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The Committee of Management welcomes our new 
Members who have recently joined the Vintagers.  
They are: Hugh Nihill, Craig Hill and John McColl.  We 
sincerely wish you a very warm welcome and 
enjoyment within the Club as a Member. 
 
 

Shoot Calendar. 
 
Confirmed  29 April 2007 - Geelong Gun Club; 
Confirmed 17 June 2007 – SSAA (Vic) Eagle Park 
Confirmed 19 August 2007 – Melbourne Gun Club 
 
To be  21 October 07 -.Vintage Cup – TBA 
Advised 18 November 2007 – Xmas Shoot TBA 
 
 
 

Happy Easter to all  
Members of the Vintagers 

Members 
Have you changed your address lately?  If so, please 
advise the Secretary as soon as possible so that you 
won’t miss out on the next newsletter and shooting 
event. 
 
 

President’s Report 
Our maiden shoot for the year was held on 18th 
February at the Port Phillip Branch of the Field and 
Game, and this was the first occasion that our Club 
had enjoyed their hospitality.  Danny Genovese, the 
Port Phillip President, together with Phil Irons and 
others from his committee of management, had gone 
to considerable lengths so as to ensure that our visit 
was a memorable and successful one.  And indeed it 
was!  Whilst the day was extremely hot and dry, we 
managed to attract 51 to nominate for a splendid 50 
target sporting set-up.  Some of you are probably 
thinking that only mad dogs and Vintagers go out in 
the noon day sun, and you could be right.  However, 
being an owner of a trusty side-by-side makes for an 
appropriate or compensating allowance.  Regrettably 
but understandably, with the prevailing hot windy 
conditions and a total fire ban being in place, an 
embargo was imposed on the use of black powder, but 
that didn’t deter the enthusiasm.  Saves the wife 
“cleaning another gun when I got home”, was heard 
from amongst the ranks.   

With both John Rowe and Mark Brenton assisting with 
the trap set up and retrieval, Max Lee controlling the 
squadding, nominations, and photographs,, Judith 
orchestrating the nibbles, drinks, merchandise sales, 
and the raffle, Danny and his band of merry men 
keeping a close eye everything, particularly the traps, 
it just so happened that it all went like clockwork.  
Incidentally, congratulations to Danny Genovese, who 
won the first prize in the raffle, much to his delight.   

We were also privileged to see another highly desirable 
and rarely seen side-by-side on the pads, a Wm. 
Cashmore Nitro Ejector trap gun.  This gun is unusual 
to I dare say many of us in that the lock up 
incorporates external bolts on both sides of the action.  
So thank you, Danny, for the invitation to come to Port 
Phillip, and for your invitation for a follow up visit. To 
coin the phrase of that well known actor drawls, “….I’ll 
(the Club) be back…” 

In closing, our next shoot is scheduled for 29th April at 
the picturesque Geelong Gun Club, and we will be 
posting you a reminder in due course.   

Until then, kind regards to all from the Committee and 
myself.

V I N T A G E R S   N E W S L E T T E R 

Committee Members 
 
President: Peter J Smith 0428 332 781 
V. President: Mark Brenton 0405 517 501 
Secretary: Judith Kent 0408 619 226 
Treasurer: Greg Menzies 0425 705 677 
 
General Committee 
Max Lee  0425 705 677 
John Rowe 0409 192 847 
 
 
 
Fax No.:  (03) 9572 0069 
 
Email:  judithk@bigpond.com 
 
Mailing Address: 
 The Secretary 
 PO Box 269 
 Carnegie   Vic   3163 
 Australia 
 
Website:  www.vintagers.org.au 
 

All correspondence must be addressed to the 
Secretary.  No responsibility will be taken should it 

be handled by any other person. 
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Charles Lancaster and Company 
151 New Bond Street, London, W. 
 

Price list for 1893 
 
Best quality sidelock hammerless ejector gun with side 
detachable locks 
£60 

Best quality sidelock hammerless non-ejector gun with 
side detachable locks 
£50 

Double barrel hammer gun with top lever action and 
back action rebounding locks 
£45 

“0” quality hammer gun, as above but plainer finish 
£36 

“00” quality hammer gun with bead border engraving 
£27 

Body-action “0” quality hammerless ejector gun 
£45 

Body-action “0” quality hammerless non-ejector gun 
£40 

Body-action “Colonial Quality” hammerless non-ejector 
plain finish gun  
£27 

Body-action “Colonial Quality” hammer gun 
£20 
 
(In the last decade of the nineteenth century, 
Lancaster was building guns to suit all purses.  The 
numbers of “B grade” and “C grade” guns were often 
prefixed with “0” or “00” respectively.  The quality of 
the mechanism used in the second quality “B grade” or 
“0 grade” boxlocks was the same as in the best 
boxlock, but the polish and finish of the internal 
mechanism was not as fine; in addition, the engraving 
was of a more simple design.  In the “00” guns a 
limited “use of machinery” was combined with “skilled 
hand labour”.  Lancaster referred to boxlocks as body 
action guns. 

