the great comfort of estrangers and the 
detriment of this real’. 

 
The Act aimed to crack down on this and made it 
illegal for foreigners to use a longbow; nor were 
foreigners allowed to export bows and arrows.  
Meanwhile every Englishman between 17 and 60 who 
was not lame, decrepit or maimed, a priest, a justice 
or a ‘baron of the exchequer’ had to keep a longbow 
and arrows in his house and practice shooting.  Any 
man who had a ‘man-child’ between the ages of seven 
and 17 in his house had to keep a bow and two shafts 
to teach the boy archery.  If the boy was a servant, 
the price of the bow and arrows could be deducted 
from his wages.  Once the boy reached 17, he had to 
provide the bow and arrows himself. 
 
The Act also required magistrates to stop unlawful 
games and close down the houses where they were 
played.  Although any nobleman whose property was 
worth more than £100 a year was allowed to permit 
his servants to play ‘cards, dice, tables, bowls or tennis 
… within the precincts of their houses, gardens or 
orchards’, these games were banned for craftsmen. 
 

……………………………. 
 

Did you know that: 
 

It’s against the law to check into a hotel in  
London under assumed names for the purpose 

of love-making? 
 

The law of habeas corpus came about because 
of a London lady’s drunken parties? 

 
Under a statute of Edward II all whales washed 

up on the shore belong to the monarch? 
 

Under a Tudor law Welshmen are not 
allowed into the city of Chester after dark? 

 
 

Looking back 80 years 
By Heath Morris 
 
As I approach my 80th Birthday (very close) I look 
back and see all the freedoms we have lost, all 
regulated out of existence.  “It makes one wonder at 
times why we all volunteered for our country all those 
years ago”. 
 
The days when shooting was accepted as a respectable 
recreation and many hardware shops stocked shotguns 
and twenty twos, not registration or permits to 
purchase then (and very little armed crime).  Which 
brings me to a story told to me years ago. 
 
The three gentlemen concerned are long dead, but still 
no names no pack drill. 
 
The incident at Kerang town swamps some years 
before World War II.  Two gentlemen were up from 
Melbourne for a duck shoot, having shot the swamp on 
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Forbes Wholesale Pty Ltd 
 

the Saturday they decided to try again on the Sunday 
morning (no Sunday shooting then). 
 
It was decided to ascertain the local Police attitude, so 
going to the station they consulted the Sergeant who 
was on duty.  When asked how his hearing was he 
replied, very good, again asked would he hear 
shooting on the town swamp on the Sunday morning 
he replied, possibly.  But he also said that if he 
received a complaint about the shots he would have to 
investigate.  The two gentlemen duly proceeded to the 
swamp, one waded out into the swamp the other sat 
on a chair at the edge of the swamp reading a book 
with his gun on his lap just in case. 
 
After a while the Sergeant came down and asked the 
gentleman seated on the chair if the shooting was 
annoying him, he replied (naturally) not in the 
slightest.  The Sergeant said very good and proceeded 
back to the station.  All parties were satisfied. 
 
A very practical and enlightened attitude all around.  
Another case 3 heard of was of an elderly gentleman 
who used to be left sitting on a chair at the swamps 
edge while the rest of the party shot on the swamp.  
One day they returned to find the old timer dead in his 
chair with his gun across his lap. 
 
A fitting way to go for a shooting man don’t you think? 
 
A very happy 80th birthday to you Heath.  We hope you 
had a wonderful day. 
 
 
 

 

Extension of Amnesties Affecting Firearm 
Collectors 
The Amnesties affecting firearm collectors, following 
recent amendments to the Victorian Firearms Act 
1996, has been extended (yet again) until 31 March 
2007. 
The Amnesty pertains to the registration of all 
handguns manufactured before 1900 that use 
percussion, or post percussion development, as a 
means of ignition.  Pre-percussion handguns are 
exempt and are not required to be registered. 
There is also an Amnesty in respect the fitting of a 
monitored alarm.  The Victorian Firearms Act 1996 
requires that the premises of all firearm collectors 
where more the 5 firearms (one of which is a handgun) 
are stored, be fitted with an effective alarm. 
Victoria Police are urging all collectors to legalise their 
position prior to 31 March 2007 if not already done so. 
 
 
 
 

Articles urgently wanted! 

What more can we say, other than we 
desperately need articles for the Newsletter.  
Without you the members contributing 
Peter and I cannot keep searching for 
articles of interest.  We have exhausted our 
sources.  Please put pen to paper and fax it 
or put your fingers to the keyboard and type 
something for the benefit of all members. 
 
