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The Committee of Management welcomes our new 
Members who have recently joined the Vintagers.  
They are: John McCraith, Stephen Wood, Cherrie & 
Paul Pingnam, John Walker and Robert Mitchelson.  We 
sincerely wish you a very warm welcome and 
enjoyment within the Club as a Member. 
 
 

Shoot Calendar. 
 
Confirmed  18 February 2007 - Port Phillip F&G; 
  29 April 2007 - Geelong Gun Club; 
  17 June 2007 – SSAA (Vic) Eagle Park 
 
Proposed  19 August 2007 – Melbourne Gun Club 
 21 October 07 -.Vintage Cup – 

(Frankston-Australia Clay Target Club) 
 18 November 2007 – Xmas Shoot TBA 
 
 

Happy New Year to all Members of the 
Vintagers 

Members 
Are you financial?  Is your Shooters Licence current?  
Don’t forget, when it becomes time for you to renew 
your Firearms Licence, or even purchase a category B 
Firearm, you are reminded that the Vintagers is a 
recognized club by Victoria Police Licencing Division for 
these purposes. 
 
 
 

President’s Report 

Our 6th Annual General Meeting was conducted on the 
19th November 2006, a necessary formality which is 
required under the Incorporations Act.  Phil Taylor and 
Bill Rutherford decided not to stand for re-election.  
This resulted in Max Lee (sometimes referred to as the 
“resident photographer”) returning to the Committee, 
and John Rowe coming on board.  John, for those of 
you who don’t know, is the current Secretary of the 
Cranbourne chapter of Field and Game Australia, and 
brings with him an immense experience of target 
setting. 

For the benefit of those who were unable to attend the 
AGM, a copy of the Club’s financial report to 30th June 
2006 present at the meeting is also enclosed within 
this issue.   

We have had our first Committee Meeting with the 
newly elected Committee and have drafted up a shoot 
program for the first half of 2007.  Like all plans it 
could well be subjected to variations and refinements. 

Our opening shoot for 2007 will be at the Port Phillip 
Field and Game grounds on Sunday 18th February.  
This will be the first occasion on which our Club has 
shot on these grounds, and is a result of a request 
from many of you to support the Port Phillip location.  
In addition, the President of Port Phillip, Danny 
Genovese, and his Committee, have gone to 
considerable lengths to secure the grounds for our use 
on the Sunday (Port Phillip F&G normally shoot on a 
Saturday as another non shooting sporting club utilizes 
the grounds on Sunday).  I have it on good authority 
that Port Phillip is around 1 to 1¼ hours comfortable 
travel time from the CBD, about the same as Geelong.  
Danny is an enthusiastic Vintager member and 
extremely keen to show us what Port Phillip can offer.  
Please support this shoot so as to ensure that it is a 
successful day for both Port Phillip and us.  I hear that 
the coffee they serve at Port Phillip is legendary to say 
the least, and well worth the trip! 
 
 
 

V I N T A G E R S   N E W S L E T T E R 

Committee Members 
 
President: Peter J Smith 0428 332 781 
V. President: Mark Brenton 0405 517 501 
Secretary: Judith Kent 0408 619 226 
Treasurer: Greg Menzies 0425 705 677 
 
General Committee 
Max Lee  0425 705 677 
John Rowe 0409 192 847 
 
 
 
Fax No.:  (03) 9572 0069 
 
Email:  judithk@bigpond.com 
 
Mailing Address: 
 The Secretary 
 PO Box 269 
 Carnegie   Vic   3163 
 Australia 
 
Website:  www.vintagers.org.au 
 
All correspondence must be addressed to the 

Secretary.  No responsibility will be taken 
should it be handled by any other person. 
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With the untimely closure of Cranbourne we have been 
exploring alternative shoot locations.  A couple of our 
enthusiastic members are (also) keen Metropolitan 
Gun Club supporters and are of the opinion that they 
may be able to path the way for us to attend there.  A 
visit to Greenvale is also on the cards with some 
preliminary discussions already well under way.  The 
main problem that we, the Club has, is that we have to 
rely on ground space/timing, which is not always 
available. 