There were many other combinations available apart 
from the above.  Damascus barrels were being fitted to 
Lancaster guns as standard, but if Whitworth steel 
barrels were required, an extra charge of £3 was 
required.   

There was also an extra charge of £3 for guns 
especially built for the left eye) 
 
 

I.C.I. Proprietary Cartridges of 1931 
The following was taken from the ICI Shooters 
Yearbook of 1931, and details a selection of some 
brand names and loadings of British shot-shells that 
were available three quarters of a century ago. 
 
 
 

Eley “Pegamoid” 
Waterproof Gastight quality, metal lined ¾” brass 
head, loaded with Smokeless Diamond, E.C., or 
Schultz.  Colour: light maroon.  12 and 16 gauge.  The 
particular merit of this cartridge is the perfect 
waterproof qualities of the Pegamoid paper.  Its cost 
ensures every care that can usefully uphold the high 
reputation which it has gained.  For important shooting 
in all weather, seasons, and climate, its unfailing 
ballistics and ejection are noteworthy assets.  “A good 
gun deserves a good cartridge”.  This is the cartridge. 
 
Eley “Noneka” 
Deep shell quality, 5/8” brass head, loaded with 
Smokeless Diamond, E.C., or Empire.  Colour: dark 
green.  12 bore guns that a few years ago would have 
been considered excessively light are gradually coming 
into use in Great Britain.  The “Noneka” cartridge is 
especially adapted for use in such guns and is devised 
to make that appeal to “efficiency and comfort” that 
modern shooting conditions demand. 
 
Kynoch “Primax” 
Deep shell quality, 5/8” brass head, loaded with 
Smokeless Diamond. Colour: 12 gauge dark green; 16 
gauge blue.  This is the celebrated Kynoch cartridge of 
many years’ reputation. 
 
Eley “Grand Prix” 
5/16” brass head, loaded with Smokeless Diamond.  
Colour: 12 gauge, light orange; 16 gauge, blue.  This 
cartridge is a great favourite among those needing first 
class game results at a low cost.  Under test the effect 
is very quick out of the gun and up to the mark, with 
noticeably pleasant conditions of discharge and 
patterns. 
 
Kynoch “Bonax” 
5/16” brass head, loaded with E.C.  Colour: 12 gauge, 
light orange, 16 gauge, blue.  This cartridge represents 
at a low price E.C. style of shooting, i.e., reasonable 
pressure, moderate recoil, substantial velocity, regular 
patterns – all very closely regulated to standard. 
 
Eley “Special Trapshooting” 
“Grand Prix” quality, 5/16” brass head, loaded with 
Empire, Smokeless Diamond, or E.C.  Colour: 12 
gauge, light orange.  A specialist cartridge for going 
away birds.  The full 1 and 1/8 ounces of shot is used 
and the loading is specialized for pattern.  It is best in 
a gun of full weight. 
 
 

Letter to friends Down Under 
From Russell Wilkin, Technical Director – Holland 
and Holland, London 
 
I hope I'm correct in assuming that if you’re 
reading this note that you have more than a 
casual interest in old guns, although perhaps 'old' 
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is not only an unkind but also an inappropriate 
term as it often suggests something that has 
been superceded and being past its best.  No 
surprise then that we are much happier with a 
description as 'vintage' which somehow fosters 
the expectation that such guns get better as the 
years pass.  No better example exists than 
Colonel Fosbery’s invention to improve the 
performance of ‘shot & ball’ guns.  The idea dates 
way back to 1885 but demonstrates perfectly 
that the passing years have confirmed a good 
idea as being a very good idea.  It seems that 
Henry Holland needed only a few weeks to be 
convinced about its potential and quickly 
negotiated for the rights ⎯ and by naming it the 
‘Paradox’ he also showed how smart he was 
when it came to marketing. 

I’ll leave it to others to speculate exactly why it 
was that H&H (and others) dropped the ‘Paradox’ 
and shot & ball guns in general in the 1930’s as 
there are no records of shooters who found the 
performance wanting.  Thoughts of H&H 
reintroducing the Pdx surfaced from time to time 
and finally got the green light with the strict 
proviso that the project must not hinder regular 
gun and rifle production.  In reality this has 
worked well as attempting to hasten the process 
would be bound to fail.  For a start there are no 
technical records to be found in the H&H factory 
archives and the seventy years that have passed 
have only served to remind us of one of the 
indisputable differences between ‘vintage’ and 
‘old’ as all vintage makers of guns fade away and 
become more than just old…  The whole process 
has therefore been one of reverse engineering, of 
relearning techniques and gathering information.  
Here we have been most fortunate as the 
enthusiasts of the BGRC and Vintagers have been 
invaluable by adding their practical experience.  I 
therefore thought you might be interested to 
receive an update on our Paradox project. 