 
 

 
03 9439 6111 

www.forbesws.com.au 
 

We are specialist gun dealers, catering to collectors, target shooters & 
black powder shooters, we don’t have much in the way of modern day 

guns but we do have lots of replica and original guns in interesting 
models. 

 
Cased double rifles (Colt Pattern) in 45-70,  8 x 57JRS or 9.3 x  74R 
by Pedersoli available with matching 20# shot barrels to order, these 
are well made hammer guns in true 19th century style made with the 

latest technology equipment at reasonable prices. 
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Replica muzzle loading rifles, pistols and shotguns and historical 
cartridge rifles such as the Sharps, Remington & Trapdoor styles by 

Pedersoli. 
 

Collectable firearms from Europe, particularly ex military from 
auction rooms and arsenal clearances, we have a buyer who will try to 

obtain your requirements to order, we have recently managed to fill 
out several collections with scarce items that or clients have been 
seeking for many years. We regularly get catalogues from arms 

auctions all over Europe and will bid on desired items if required. 
 

Agents for RWS ammunition, highest quality ammunition from 
Germany in rimfire, centrefire calibres (often the only source for some 

calibres) and air pellets. 
Reloading components for unusual centrefire calibres. 

 
RWS Shotshells for hunting and target shooting in 12, 16 & 20 guage 

available in 67.5 & 70 mm cases. 
 

Components for shotshell reloading, we stock 12# plastic wads for 28g 
loading and we also have hard cards, fibre cushion wads and overshot 

cards for black powder reloading, most sizes from .410 to 4 gauge 
available. 

 
 

Black Powder in Stock. 
Call for your requirements. 

 
 

A True Handicapped World Champion 
By Peter J Smith 
 
It would be fair to say that many of you would be 
familiar with such notable past shooting identities such 
as Mackintosh, Burns, Sutherland, (aka “Calrossie”) 
and the like.  But I wonder just how many of you are 
familiar with the name W. G. ”Bill” Downie?   

I have the pleasure in giving you a brief resume of the 
career of one of the greatest shots in my humble 
opinion that Australia has ever produced,- a man who 
overcame a disability that would have stopped most.; 
the loss of his left eye and left forearm. 

Bill was born at New Norfolk, Tasmania, in 1879.  His 
family was pastoralists and at an early age Bill was 
introduced to the gun.  He was regarded as a natural 
shot and soon proved his ability in competitive live bird 
shooting.  At the age of 13, he won his first 
championship at Bothwell, Tasmania.  Bill continued 
with considerable success at shoots all over the island, 
and recorded a long list of wins from the back mark. 

In 1917 Bill met with an accident that would have put 
most of us out of shooting for life.  Whilst working on 
one of the family estates, he was seriously injured 
when a stick of gelignite exploded, during a stump 
removal program.  In this accident he lost his left 
forearm and his left eye.  Naturally, it took some 
considerable time for Bill to adapt himself to his new 
circumstances, but the urge for the gun was strong 
and he set about the task.  It was a happy day in the 
Downie home when Bill expressed the desire to “go 
and have a shot”.  His courage and determination to 
overcome his misfortune was, and still is, an 

inspiration and object lesson to those who are 
prepared to “throw in the towel” at the slightest 
provocation.  

IN 1924 Bill decided to try his luck on the Australian 
mainland live bird circuit and came to Melbourne.  
Whilst the opposition was much stronger, it was not 
long before he was running op strings of 17 and 18 
first barrel kills.  The experience that he gained 
improved his shooting, particularly meeting and 
shooting with the Grant brothers, Medway, and 
“Calrossie”.  Bill’s shooting became so consistent that 
later that year he purchased a new 12 bore Purdey SLE 
serial number 226xx with 30” barrels, regulated to 
shoot 6” high at 40 yards with 1¼ ounces of number 6 
shot, for £165 ($330) from Donald Mackintosh. 

On 8th November 1927 Bill left Melbourne on board the 
S.S. Cathay along with fellow Australian shooters 
Medway and “Calrossie” to try his luck at what was 
regarded as the pinnacle of achievement for live bird 
shooters, the World’s Triennial Pigeon Championship at 
Monte Carlo.  

The event commenced on 27th February 1928 with 82 
entries from all over the world.  Bill was the very 
modest winner of 2 gold medals and 71600 francs.  For 
the record, Donald Mackintosh competed at the Monte 
Carlo Triennial on 3 occasions, but only gained a 
second place in 1907, the year that Hector Fraser, 
another “Aussie”, won it. 

