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The Committee of Management welcomes our new 
Members who have recently joined the Vintagers.  
They are:  Hugh Nihill and Mark Rowe.  We sincerely 
wish you a very warm welcome and enjoyment within 
the Club as a Member of the Vintagers. 
 
 

Shoot Calendar. 
 
 
Confirmed 17 June 2007 – SSAA (Vic) Eagle Park 

*******See notice on page 12***** 
 
Confirmed 19 August 2007 – Melbourne Gun Club 
 
 
To be  21 October 07 -.Vintage Cup – TBA 
Advised 18 November 2007 – Xmas Shoot TBA 
 
 
The Committee of Management are continuing to 
negotiate with a couple of Gun Clubs in relation to the 
Vintage Cup and Xmas Shoot.  Hopefully we will have 
these events confirmed by the next Issue of Hammers 
Back. 
 

Members 
Have you changed your address lately?  If so, please 
advise the Secretary as soon as possible so that you 
won’t miss out on the next newsletter and shooting 
event. 
 
 

President’s Report 

Our shoot conducted on 29th April 2007 at the historic 
Geelong Clay Target Club was as usual a success, with 
64 nominations received for the 50 target event.  
Whilst the weather was somewhat inclement in and 
around Melbourne and the northern suburbs, it was 
fine, sunny, and very mild in Geelong.  The Geelong 
Clay Target Club committee and their enthusiastic Field 
and Game counterparts set the ground and the targets 
to everyone’s complete satisfaction, and the kitchen 
provided the sometimes hungry individuals with the 
welcomed taste of home cooked meals and snacks.  
Whilst the emphasis is not to encourage scoring, it is 
worthy to record that during the second round a score 
of 23/25 was posted with a .410 bore.  
Congratulations, Eric, on a fantastic performance with 
a sub-gauge and for proving that in the hands of a 
very capable shot, the .410 is certainly not to be 
regarded as a humble orphan or a close range snake 
charmer.  We also invited the members of the newly 
formed Melbourne Cricket Club Clay Target Club to 
attend, and were pleased to see a small gathering. 

Just prior to Xmas last year the idea was toyed with 
hosting a side-by-side shoot in conjunction with Field & 
Game Australia (FGA); a National Side-by-Side 
extravaganza style Shoot/Championship for the want 
of better words.  We have had some preliminary 
discussions with the Chief Executive Officer of FGA, 
Rod Drew (who, incidentally, is a Vintager), and we 
have come up with some foundation ideas, all of which 
are of course subject to change.  Now this particular 
proposed shoot, considered a joint venture if you like, 
between our Club and FGA, would be a “fair dinkum” 
competition shot under strict FGA competition rules 
and regulations, incorporating a recognized grading 
system.  (It would be totally unlike our annual Vintage 
Cup where we apply liberal handicaps which are 
accepted and so on to add to the spirit of the 
occasion.)  We are looking to conduct the proposed 
shoot early next year, possibly at Frankston on 
Saturday 26th April 2008.  This event would be 50 
targets for breech loaders, and 20 targets for muzzle 
loaders.  Handicaps depending on scores would be 
applied after the first 25 targets (or 10 for muzzle 
loaders) so that all contestants are on a level playing 
field and have an opportunity to be “high gun” of the 
day.  The shoot would be open to all Field and Game, 
and Vintager, financial members.  The handicapping 
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system we are contemplating applying will probably be 
similar to what Field and Game already have in place 
(for example, shoot 23/25, then add 0, shoot 12-
13/25, then add 8).  Anyway, more about this proposal 
later as we get down the track a little further.  There is 
still much to be discussed and decided on to get this 
proposal off the ground and up and running. 

Our next shoot is a rifle shoot and is scheduled for 17th 
June at the SSAA Eagle Park complex Big Game Rifle 
Range.  We will be sending you a reminder/flyer prior 
to that date.  The program firearm qualification criteria 
will be very liberal in that any rifle is very welcome.  I 
would ask that you endeavor to support this shoot.  
Historically, it has been poorly attended and the Club 
has lost money in this regard.  We are required to pay 
a $150 ground fee as we are not affiliated with the 
SSAA, but the “trade off” is that any non SSAA 
member does not have to pay the standard $22 
admission fee; only the $11 standard SSAA financial 
member fee.  This is an extremely generous gesture 
on behalf of the SSAA Board of Management to assist 
the non SSAA members.  We will be inviting the SSAA 
Big Game Rifle Club to come along and have some fun.  
Hopefully, we can beat them for once.  They have 
humbled and trumped us by winning on all previous 
occasions despite our best attempts of target 
tampering and cheating, all to no avail.   

There is an article in the April-June 2007 edition 
number 54 of Guns and Game (pages 74/75) written 
by Lionel Swift, which advertises and promotes our 
Club.  In this regard we have received quite an 
expression of interest regarding membership, and 
proposed shoots enquiry.  If you haven’t seen it, then 
please take the opportunity to get a copy, or simply 
read it at the news stand.  Thank you to Lionel, for the 
well written and balanced article. 