Fosbery’s idea of a rifled choke was probably no 
more effective than other means of stabilizing a 
ball projectile, however the performance of a Pdx 
when used as a regular shotgun surprised all.  
We therefore decided to re-emphasize the full 
dual function of the system and stick as closely to 
the principle of it being a handy shotgun with 
only the minimum of modification to enable it to 
shoot and group 'ball' as close as possible to the 
standards of a true rifle.  Although 8, 10, 12, 16, 
20 and even half a handful of 28 bores were 
made, a 12-bore side-by-side seems to be just 
about the ideal as it is 90% as effective as a 
regular shotgun, and − as some may have 

experienced − when used as a rifle that the 'ball' 
is quite deadly.   

Firstly we had to settle on a repeatable 'standard' 
performance reference load to try in a variety of 
guns.  Not surprisingly it came out pretty much 
the same as the original 3 dram load using a 
.735" diameter (cast-then-swaged) 740 grain 
Fosbery bullet doing 1050 ft.sec.  Bullet 
composition is 2% Antimony (same as the 
Kynoch factory made ammo).  The bullet has 
been given a thin coat of Alox lube and together 
with the use of a wax impregnated fibre wad 
seems to have reduced leading of the choke to 
near zero.  Cartridge case material is plastic 
(sorry - but it does the job) with a roll-turnover 
bearing snugly on the bullet 'collar'.  The paper 
case material served up here in the UK is now 
hopeless and would never hold the bullet 
securely with just a rolled radial crimp.  We had a 
1000 bullets made and The Hull Cartridge Co 
worked up and finished the load. 

This 'reference' ammo seems to work in the guns 
I have been able to get my hands on.  H&H Pdx 
guns seem to measure .736" diameter minimum 
in the bore, with a good many as large as .739" - 
.740".  The first thoughts were that some bores 
had been opened up to remove pitting or 
damage.  I now doubt that as I can see no 
reason why a bore should rust but not the rifled 
choke which in the main all look as sharp and as 
well defined as when new.  Interestingly bore 
diameter does not seem to matter, with 
individual barrels grouping well and usually with 
barrel:barrel grouping also being OK. 

With the ammo settled we were then in a position 
to build a prototype (hardly the best description; 
demonstration model is better) and set up the 
barrels to group and to converge to the same 
point of impact.  The gun is based on a modified 
12-bore Round Action model and not worth 
further discussion in this note.  With its straight 
hand grip and double triggers it looks very much 
like a shotgun until you pick it up and note the 
slightly increased weight and the flush fitted 
backsight leaves. 

As a shotgun 1⅛ oz of #6 works well.  On paper  

the performance of the rather low velocity bullet 
looks a little lacking but this is misleading as 
unlike shotgun pellets the heavy bullet only loses 
about 10% velocity over 100 yards.  Terminal 
ballistics is therefore not too different across 
realistic hunting ranges.  Bullet trajectory is 
another matter ⎯ and so is shooting at running 
game!  The trajectory is not too much of a 
problem as the two-leaf 50 or 100-yard sight 
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option works well enough within the general 
grouping ability of the gun.  Running game 
exposes limitations.  Roger Lake − I think some 
of you know or may have heard of him − and I 
recently took part in a 3-day wild boar hunt in 
Hungary.  We both used Pdx guns.  Roger 
borrowed our new demo-gun and I used my 1892 
'No.2 Royal' (both using the same 'reference' 
ammo).  We accounted for eight boar with Roger 
outshooting me 5:3. 

Unlike my previous experience of driven boar 
hunting in France we (there were fifteen of us 
shooting) were often pegged out of sight some 
hundreds of yards apart in a forest ride or 
firebreak and shooting into fairly dense 
woodland.  The lower trunks were clean and 
twig-less and the leaf-littered ground quite clear 
of shrub, bushes, saplings or ground cover.  The 
land is managed for timber by their Forestry 
Department and appeared to be well-managed 
oak, beech, chestnut and pine.   Being constantly 
pushed forward by the sound of the beaters and 
their dogs (invariably small, nimble and fearless 
terriers that can evade the odd boar that turns 
with a will to lacerate and deter the nuisance) the 
trotting boar could see us as well as we could see 
them.  If they spotted or sensed you, or just 
happened to bisect you and your neighbour − as 
they frequently did − they speeded up to a sprint 
as they flickered through the trees until they 
burst across the clear firebreak.  Just imagine 
(ignoring pellet spread and lethality) trying to 
shoot a crossing rabbit at 75−100 yards with a 
shotgun in a 30 foot wide window.  Heaven 
knows what the lead would need to be.  However 
if you are lucky and keep very still some of the 
advancing boar do not see you until 40−50 yards 
away as they come trotting forward and present 
quartering shots with a much reduced need for 
forward lead. 