Bill shot the event with his beloved Purdey, but as a 
back up measure also took his 12 bore Cogswell and 
Harrison Avant Tout, serial number 203xx.  Both guns 
remain in private hands and are still in occasional use.  

Bill went on to win numerous Commonwealth pigeon, 
galahs, and starling championships up until around the 
mid 1940’s.  Bill even entered the field of 124 entries 
in the 1954 Kerang Gun Club Commonwealth Galahs 
Championship, but without success.  He was then 75 
years of age and shooting with his newly acquired 
Boswell “Gold Line” SLE serial number 182xx.  This 
cased high grade 2 barrel set also remains in private 
hands.  Bill passed away on 5/7/1967 and is buried in 
Melbourne.  Ironically, prior to his death, he lived only 
about 2 kilometers from where Judith and I live, but 
(regrettably) I never knew him or knew of him until 
just recently. 

There is much more research to be done in relation to 
Bill, and if any of the readers have any information, I 
would be pleased to hear from you. 
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Famous Australian Shooters taken at the Military 
Club, South Yarra, in 1962 

 
Top Row L to R:  J Newton Thomas, H James, K Veall 
Bottom Row:  Jack Sutherland (“Calrossi”), W (Bill) 
Downie 
 
 
 

 

Interesting advertisements placed in the Australian 
Shooters and Anglers News 15th May 1950 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vintagers Cup, 30/10/05 
By N.B. 
 
Woke early Sunday morning 6:30am in anticipation of 
the 9:00am ferry trip to Geelong Gun Club for the 
annual Vintagers Cup.  As the Name Vintagers would 
suggest, guns used are from the Edwardian period, all 
side by side and differing in configuration from black 
powder to nitro, from hammer gun to side locks and 
box locks to name just a few.  The Vintagers Club 



Issue No. 21, September 2006 Hammers Back 

Page 7 

strongly encourages period wear to be worn and 
seeing as this is the annual cup challenge, period wear 
not worn draws a severe handicap. 
As I mentioned before, woke early to be greeted by a 
magnificent spring day, usual breakfast consisted of 4 
coffees and a dozen Winnie blues.  As the morning 
ritual dictates, was sitting in the reading room for my 
daily bowel movement when the mobile rang, as the 
phone was on the kitchen bench I wasn’t about to run 
and answer it, I was only half way through my 
business and the prospects of not finishing the mail 
section in the latest playboy may have upset me even 
more.  After finishing my business and more 
importantly the other article I started reading the 
morning previous, I emerged from the reading room 
with a smile on my face and that extra spring in the 
step, you all know what I mean, just after you’ve had 
the dump of hell, to be greeted at the front door by my 
traveling companion, Keith (smile disappeared from 
face).  Its one thing to be greeted that early on a 
Sunday morning by ones wife after a drunken rampage 
through Rosebud the night before but, to be greeted 
by an angry Keith with seat pouring from his brow, 
snot running down his chin and steam wafting from his 
cranium is another.  “What time do you think it is” he 
enquired “flaming 7:00am” I replied “It may be 
7:00am in Bakker land but daylight savings started 
last night you twat” …..SHIT! 
Jumped into shower while leader of opposition made 
us breakfast, mmm, more crumpet, only this time with 
jam on it, ate breakfast downed with another coffee, 
jumped into car and headed to ferry, plenty of time to 
spare!!! 
Paid money at gate and parked car on ferry.  
Proceeded to upper viewing deck at pointy end of 
ferry.  Keith being an avid bird watcher armed himself 
with a pair of binoculars, at this point I tried to distant 
myself from him as I knew what was about to happen 
– a bird watching lesson, “aw look at that, a sulpher 
crested gannet, magnificent!”  “aw look at that, a black 
eyed two toed homing gannet, magnificent!”  “Aw look 
at that, a distempered pole dwelling gannet showing 
signs of a fish bone stuck in its throat, poor sod, 
magnificent”.  T’was the longest half hour ferry trip 
I’ve ever taken, but all the time thinking to myself that 
it was kind of ironic having a bird watching lesson from 
the pigeon murderer. 
Ferry birthed at Queenscliff and drove in a Geelong 
bound direction.  Looked at dials on dash of car, one of 
them showed white pointy thing pointing to a red E, 
hmm, car thirsty, must fill.  Drove into next available 
servo and pulled up next to rather attractive wench 
wearing a mini skirt driving a four wheel drive.  Never 
in my experience of refueling a car have I ever known 
it to be a two person operation, but on this occasion I 
had the assistance of my shooting companion.  “Would 
you like me to check the tyre pressures Neil?”  
“Checked them yesterday, but if you insist” “how about 
the diff oil level?”  There he was lying on the ground 
checking stuff on the car with eyes focused in every 
direction but the car. 
Arrived at Geelong Gun Club around 11:00am, parked 
car between a couple of Porches and a Cobra (the 