In relation to our annual rifle shoot, scheduled for 
Sunday 17th June, Neil Speed, (the humble winner of 
the 2006 Vintage Cup Down-Under), has put some 
considerable thought into it and submitted a program 
that we, the Committee, are confident will attract a far 
greater attendance.  Remember, it well may be raining 
in Melbourne, but it rarely rains at Eagle Park!   

Programs announcing and confirming the various 
shoots will be submitted to you nearer to the shoot 
dates, but in the interim, please diarize the proposed 
dates so as not to clash with your gardening, or 
household duties and the like. 

We have also managed to recently purchase from the 
Vintagers USA Chapter, 15 (100% silk) ties (in red, 
and green), and 10 money clips (incorporating knife, 
scissors and nail file – not recommended for air 
travel!).  These are for sale at $50 and $20 
respectively, on a “first come first serve basis” and will 
be available “to personal shoppers only” on the day at 
the Port Phillip shoot.  Both the ties and the money clip 
would make the ideal Mothers or Fathers day presents.  

In closing and on behalf of the Committee of 
Management, we wish each and every one of you a 
prosperous New Year.   

See you at Port Phillip! 

 

PS. Did anyone score a hammer-ejector for Xmas? 

 

 

The Well Known Identity Behind the Gun 

I read with considerable interest the other day that a 
cased matched pair of Charles Lancaster BLE’s (circa 
1889) has been offered for sale at the November 
Bonhams auction house in the UK, and that they had 
been owned by none other than a certain Sir Nigel 
Gresley.  Now those of us who are steam rail 
enthusiasts will immediately recognize the connection.  
Nigel was regarded both nationally and internationally 
as one of Britain’s most famous steam locomotive 
designer and engineers, and lived from 1876 to 1941.   

He designed the world famous Class A3 Flying 
Scotsman, the first steam driven locomotive officially 
recorded over 100 mph in passenger service, and the 
equally famous Class A4 Mallard, which still holds the 
record for being the fastest steam locomotive in the 
world (126 mph in 1938). 

Away from the office, Nigel enjoyed (apart from his 
family) wing shooting (especially wild fowl), fishing, 
and motoring.  His appreciation of shooting is reflected 
in the name of many of the Class A4 engines he 
designed and built;  “Mallard”,” Woodcock”, “Wild 
Swan”, “Falcon”, “Great Snipe”, to name but a few.  
Incidentally, he had a particular passion for rook 
shooting. 

 

 

Antique Handgun Collectors Licence 

Recent changes to the Firearms Act require that if you 
wish to purchase an antique handgun manufactured 
prior to 1900 (but not of a flintlock or other pre-
percussion type, then you will need to have an Antique 
Handgun Collectors Licence.  The new licence covers 
all pistols manufactured prior to 1900 that use 
percussion or cartridge ammunition (except muzzle 
loading black powder single shot pistols – these are 
exempt and are not required to be registered). 

Even if you hold a current Category 1 Collectors 
licence, you will still need the new licence if you have 
any pre 1900 percussion (except muzzle loading black 
powder single shot pistols), or pre 1900 cartridge 
pistols.  This is because the scope of the Category 1 
Collectors Licence has now been changed so that, 
subject to the current amnesty, it no longer covers any 
pre 1900 pistols, even those taking currently available 
cartridges.   

Even if the pistols are currently registered under a 
Category 1 Licence, the new licence is still required, as 
well as to attend to any registration transfers between 
the two licences. 

The amnesty expires on 1st April 2007. 

 
Please note that the current amnesty and the 
legislation are complex and this notice cannot cover all 

variables. 
 
 

Results from the 2006 Vintage Cup Down-under 
 
Vintage Cup Perpetual Trophy Neil Speed 
This year the Vintage Cup was strongly contested for in 
a large field of very experienced entries, but Neil was 
totally focused on winning and maintained his energy 
throughout the event.  Congratulations and well shot, 
Neil. 
 