Bullet performance on the boar was difficult to 
assess as the shots were taken from varying 
angles and regardless of the size of beast – three 
were certainly 100KG plus – or the range (up to 
100 yards) the bullets penetrated completely.  
Unless spined or brained a running, trotting or 
even stationary well-shot boar will start or keep 
running before dropping.  Those wounded were 
soon recovered and there was never a problem 
finding the entry wound as the wadcutter form of 
the Fosbery bullet punches a very clean hole.  
Exit wounds were not remarkable save one where 
a quartering fore to aft bullet placement 
penetrated the boar’s length and smashed a hip 
joint turning bone into extra projectiles producing 

a 3" diameter exit hole.  At such modest 
velocities a lead alloy bullet will always retain its 
full mass − even though somewhat changed in 
shape! 

At times some of the ‘drives’, usually lasting 
three hours, sounded like a minor battle as auto-
loading and bolt rifles including a muzzle-braked 
.338 Win Mag were joined by volleys from double 
9,3s etc., and yes a couple of fine English 
doubles added to the bag.  The fact that 
everybody survived without the slightest mishap 
was testament to the fact that when it came to 
safety the organizers knew their stuff.  The sight 
in the evenings of sixty odd boar, a few hinds  
plus the odd stag (by special arrangement) laid 
out in neat lines and lit by fiery beacons in a 
grand tableau was spectacular.  Following a 
signal for ‘hats off’ they were ceremonially 
saluted by beaters, hunt assistants and the 
visiting ‘guns’ as worthy adversaries to be sent 
on their way by a soulful ‘last post’ type salute on 
hunting horns to make a marvelous end to the 
day.  (In case you are wondering what happens 
to the boar, they are tagged, weighed and 
collected an hour or so later by licensed game 
dealers.  There is nothing casual or left to 
chance, wounded game is diligently followed-up 
and recovered by tracker dogs and all are 
accounted and paid for: remember this is a 
business that will only survive in this form if it 
makes money.) 

This was the first time I have personally seen a 
Pdx in proper ball-mode action.  In every sense 
wild boar are tough creatures and I can now fully 
appreciate the full potential of the Pdx guns and 
able to imagine them rolling over tigers and the 
like.  Graeme Wright (and others) has ample 
experience of what these guns can do but I 
thought a little extra info from me would do no 
harm.  But to test a Pdx fully would require fur & 
feather in the bag on the same day: so one day!  

Summing up, the Paradox is an ideal 'jungle / 
forest / shrub' gun capable of tackling quite large 
game with a considerable amount of confidence 
in the outcome.  It cannot hope to compete 
head-on with the firepower of a multi-shot bolt 
rifle but it would take a large and heavy double 
rifle to outperform it at close quarters, and when 
it comes to the wish for it to double up as a 
shotgun...  

Regards to you all. 
 
Russell 
(Roger Lake is planning to write a well-illustrated article for 
The Double Gun Journal). 
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AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS  
has great pleasure introducing our 
28TH AUCTION on 6TH MAY 2007 

 
An extensive offering including:  
Game Guns by Westley Richards, Hellis, Harkom, 
Churchill, Bland and others; Pigoen Guns by Holland 
and Holland, Cogswell and Harrison, Webley and Scott, 
Cashmore and  Holloway to mention some; American 
guns by Parker, Lefever, and an extremely scarce LC 
Smith “Monogram”;  
Sub gauges by W & C Scott (14 and 28), Hollis (20), 
and a Woodward Automatic by Pryse (20); Nitro 
Damascus by Holloway. 
Double rifles by Henry, Evans, Hollis and Vickers in 
various calibres; a Bavarian Drilling and a U/O 
Combination by Heym;  
Rimfire rifles by Brno (Mod 2 and 5), Mauser and 
Browning;  
Centre fire classics by by Rigby (270), Holland and 
Holland (240), Ross (280), Westley Richards (404 and 
303), BSA Lee Speed and a good choice of Mannlicher 
Schoenauer rifles in various calibres; other centre fires 
by Walther (7mm), Winchester, and Remington; and a 
good selection of Rook rifles. 
 
Many other items of great interest, a good example 
being a magnificent T Boss double percussion shotgun, 
cased with a full complement of accessories. 
 

Antique Handgun Collectors Licence 

Just a reminder to those effected that the amnesty 
covering firearms collectors is due to cease on 31st 
March 2007.  If you have not yet applied for an 
Antique Handgun Collectors Licence and need to have 
one you should do so immediately.  You must have 
obtained the licence before the amnesty expires.  You 
need to have an Antique Handgun Collectors Licence if 
you have any handguns which were manufactured 
before 1900, unless they are all (1) single shot black 
powder muzzle loading (not cartridge firing) percussion 
handguns, or (2) pre-percussion handguns (eg., 
flintlock, matchlock, wheel lock, etc.) 
 