dunny door didn’t quite fit the picture but ah well), 
would have been there earlier except traveling 
companion, after consulting Melway, led us on the 
tourist route to Gun Club, just as well we filled the car 
with motion lotion! 
First time I’ve been to Geelong Gun Club and I must 
say was rather impressed with the location, traps set 
up on a cliff top shooting out towards the Geelong Bay. 
Said G’day to the people we knew and proceeded to 
Club House for coffee.  As with most Vintagers shoots 
there is usually a display of fine side be sides, but on 
this occasion there weren’t nearly as many, not to be 
disheartened, Keith found a couple on display and 
proceeded to inspect them in his usual way, for the ill 
informed Keith wears shorts most of the time for this 
gives him quick access to parts of the anatomy for 
Keithies other hobby, monkey spanking, he justifies 
this horror act on account of high blood pressure due 
to excitement and tells everyone it is doctor 
prescribed. 
Time to nom up, I joined the cue to the office where 
Keith emerged panting with his tongue hanging from 
his mouth and joined the cue as well (should of pushed 
him off the ferry when I had the chance I was 
thinking).  We were in squad 10, this gave us plenty of 
time to prepare our stuff and have a practice.  DTL 
trap I was set and we had 5 practice.  The actual 
course consisted of 7 stations of simulated targets 
shooting two rounds of 26.  My choice of gun was a 2½ 
inch chambered Charles Osborne box lock where Keith 
chose his old faithful Isaac Hollis hammer gun.  “Get 
your dollar ready looser” I heard “bring it on” I replied. 
Without boring you with sho shot what, results after 
the first round were Keith 16 and me 21!  Keith 
reduced once again to a miserable wretch of a looser, 
was seen sulking behind the men’s urinal crying “why 
mumsie, why”.  Where’s me dollar I asked in a caring 
and compassionate tone.  He just got up walked 
towards the highway mumbling something about 
wanting to be run over by a Mack truck as the pain 
wouldn’t be as bad as what he just encountered.  At 
this point I didn’t realize he also suffered from 
tourett’s.  Round two, not contented with the flogging 
both Keithies new mate Alistair the vet and myself 
gave him, he chose to get his trusty Aya from the car.  
Research revels that an Aya is a Spanish gun and the 
Vintagers being a British association any use of a 
“foreign” gun does not qualify, therefore any scores 
further recorded by Keith didn’t qualify, (its good to 
make up the rules as we progress through the day!). 
Presentation time revealed that neither of us featured 
in the winners circle with the low boats to be seated to 
the rear of the club house, I turned to him from 
amongst the front rows and waved.  “Hi Keithie”, only 
to observe that he was in his own world of denial and 
was amusing himself trying to catch flies like a dog 
does with its snout on a hot day.  The journey home 
once again via the ferry was a quiet somber occasion, 
my shooting companion in the back seat with a paper 
bag over his head singing nursery rhymes.  Drove 
down the drive at home and presented the shiny dollar 
coin to the leader of the opposition and requested that 
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she get it framed on Monday and hang it on the wall 
with the others. 
I assisted Keith out of my car and placed him in his 
and gave him a refresher guide on how to get home 
using the Melways, such was the dazed state he was 
in.  Cost me a couple of hundred to win one dollar but 
well worth it! 
 
Note:  The contents of this article are no way 
exaggerated; just ask Keith if you can find him! 
 
Til next time ……..  N.B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual views expressed in 
Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken seriously. 

Facts to Ponder 
The number of physicians in the good old U.S.A. is 
700,000.  Accidental deaths caused by physicians 
per year are 120000.  Therefore, accidental 
deaths per physician is 0.171 (statistics courtesy 
of the U.S. Department of Health Services).  Now 
think about this: 
The number of gun owners in the good old U.S.A. 
is 80,000,000.  The number of accidental gun 
deaths per year, all age groups, is 1500.  
Therefore, the number of accidental deaths per 
gun owner is 0.000188 (statistics courtesy of the 
FBI).  So, statistically, doctors are approximately 
9000 times more dangerous than gun owners. 
Now, not everyone has a gun, but almost 
everyone has a doctor, so should we consider a 
ban doctors before the situation gets completely 
out of hand? 