1st Hammer Bill Paterson 
Bill displayed his dogmatic determination to win, 
having shot somewhat unsuccessfully the previous 
week at the Field and Game Nationals.  Bill commented 
after winning 1st Hammer that had he only used his 
beloved side-by-side at the Nationals, instead of the 
Browning under/over requiring a constant choke 
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change, he would have fared far better, and would not 
have suffered from a bout of severe wrist RSI.   
2nd Hammer Jack Milne 
3rd Hammer Graham Jolly 
 
1st B/Powder Richard Ewe 
Richard is an extremely hard man to beat in this 
section.  Some even believe that the fumes and smoke 
he continually inhales from the black powder tends to 
give him an (unfair?) advantage over the rest of the 
field. 
2nd B/Powder Warwick Bromby 
3rd B/Powder Heath Morris 
 
1st Ladies Judith Kent 
Judith only just took out the honours here.  However, 
the manner in which both Sue and Pat handled the 
clays ensured that it was a very close contest right up 
to the final clay.  Incidentally, both Sue and Pat had 
never shot before with the guns that they competed 
with on the day, which did put them at a disadvantage. 
2nd Ladies Sue Bennett 
3rd Ladies Pat Swann 
 
Encouragement Awards to Chris Hammond; Natham 
McColl; Stephen Wood; Jack Bennett 
 
The Burkie Award Bill Swann 
Bill is a true gentleman and a very deserved winner.  
Bill, anyone who is quite prepared to drive an eye 
catching “Kermit green” coloured car is always a 
winner! 
 
A.V. Schembri Perpetual Trophy The Everson 
family 
The Everson father and son combination come from 
Seymour and despite the distance involved, are always 
strong supporters of our shoots.  Well done, lads. 
 
Best Gun Perpetual Trophy Rob Lansell 
Rob shot with his cased L90 grade W.W. Greener SLE.  
For those of you who have not had the opportunity, 
take the time to have a look at it.  It is truly a rare and 
magnificent outfit.   
 
The Committee of Management wishes to express a 
sincere vote of thanks to those who sponsored the 
shoot and generously contributed to the fun and 
success of the day.   

• John and Barbara Mialls from Mialls Gun 
Shop 

• Ian Head of World Class Wing Shooting 
Expeditions 

• Josh and Morgan Raymond from Raytrade 
• Patrik Mort from Boronia Firearms 

• Robert (Rob) Lansell from Australian Arms 
Auctions P/L 

• George Inati of Mikes Bottleshop, 
Cranbourne 

• Max Lee and Greg Menzies from Medlee P/L 
• Graham Forbes from Forbes Wholesale P/L 

• Those (very) private people who wish to 
remain anonymous. 

 

 