 

 

Forbes Wholesale Pty Ltd 
 

03 9439 6111 
www.forbesws.com.au 

 
We are specialist gun dealers, catering to collectors, 

target shooters & black powder shooters, we don’t have 
much in the way of modern day guns but we do have 
lots of replica and original guns in interesting models. 

 
Cased double rifles (Colt Pattern) in 45-70,  8 x 57JRS 
or 9.3 x  74R by Pedersoli available with matching 20# 

shot barrels to order, these are well made hammer 
guns in true 19th century style made with the latest 

technology equipment at reasonable prices. 
 

Replica muzzle loading rifles, pistols and shotguns and 
historical cartridge rifles such as the Sharps, Remington 

& Trapdoor styles by Pedersoli. 

Collectable firearms from Europe, particularly ex 
military from auction rooms and arsenal clearances, we 
have a buyer who will try to obtain your requirements 
to order, we have recently managed to fill out several 
collections with scarce items that or clients have been 
seeking for many years. We regularly get catalogues 
from arms auctions all over Europe and will bid on 

desired items if required. 

Agents for RWS ammunition, highest quality 
ammunition from Germany in rimfire, centrefire calibres 
(often the only source for some calibres) and air pellets. 
Reloading components for unusual centrefire calibres. 

RWS Shotshells for hunting and target shooting in 12, 
16 & 20 guage available in 67.5 & 70 mm cases. 

Components for shotshell reloading, we stock 12# 
plastic wads for 28g loading and we also have hard 

cards, fibre cushion wads and overshot cards for black 
powder reloading, most sizes from .410 to 4 gauge 

available. 
 

Black Powder in Stock. 
Call for your requirements. 
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The above copy of the invoice is quite an exciting find. 
 
Three thousand .22 short cartridges purchased from 
the distributor, Kynoch Limited, for £1/10/0, or $3.00 
in today’s currency, and this included the freight. 
 
That’s 0.05 cents for a box of 50, or .001 cents 
each.   
 
Today shorts are generally wholesale around $75 (not 
including GST) per 1000; .075 cents each, or $3.75 
per box of 50.   
 
That equates to a staggering 7400% increase! 
 

Does anyone know who Castle Bros. of Kyneton were? 

 
Thank you to Mr. Neil Speed, esteemed winner of the 
2006 Vintage Cup Down-Under, for providing the copy. 
 
 

Firearm Safety 
These brief rules have been set down as a guideline to 
help you remember the basic principles of safety with 
firearms as an owner and user. 

Remember Firearm Safety begins at home. 

Store your ammunition and firearms separately.  When 
not in use, your ammunition and your firearm are to 
be stored separately under lock and key.  Not only is 
this a safety requirement but it is also a legal 
obligation in the State of Victoria. 

No alcohol or drugs when handling firearms. – Alcohol 
and/or Drugs or Medicines impair judgment and good 
judgment is the key to the safe use of firearms. 

 

 
 

Purdey Reflections 
Without any doubt, the name “Purdey” has a serious 
ring about it.  I can probably say that there would be 
only a handful of collectors/shotgunners who haven’t 
heard of the name. 
 
To many it would simply mean the best, or one of the 
best gun makers.   Others may relate it to a pinnacle 
of achievement in collecting/ownership, or a personal 
goal, or even an investment (there are some that are 
bought solely for this purpose). 
 
The basic prices (in British Pounds) for a Purdey guns 
has (understandably?) risen somewhat significantly 
over the years. 
 
1837 £55 
1880 £70 
1910 £95 
1920 £115 
1930 £130 
1940 £150 
1945 £240 
1950 £375 
1960 £653 
1968 £1100 
1971 £2000 
1976 £4500 
1978 £7500 
1983 £11000+vat 
1993 £27500+vat 
2000 £34500+vat 
2002 £46500+vat 
2007 Do you really want to know! 
 
There was only a small difference in the cost of a 
Purdey in 1840’s to its equivalent in the 1880’s.  Some 
regard this as being due to a more stable economy.  
The price has increased rapidly since the 1980’s, and 
some attribute this to a variety of reasons associated 
with a different economy/inflation rate. 
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Vintagers Ties for sale 
The ties are 100% pure silk. 
 
Colours:  Burgundy with gold hammers; and 
    Green with gold hammers. 
 
Cost:    $50 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also have money clips at a cost of $20 each.   
The clip is stainless steel with the Vintagers Logo on 
the front.  It also contains scissors, knife and nail file.  

Note: We advise that you do not carry the clip with 
you in the cabin when travelling  by plane either 
domestically or internationally. 
 