Hold On and Snap Shooting 
The following article was printed in the Australian 
Shooters and Anglers News June 1947 edition.  It was 
written by H. (Horrie) G. James, the Proprietor of 
Donald MacKintosh gun shop of Latrobe Street 
Melbourne.  Horrie, better known under the 
pseudonym of “Duxbac”, was regarded as Australia’s 
number 1 clay target shooter, and was the founder 
and the first President of the Australian Clay Pigeon 
Trap Shooting Association.  Incidentally, Horrie was 
the second President of the Victorian Sporting Shooters 
Association. 
This is what Horrie wrote, and being regarded as an 
authority and having won over 50 State and 
Commonwealth Championships, we can all learn from 
it. 
“The lead and hold on shot.  This question is often 
asked of me, and I will try to give the reader the 
reason that it is necessary to make lead with the 
muzzle of the gun at game, or clay targets.  A charge 
of shot takes one-twentieth of a second to travel 20 
yards, one tenth of a second 30 yards, and one-
seventh at 40 yards.  A bird travelling at 40 miles per 
hour covers one yard in one-twentieth of a second, two 
yards in one-tenth of a second, and 3 yards in one-
seventh of a second.   We know that the gun must be 
pointed these distances ahead of the object to score a 
kill.  A shooter who tells you that he does not lead but 
fires at the object, must naturally fire the whole charge 
of shot behind the object.  What really does happen is 
this.  In his hurried swinging he imagines he presses 
the trigger while he is on the bird, but the carry-
through of his swing, which is fast, carries him beyond 
the object before he has completed the releasing of 
the tumbler or hammer to strike the cartridge off. 
I once read a book, by an English writer, on gun-
shooting, and on this particular point I quote him: “The 
whole secret is to regularise your movements and 
mount the gun properly to the shoulder so that the 
hand and eye co-ordinate.  Your barrel must be aligned 
precisely where your eye is looking.  The eye learns its 
job quickly enough, apparently you are shooting 
straight at the bird, but, unconsciously, you will be 
making all the necessary allowances.  Practice the 
pointing of the left hand and body at the bird from the 
ready position until you are doing it instinctively 
without being conscious of doing it.”  Thos quotation is 
I disagree with entirely, as I can mention one of our 
great wing shots, Mr W.G. Downie, who, through an 
accident, lost his left hand, shoots with the right hand 
with the barrel resting on his left arm, approximately 4 
in. below the elbow, and I suppose there is no better 
duck shot than Mr. Downie round a swamp. 
My advice to shooters is to learn to hold on with lead, 
in other words, pick up the object with the muzzle of 
the gun on, say, a crossing shot, then gradually 
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increase the speed of the muzzle of the gun until the 
required distance ahead of the object is achieved, and, 
while still maintaining it, press the trigger.  To give the 
reader an idea of how the lead appears, the muzzles of 
an ordinary 12G. double-barrel side by side gun will 
cover from the left hand side of the left barrel to the 
right hand side of the right barrel, a width of 4ft.6in. at 
40 yards.  Therefore, if you see your left hand side of 
your barrel just touching the object going to the right, 
you would be leading by 2 ft. 8in.  This is due to your 
eye being dead down centre of barrel at breech-end, 
which will cut the width in half.  If you see the same 
amount of space ahead of the object equal to the width 
of your barrels from one outside to the other, then you 
would be leading 4ft.6in.  The barrels at 60 yards 
covers nearly double these measurements.” 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS PTY LTD 
 

AUCTION 28  6 May 2007 
 

Proudly present Auction 28 consisting of many 
general items of interest. 

Sunday 6 May 2007  
at  

Eley Park Community Centre 
Viewing:  12.00 noon to 5.00pm  

Saturday 5th May 2007; 
8.00am to 9.45am Sunday 6th May 2007. 

Auction commences 10.00am 
 
Australian Arms Auctions Pty Ltd is very proud to 
offer many fine sporting arms of interest to the 
fellow Vintagers.  More detailed information will 
be advised in the next issue of the Hammers 
Back. 
 
CATALOGUES (hard copy and online 
www.antiquearms.com.au) available soon. 
 
Contact: ROB LANSELL -  0409 348 577 

 ROLY MARTYN - 0428 543 377 
 CHERYL MARTYN - 03 9848 7951 

 
 

Articles urgently wanted! 

What more can we say, other than we 
desperately need articles for the Newsletter.  
Without you the members contributing 
Peter and I cannot keep searching for 
articles of interest.  
We have exhausted our sources.  Please put 
pen to paper and fax it or put your fingers to 
the keyboard and type something for the 
benefit of all members. 

 
Forbes Wholesale Pty Ltd 

 
03 9439 6111 

www.forbesws.com.au 

 
We are specialist gun dealers, catering to collectors, 

target shooters & black powder shooters, we don’t have 
much in the way of modern day guns but we do have 
lots of replica and original guns in interesting models. 

 
Cased double rifles (Colt Pattern) in 45-70,  8 x 57JRS 
or 9.3 x  74R by Pedersoli available with matching 20# 

shot barrels to order, these are well made hammer 
guns in true 19th century style made with the latest 

technology equipment at reasonable prices. 
 

Replica muzzle loading rifles, pistols and shotguns and 
historical cartridge rifles such as the Sharps, Remington 

& Trapdoor styles by Pedersoli. 

Collectable firearms from Europe, particularly ex 
military from auction rooms and arsenal clearances, we 
have a buyer who will try to obtain your requirements 
to order, we have recently managed to fill out several 
collections with scarce items that or clients have been 
seeking for many years. We regularly get catalogues 
from arms auctions all over Europe and will bid on 

desired items if required. 

Agents for RWS ammunition, highest quality 
ammunition from Germany in rimfire, centrefire calibres 
(often the only source for some calibres) and air pellets. 
Reloading components for unusual centrefire calibres. 

RWS Shotshells for hunting and target shooting in 12, 
16 & 20 guage available in 67.5 & 70 mm cases. 

Components for shotshell reloading, we stock 12# 
plastic wads for 28g loading and we also have hard 

cards, fibre cushion wads and overshot cards for black 
powder reloading, most sizes from .410 to 4 gauge 

available. 
 
 

Black Powder in Stock. 
Call for your requirements. 
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Vintagers Ties for sale 
The ties are 100% pure silk. 
 
Colours:  Burgundy with gold hammers; and 
    Green with gold hammers. 
 
Cost:    $50 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also have money clips at a cost of $20 each.   
The clip is stainless steel and has the Vintagers Logo 
on the front. 
 
 

Firearm Safety 
These brief rules have been set down as a guideline to 
help you remember the basic principles of safety with 
firearms as an owner and user. 
 

• Treat every firearm as loaded.  Check every 
firearm yourself.  Ensure that the firearm is 
unloaded and that the action is open when 
carrying, accepting, or passing to or from 
another person, or when removing from 
storage.   

• Always point firearms in a safe direction.  
Whether loaded or unloaded, make sure that 
the muzzle is pointed in a safe direction. 

• Never have loaded firearms in the car, 
camp, or home.  Ensure that when entering a 
car, house, or camp, that all ammunition has 
been removed from all firearms. 

• Identify your target and what is behind it.  
Make certain of your target before shooting.  
Also be aware of what is behind your target. 

• Never fire at hard surfaces or water.  
Consider the area your target is in; could a 
ricochet occur?  A ricochet will almost certainly 
result from shooting at smooth, flat surfaces, 
water or rocks. 

• Store ammunition and firearms 
separately.  Firearms must be stored 

according to Schedule 4 of the Firearms Act 
1996.  Any cartridge ammunition for the 
firearms must be stored in a locked container 
separate from the receptacle in which the 
firearm is stored.   

• No alcohol or drugs when handling 
firearms.  Alcohol and/or drugs and medicines 
impair judgement and good judgement is the 
key to the safe use of firearms.   

• Do not climb fences or obstacles with 
loaded firearms.  Make sure before 
attempting to climb through a fence or 
negotiate an obstacle that your firearm is 
unloaded.  Do not rely on safety catches. 

 
Observe this code; insist others do the same.   
 
 

2006 AGM and Vintagers Cup (more on pages 9 and 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just resting before the game begins…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Best Gun, but I don’t   Just pondering…. 
want anyone to see it! 
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STANDARD SHOTGUN CHAMBER SIZES 

All decimal dimensions are given in inches. 
Issued by the Guardians of The Birmingham Proof House 
November 1930. 
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WHAT HAS THE PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN 
GOT TO DO WITH WHAT IS BEHIND THE FEED 
SHED DOOR? 

 
Until the 19th century firearms were either matchlocks, 
fired as the name suggests by a burning match or 
wheel locks or flintlocks which detonated priming 
powder by sparks just as a modern cigarette lighter is 
ignited.  The best known flintlock to us is British 
“Brown Bess” military musket, in use until 1840 or 
thereabouts.    

In 1807 the Reverend Alexander John Forsyth LL.D of 
Belhelvie, Aberdeenshire, in Scotland perfected a 
fulminate which when incorporated in a cap struck by 
the hammer of a firearm detonated the charge of 
gunpowder in the breech of the barrel.   This form of 
ignition became known as “percussion” and while 
matchlocks, flintlocks and percussion firearms were all  
“muzzle loaders” the percussion ignition system was 
quickly adopted and later became synonymous with 
muzzle loaders. This form of detonation was used in 
warfare during the middle years of the 19th century, 
more particularly in the Crimean War (1853-1856) and 
in the American Civil War (1861-1865). 