 

Extracts from the 1913 Publication 
Recollections of a Victorian Police Officer 
By John Saleir 
(formally Inspecting Superintendent of Police - Victoria) 
 
Supplied by Bernie Mack 
 
Shooting Snipe 
I had heard nothing about the snipe-shooting the 
district provided, and I arrived at Hamilton without a 
gun, and this just as the very height of the season.  It 
is not pleasant to be constantly borrowing a gun, more 
especially when the owner may require it for his own 
use.  It happened just then that the blacks were 
holding a corroboree at Hamilton, and one of the 
mounted police named Thompson, an ex-gamekeeper, 
had seen one of them carrying a double “Joe Manton,” 
and for a little over a pound I became possessed of the 
best gun in the district.  It was certainly in a very rusty 
condition but again Thompson came to the rescue, for 
he brought it to me cleaned and “browned” as if new.  
Snipe were so plentiful that one’s friends ceased to 
care for them, and rather than carry on a useless 
destruction, I laid my gun aside long before the season 
closed.  The birds were in greater multitude than I had 

ever seen them; and on one occasion when taking our 
Mr F.A. Powlett, Crown Lands Commissioner, who had 
come for a few days’ shooting, we saw birds in what 
were assuredly thousands, as they stood on the stones 
which formed the sides of the causeway leading across 
a swampy piece of road.  Heavy rains formed the only 
dry places near.  We got but a few birds, and most of 
these we lost on our way home.  Even those we carried 
had fallen in the water, and as Powlett wished to take 
them with him to town we slung then by the necks to 
the hood of the trap to dry.  The jerking of the trap 
wrung their heads off, and only those that happened to 
fall inside the buggy were recovered. 

(pages 101-105) 
 

…………………………….. 
 

Snipe, Quail, and Duck 
Shooting was my special sport, and the abundance of 
game in Gippsland – snipe, quail, and black duck – was 
far beyond one’s wildest dreams.  The duck-shooting 
was a most difficult branch of sport.  Anyone who has 
tried to hit a pheasant or a Woodstock some time on 
the wing and skimming down a slope, will understand.  
It took many tries before I got a single bird.  It was 
the same with other novices.  The Governor, sir J. 
Manners-Sutton, was out one day with a party of four 
of us, having come expressly for black duck shooting.  
The sport as it existed in Gippsland in those days has 
ceased for ever, and is worth describing here. 

A reach of water, part of an old river course on the 
Heart Station, was the place of meeting.  It lay 
between the lakes - where the birds in countless 
numbers rested during the day – and their evening 
feeding ground in the swamps and morasses some 
miles away.  The birds began to leave the lakes in the 
early afternoon, and, no matter where they meant to 
feed, they invariably passed over this old river-bed, 
swooping in their flight until they almost touched the 
water.  There was no occasion for the shooter to be 
concealed; the birds never seemed to take any notice.  
They could be seen far in the distance, coming in twos 
and threes quicker than one could re-load.  The swoop 
towards the water gave the shooter his chance, a very 
difficult one, for the birds must have been traveling at 
the rate of seventy miles an hour at least.  The 
shooting was too difficult for the Governor, who could 
make no hand of it at all, and spurned the suggestion 
that he was shooting behind the birds.  After perhaps 
as many as fifty shots without touching a feather, he 
fired at the leading one of two birds.  He knocked over 
the second, which was quite four feet in the rear, and 
from that time he began to do better. 

Pages 141-142 

 

 

John Sadleir played a leading role in the capture of 
NED KELLY and his gang.  He retired in 1896, dying in 
Melbourne in 1919. 
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Forgotten Treasures (to some at least!) 
At the close of our shoots there is always the routine 
ground cleanup which involves emptying the cartridge 
bins provided on the pads.  For some of us, this also 
provides an opportunity to rummage through the bins.  
Some are collecting suitable hulls purely for reloading 
purposes, whilst an isolated few are looking for those 
wonderful rolled crimp paper cases from a bygone era. 
In this regard, it is surprising what does occasionally 
turn up. 
For example, at the last few shoots the following 
examples have been identified: 

• An Alcock and Pierce “Blue Seal”, with grey 
case, circa 1936-1949. 

• An Eley “Swift”, with orange case, circa 1926. 
• Numerous Eley-Kynoch “Duxbac”, with red 

case, circa 1949-1956. 
• Numerous Eley “Special Trapshooting”, with 

blue case, circa 1956-1965. 
• Numerous IMI “Grand Prix” with orange case, 

circa 1970-1978. 
• Numerous ICI, IMI, and Eley “ACTA 

Nationals-Melbourne”, various coloured 
cases, for the late 1960’s to early 1970’s.  All 
star crimped. 

If you have any old paper shells that you intend to 
shoot or dispose of, there are a couple of our members 
who eagerly collect them (certain specimens, of 
course).  See Judith at the next shoot and she will 
point you in the direction of Max Lee, Greg Vella, or 
John Niddrie, who are regarded as recognized 
collectors and experts in this field.   
 