(The specimen of a muzzle loader shown in photograph 
1 was brought to Australia by my great grandfather on 
the clipper ship “Red Hornet” in 1860). 

However, firearms technology was advancing so fast in 
the 19th century that by 1870 the percussion muzzle 
loader was obsolete for military purposes.  In the 
Franco Prussian War of 1870 the Prussians inflicted a 
crushing defeat upon the French Forces in part 
because they were equipped with the latest German 
military weapon, the Dreyse Needle Gun which 
detonated the fulminate in the percussion cap 
contained in a cartridge by a blow from a needle 
pointed firing pin. 

Needle Guns were only one curious offshoot of the 
Reverend Alexander Forsyth’s invention.  Other ignition 
systems employing cartridges known as “pinfire” and  
“teatfire” and large calibre rimfire were tested, 
manufactured and in due course discarded in favour of 
the incorporation of the Reverend Alexander Forsyth’s 
fulminate percussion cap in a paper or brass cartridge 
which became known as “centrefire” being the 
detonation system found now in all cartridges except 
the .22 rimfire cartridge and of course air rifles. 

By the fourth quarter of the 19th century the centrefire 
brass or paper cartridge incorporating Reverend 
Alexander Forsyth’s invention became the most 
common means of detonating shotgun cartridges.  The 
cartridges  were loaded by opening the breech of the 
shotgun and inserting the centre fire percussion 
capped cartridge (hence the term “breech loader”)  
Breech loading shotguns were first commercially 
manufactured in France but the French breech loader 
was quickly improved upon by British gunmakers who 
were between the mid 19th and the early part of the 
20th century regarded as the best and most inventive 
in the world 

The breech loading shotgun loaded with a cartridge 
case made of paper, brass and now plastic and fitted 
with the percussion cap remains in universal use 
throughout the world and although there have been 
detail improvements, the principle of the cartridge has 
remained the same for 150 years.    

Meanwhile also in the 4th quarter of the 19th century, 
New South Wales and indeed the whole of Australia 
was opened up to pastoral and farming activities and 
exploration, and every country household had a 
modest muzzle loader or a  breech loader, for game 
getting and protection. 

These breech loaders were locked shut either by levers 
or springs. The spring activated locks known as “snap 
actions” superseded all other breech loading systems 
by reason of simplicity and cheapness.  The most 
famous of these “snap actions” is the Anson & Deely 
patented in 1875 and still in common use.  It has not 
been improved upon since being patented. 

Australian settlers received their shotguns from three 
main sources.  One being Belgium, of which the gun 
making centre was Leige.  Most Belgian products in the 
late 19th century were hand made simple, roughly 
finished, proved only for use with black powder and 
aimed specifically at the cheaper end of the market, 
which was also the market which suited the Australian 
settler. 

My father had such a shotgun, which is now in my 
possession and it is crudely made indeed and only safe 
with black powder cartridges. 

The second, and largest source of shotguns was 
England.   At the cheapest end of the market English 
gun makers did not hesitate to import firearms from 
Belgium, have them proved for use with black powder 
in Birmingham and then resold bearing English names 
both in England and the colonies.   I have several such 
firearms in my collection bearing such Anglo-saxon 
names as McDougall, McGregor and Wakefield. 

English shotguns were also sold in Australia by makers 
who had a reputation for fine workmanship including 
well known manufacturers such as Hollis, Cashmore, 
Greener, Bonehill and more unusually manufacturers 
of high quality firearms such as Boswell.   The reader 
will not be surprised to learn that the average New 
South Wales settler could not afford the English hand 
made “best” guns by Purdy, Holland & Holland, Boss, 
Woodward and others but these do exist in small 
numbers in New South Wales and such shotguns are 
eagerly sought after by collectors and attract high 
prices.  Because they were costly when first made they 
have usually been well cared for. 