 

British .577 Mk. V11 Boxer Sniger Ammunition 
 
A book titled “Military Breech Loading Rifles” was 
jointly written by Captain Vivian Dering Majendie, 
Assistant Superintendent, Royal Laboratory, and 
Captain C. Orde Browne, Captain Instructor, Royal 
Laboratory, makes for quite interesting reading for 
those of us with a particular passion for Snider and 
Martini-Henry rifles.   

Published and printed for the Royal Artillery Institution 
in 1870, it records in detail what can be regarded as a 
complete story of the adoption in 1867 by the British 
Army of the now famous Snider breech-loading rifle, 
and the subsequent search for a weapon of greater 
efficiency.  

Although not regarded as an official Army textbook, it 
was however published with quasi-official approval. 

The section dealing with the cartridge manufacture is 
of interest to the home loader.  It details that the 
bullet is formed by “squirting” the lead into a rod and 
then cutting it into the necessary lengths and 
compressing it into the shape required, except for the 
cannelures and point.  By compression the authors 
claim that a sounder and more perfect bullet is 
obtained than by casting.   

The authors go on to record that the several steps in 
case making “is performed by girls in the East 
Laboratory”. 

“The cases are then charged from 68 to 72 grains of 
rifle Fg powder, given by the measure of a Caffin’s 
machine, a percentage being tested by weight”. 

“The final two steps are: 
1. Half a grain of cotton wool is entered and 

pressed down and the bullet inserted to the 
last cannelure. 

2. This is followed by the anvils being inserted 
into the caps, and pressed into the cap 
chamber so as to be left countersunk.  This 
process is undertaken by a special machine 
constructed so as to be safe if a charge should 
be accidentally fired in this operation”. 

 
(The final operation was inserting the caps into 
loaded cartridges??????)  
 
 

The making of Shot in 1875 
(Taken from Knight’s Mechanical Dictionary) 
Shot was originally made by rolling an ingot of lead 
into a sheet of a thickness corresponding to the size of 
the shot to be made, then cutting the lead into cubes 
and placing the cubes into a “tumbler”.  The action of 
the leaden cubes when rubbed against each other in 
the operation of the apparatus gradually rounding 
them until they were more or less spherical in form. 

This was superseded by the method now employed of 
dropping the molten metal, into a finely divided state, 
from a height into water, invented by Watts, or Bristol, 
England, about 1782 who melted some lead, and 
poured it from the top of St Mary Radcliffe Church into 
water below.  Hi plan succeeded, and he sold the 
invention for a handsome sum. 

The following direction for making shot is found in a 
work published in the seventeenth century: 

 

“Melt lead down in an iron kettle, skim it, and when it 
is so hot that it begins to turn greenish, strew as much 
fine powdered arsenic upon it as will lie upon a shilling 
to every twelve or fifteen pounds of lead, which then 
must be stirred well.  A little may be taken out in a 
ladle for an assay, and which, when reduced to a 
proper heat, may be dropped into water.  If the drops 
prove round and without tails, there is arsenic enough 
therein, and the temper of the heat is as it should be; 
but, if otherwise, more arsenic must be added, and the 
heat augmented till it be found right.” 

Small shot is mentioned as hail-shot, in many English 
statutes of the Tudors and Stuarts. 

A shot-tower is usually about 180 feet high, and 30 
feet in diameter at bottom, with 15 feet at the upper 
story, where the melting is conducted in brick furnaces 
around the central opening down which the melted 
lead is rained into a water tank at the base of the 
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tower.  Platforms with furnaces are also built at lower 
elevations for making smaller sizes of shot. 

The method of reducing the lead to a shower of drops 
is by pouring it into a sieve.  The lead flows out in a 
number of streams, which break into separate drops, 
the resistance of the air and their cohesive tendency 
causing them to become spherical in falling.  Many of 
the drops, however, assume an elongated form, and 
sometimes two or more drops coalesce; these form 
imperfect shot, which are afterward separated. 

The colanders or sieves are hollow hemispheres of 
sheet-iron about 10 inches in diameter, and the size of 
the holes is as follows for the respective sizes of shot:- 

No. 0, the holes are 1/50 inch in diameter. 
      1, the holes are 1/58 inch in diameter. 
      2, the holes are 1/66 inch in diameter. 
      3, the holes are 1/72 inch in diameter. 
      4, the holes are 1/80 inch in diameter  
and by regular gradation to No. 9, the holes are 1/360 
inch in diameter. 

The colander is not without fault in respect of its 
delivering the stream at greater rapidity when full or 
nearly so, than when nearly empty, owing to the 
variation in pressure of the metal as it decreases in 
depth.  It is now generally superseded by the ladle, 
which has a serrated side to divide the lead into 
streams equal in number to the serrations.  Different 
ladles are used for varying sizes of shot, the serrations 
being more numerous for small shot and 
proportionately fewer for shot of larger size. 

The pourer takes a ladleful, perhaps 20 pounds of 
melted alloy, a little arsenic is added to the lead, 
brings the lead into a quiescent state, scrapes away 
the oxide from the pouring side, and then carefully tips 
the ladle, so that the depth of the stream is even in 
order that the metal may be delivered in streams of 
equal sizes at the several notches. 