The third source of shotguns was the United States of 
America.  Manufacturers and retailers there imported 
both English and Belgian made guns for local sale.  
Manufacturers such as Harrington & Richardson, Iver 
Johnson, Winchester and Remington made and 
exported chiefly cheap single-barreled serviceable 
guns to Australia which were capable of use both with 
black powder and with the more powerful modern nitro 
powders. 
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The American Civil War and the subsequent expansion 
of settlement to the west and southwest gave great 
impetus to the American arms manufacturers.   

American manufacturers were the pioneers of precision 
machine made firearms, with interchangeable parts.  
In USA there was also a demand for repeating 
firearms. 

This led to a stream of inventions all of which 
incorporated the centrefire cartridge detonated by 
percussion caps or primers directly developed from 
Forsyth’s invention. 

As almost all American shotguns were machine made, 
the difference between a high quality American 
shotgun and a modest “field grade” American shotgun 
was usually only in the finish, the quality wood in the 
stock and the amount of engraving.   Otherwise all 
were equally robust.  Most American shotguns found in 
Australia are “field grade”.  It was United States of 
America which at the beginning of the 20th century also 
provided Australians with pump action and “automatic” 
repeating shotguns now by law unavailable except to 
primary producers and some clay target shooters.  

As with the British manufacturers, some higher quality 
American double barreled shotguns were also exported 
to Australia including in particular shotguns made by 
manufacturers such as Parker Bros, Aynsley Fox, L C 
Smith and others. 

To return to the Reverend Alexander Forsyth, whose 
invention led to the percussion cap and put firearms 
into general use, country readers should look behind 
the feed shed door.  There may well be a single or 
double barrel shotgun there which has been forgotten 
for many years and it is remotely possible that it could 
be a muzzle loader, even more remotely possible that 
it be a pinfire, both of which could have value to a 
collector and may not now require registration with the 
Firearms Registry, or more likely a cheap American 
single barrel shotgun or Belgian double barrel shotgun, 
or just possibly because it proves to be something 
better and unusual, a collector’s find worth thousands 
of dollars.  
 
FOOTNOTE:  What became of Alexander John 
Forsyth?  He remained the Minister of his parish in 
Aberdeenshire for 52 years, notwithstanding a short 
stint in the Tower of London Armory attempting to 
adapt his invention to military use at the behest of the 
Master General of Ordinance. 
 
In our narrow specialised world can we comprehend a 
clergyman finding the time and with the breadth of 
interest to invent and patent a component still in 
everyday use 200 years later? 
 
 

State Elections 
At the recent State Elections, as you are aware, the 
Labour Party retained their status, however with the 
fantastic work of the CFCV the shooters were able to 

keep the GREENS out of gaining power in the Upper 
House.   

The shooters certainly made an impact by voting for 
the Country Alliance especially in the Northern Victoria 
region.  The GREENS very much felt our presence and 
have stated that fact.   
Refer to CFCV website www.cfcv.org.au and access 
“Current News”. 

The Vintagers are a part of the CFCV and we are 
advised that you keep an eye on the CFCV’s website on 
a regular basis as they are commencing preparations 
in readiness of the Federal elections.   
The members will be advised on the various issues 
that are brought to the CFCV’s attention.   

We can make a difference! 
 
Some comments by the various parties have been 
made since the Elections quoted below: 

_________________ 
 

“GREENS flag attack on duck shooting! (- updated 
21 December 2006) 

In her inaugural speech on Wednesday 20 
December, Greens MP Sue Pennicuik stated the 
following:  
"Animals cannot advocate for themselves. They 
need people to do it for them, and in this 
Parliament I will work to see an end to 
anachronistic activity, such as duck shooting"  

In other words, wait for the private members bill 
to ban duck hunting to surface in the next 
session of Parliament.  

Parliament sits again in mid February, so it's not 
hard to guess that they will try and push for one 
before the start of the 2007 duck hunting season 
(if the shooting organisations recommend one).” 
 

“Counting continues, but more good news 
for the CFCV. (- updated 11 December 2006).  
While the wait for final results is frustrating, it is 
now clear that at least one other candidate owes 
his election to parliament to the CFCV. Liberal's 
Nick Wakeling has won Ferntree Gully by 27 
votes.  