The drops, having become partially cooled and 
consolidated during their fall, are received at the 
bottom of the tower in a reservoir filled with water 
from whence they are taken and transferred to the 
drying machine, where they are rolled between flannel 
rollers and, when dry, the elongated and imperfect 
shot are separated by rolling the whole down a series 
of inclined planes, each slightly lower than the 
preceding and separated from it by a slight opening; 
the perfect ones, having a greater momentum, leap 
the opening, while the defective ones fall through and 
are put aside for re-melting. 

The different shot sizes are then separated by an 
apparatus resembling a chest of drawers, provided 
with sieves of different degrees of fineness, to which a 
shaking motion is imparted.  The shot are finally 
polished by placing them in revolving cylinders with 
graphite, by which, and with some further attrition, a 
black and shining surface is produced. 

In 1849, a process of making shot by dropping metal 
through a tube up which a strong current of cold air 
was driven was patented by Smith.  This obviates to 
some extent the use of a high tower. 

In 1868, Glasgow and Wood, of St. Louis, patented the 
making of shot by dropping the molten lead through a 
column of glycerine or oil, instead of air. 

The sizes of drop shot vary with different 
manufacturers.  The following lists give the sizes and 
number of shot to an ounce, of a Baltimore and a New 
York shot house:- 

Buckshot and bullets are made by casting or by 
compression in dies. 

 
 
Photos taken by Max Lee at the recent shoot at Port 
Phillip.   
 
The temperature on the day rose to 38 degrees 
Centigrade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Uncle Bob feeling the heat! 
 
 

Sorry, can’t help I’ve got Please Dad help, its so 
two in my hands  hot! 
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Three wise men having The heat is getting to me! 
lunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Me and my second best gun! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cross-eyed stock – Frederic T Baker 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Australia Post Backs Down 
For just over 12 months the firearm industry has been 
actively involved in lobbying governments to have Aust 
Post lift the ban on the importing of firearms and 
firearm accessories.   
On Friday 9 February 2007, Senator the Hon. Helen 
Coonan, Minister responsible for Australia Post 
announced by a Media Release that the ban had been 
lifted. 
Various groups in the firearm industry who worked 
long and hard to have this decision finally come to 
fruition, the Vintagers sincerely thank you.   
For further interesting reading on the Senate Estimates 
sitting, please refer to the Hansard report on page 7 of 
the web address: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/hansard/senate/commttee/S9939.
pdf 
 
Refer next page to a copy of the Media Release by 
Senator the Hon. Helen Coonan, Minister for 
Communications, Information Technology and the Arts.  
Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate. 
Or you may access the Vintagers’ website to view both 
documents – www.vintagers.org.au  
 

Cobaw Sporting Clays. 
www.cobaw.com 

 
In the Magnificent Macedon Ranges, 

one hour from Melbourne Airport. 
 

Syndicate and private shooting 
available. 

 
Try the Cobaw Flush - up to 200 birds 

over five drives. 
 

Great fun. !! 
Design the shoot to suit your party. 

 
shoot@cobaw.com 
03 5423 7146 
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The Combined Firearms Council of Victoria 
The Combined Firearms Council of Victoria (CFCV), our Political voice for the shooting sports, continues to make 
progress on our behalf.   

The Vintagers is a member of the CFCV.  Other member organizations of the CFCV are the SSAA (Vic) (Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia (Vic.)), FGA (Field and Game Australia), VCTA (Victorian Clay Target Association), 
VAPA (Victoria Amateur Pistol Association), TRV (Target Rifle Victoria), IPSC (International Pistol Shooting 
Confederation, VRA (Victorian Rifle Association), and the FTA (Firearms Traders Association).   

Our Club President serves as our representative, and he also serves as the Treasurer of the CFCV.  Another member 
of the Vintagers who is also extremely active on the committee of the CFCV is Russell Pearson who is continually 
opening doors for the CFCV in Spring Street and also in the Federal Government.  Bill Paterson, a Vintager and Vice 
President of FGA, is the President of the CFCV.  Of course the work that these gentlemen do is voluntary and they 
continue to work hard and long for the law abiding licenced shooters.   

The members of the CFCV are there for the benefit and passion of the sport and for the shooters.  With this in mind, 
supporting the CFCV is the most effective way (politically and media wise) to protect your sport or your 
past-time.  
 
For further information of what the CFCV is all about you can access their website - www.cfcv.org.au 
 
 

Wanted, articles urgently sought! 
We desperately need articles for the Newsletter.  Without your support in supplying or writing articles the 
Newsletter will diminish with interesting stories to tell your Vintager colleagues.  Please forward your 
articles by fax or by email to the Editor/Secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual views expressed in 
Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken seriously. 