He was one of the beneficiaries of the CFCV's 
voting recommendations plastered across the 
Herald Sun and Weekly Times and as such, might 
have won his seat thanks to the shooters  

However, we will not be able to provide a 
consolidated picture of our impact on the election 
results until the final results are known.” 
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“Shooters may have determined upper 
house balance (- updated 28 November 2006).  

Counting in the upper house is still continuing 
and it is still too early to make a call on our 
impact, but it is almost certain that the Greens 
lead candidate for the fifth seat in Northern 
Victoria Region was denied being elected due 
solely to Country Alliance preferences.  

As you know, the shooters have supported 
Country Alliance and recommended people vote 
for the party in our full page ads from last week.  

If this turns out to be the case then this will be 
good news for shooters. It will be even more 
important news if this has denied the Greens 
holding the balance of power!” 
 
 
 

Multi Discipline Shooting Centre 
 
The State Government is investigating the 
establishment of a Multi Discipline State Shooting 
Centre to cater for international pistol, shotgun, and 
rifle.  The study will be jointly conducted by the State 
Government and the Combined Firearms Council of 
Victoria.  (As you are aware, our Club is a full member 
of the Combined Firearms Council of Victoria [CFCV], 
and we are indeed fortunate enough have strong 
representation there).  The State Government has 
engaged Stratcorp Consulting to undertake the study 
which will be conducted in two stages.  Stage 1 will 
include extensive consultation with shooting bodies to 
evaluate the need and potential location for a State 
Shooting Centre.  Stage 2 will then explore specific 
details including how a Centre could operate.   
Although nothing is resolved or final by any means, the 
preferred location is in the Eastern part of the State 
(those in the West have the proximity to the Little 
River Complex at Eagle Park), and it is envisaged that 
the set up would be controlled in a similar manner to 
those operating at Darwin, Belmont Shooting Range in 
Brisbane, and Whiteman Park Shooting Range in Perth. 
A 3 person sub-committee of full financial members of 
the CFCV has been formed to liaise with Stratcorp 
Consulting, two of which, namely Bill Paterson and 
Russell Pearson, are members of the Vintagers.  Both 
Bill and Russell also wear high profile hats on other 
shooting organization’s committees.  That’s about all 
we can tell you at this point in time.   
Watch for more information on this matter later in the 
year in future issues. 
 
 

Reflections from November 1952 
One of our members recently sent us a copy of a 
couple of pages from the November 1952 edition of 

the Australian Shooters and Anglers News.  How times 
have changed.  For example, Alcock and Pierce of 318 
Little Collins Street, Melbourne were selling 12 bore 
ICI-“Eley” cartridges.  “Grand Prix” were 17/3 ($1.75) 
a packet, “Maximum were 19/3 ($1.95) a packet, “Icil 
Special” were 22/3 ($2.25) a packet 
A Brno Model 1 5 shot .22 RF was £28-10-0 ($57), and 
two packets (100) rounds) of “Civic” long rifle would 
set you back $1.25 
 
Two shooters had reported that they had gone out on 
the closing day of the Quail season and finished 
shooting at 1.00 pm.  They reported shooting their bag 
limit of 80 birds each.  That’s right, 80 birds each.   
 
There was also a report on a hare drive conducted on a 
property on the outskirts of Melbourne from 8.00 am 
to around 5.00 pm.  Some 60 shooters accounted for 
368 hares and 2 foxes.  Rabbits were not counted.   
 
How times have changed! 
 
 

2006 AGM and Vintagers Cup (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Reading the Service….     Mr  Everson & Son 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SXS Hammer Gun Winner Mr Speed, winner of  
  Mr Bill Paterson  the 2006 Vintage Cub 
    (at right) 
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The Annual Accounts as presented to the Annual General Meeting on 19 November 2006. 
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Continued Photos of 2006 Vintage Cup 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Black Powder winner, Richard Eu          Ladies overall, Judith Kent  Dean Everson hard at it! 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual views expressed in 
Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken seriously. 