Thirteen members from the SSAA, the Field & Game 
Australia and Vic Game were selected to attend a 6 
day live-in duration comprehensive training course 
conducted by the USA based ballistician and shotgun 
hunting expert, Doctor Tom Roster.  The purpose of 
the course was to develop a team of committed 
shotgun hunters who are able to assist in the delivery 
of voluntary shotgun education for Victorian hunters.  
The course covered the theoretical and practical use of 
non toxic shot.  Three Vintagers (Judith Kent, Fred 
Bilney, and Tim Schaeffer) attended, who are also 
members of the SSAA and the Field & Game Australia, 
attended.  Whether those amongst us who are 
waterfowl/game bird hunters like it or not, non toxic 
shot is here to stay. 

In closing, you will find a notice on page 7 of this 
edition of Hammers Back regarding the convening by 
the Committee of Management of a Special General 
Meeting.  This proposed meeting is considered very 
important to the future development of your Club.  
Please take time to read the notice, the proposed 
special resolution, and the rational in support of same. 

See you at Eagle Park! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS Pty Ltd 
 

Additional consignments are now being accepted for 
our 

has great pleasure introducing our 
 

29TH COLLECTOR’S AUCTION  
on  
 

Sunday 7th OCTOBER 2007 
 

Eley Park Community Centre 
87 Eley Road, Blackburn South 

Melways Ref. 61-H5 
 

Contacts: 
Roland Martyn   98487951 

Rob Lansell  0409348577 
 

Further information will be in the next issue of 
Hammers Back 

 

Tracing a Trophy 
As the old saying goes, for luck to be in your favour, 
you generally “have to be in the right place at the right 
time”.  This was certainly the case for Mark Brenton at 
the annual 2006 Vintage Cup Down-Under.  Now Mark 
is an advanced collector and authority on anything to 
do with James Rosier, the renowned Melbourne gun-
smith, and also dabbles in the pursuit of vintage 
shooting trophies/reloading tools/ live bird traps/old 
powder tins, and the like. 

Now the 2006 Annual General Meeting had just been 
concluded and arrangements were well underway for 
the serious competition to commence, when Mark 
sourced a couple of old shooting trophies that were 

Cobaw Sporting Clays 
www.cobaw.com 

In the magnificent  
Macedon Ranges, one hour  

from Melbourne Airport 

Syndicate and private shooting  
available. 

Try the Cobaw Flush – up to  
200 birds over five drives.   

Great Fun!! 

Design the shoot to suit  
your party. 

 
Shoot@cobaw.com 

(03) 5423 7146 
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being shown around.  Once they got to Mark, well, 
that’s where they stayed! 
One old silver trophy was of particular interest to many 
of us.  It was inscribed 
 

Linton Rifle Club 
 

1st Prize 
 

Presented by E E Kenny Esq. 
 

Won by F W O’Beirne 24/2/1888 
 
Mark was keen to know about the prize, and after 
some time commissioned a person to delve into its 
history.  What resulted was quite fascinating.  Now the 
previous custodian of the cup did not know anything 
about it, except that it had been purchased some two 
years ago from a Camberwell market.  We all knew of 
the township of Linton. 
Mark’s commissioned amateur historian had more 
success. 

F.W. O’Beirne on his wedding day – 16 June 1897 
 
 
F W O’Beirne was in fact a certain Francis William 
O’Beirne, who was born on 25th September 1859, the 
fourth child to Henry and Catherine O’Beirne at 
Castleplunket, Co. Roscommon, Ireland.  The family 
immigrated to Australia in 1863 and settled in Ballarat, 

Victoria.  In 1872 Henry and his then larger family of 
eight moved the family home by bullock wagon to 
Linton, a distance of some 34 kilometers.  Adjoining 
the relocated family home was an office building in 
which Henry established a wool and skin business.  
The business was carried on by Henry’s sons Francis 
and John, under the trading name of J & F O’Beirne, 
and finally closed its doors 105 years later in 1977!  
The core business was sheep, rabbit, and fox skins, 
wool, hides, tallow and neats-foot oil.  Francis was a 
keen shooter and a foundation member of the Linton 
Rifle Club which was established with an office and 
mounds in 1885 on the Linton recreation reserve.  This 
club was dissolved in the late 1950’s.  The Linton Rifle 
Club often competed against neighbouring teams from 
Lismore, Egerton, Ballan, Creswick, to name a few.  
Francis passed away on 27th December 1945 and is 
buried alongside his wife (whom he married on 16th 
June 1897) and his two sons.   
The cup represents an important and unique piece of 
Australian shooting history and poses more questions 
than answers, such as “what make and calibre of rifle 
did Francis use, was it a Martini-Henry, or a Snider?”, 
and “at what distance was it shot and what was his 
score?”  Sadly, we may never know, but keep on 
searching, Mark!!! 
 
(The editors of the Vintagers gratefully acknowledge 
the assistance and help of Joan O’Beirne and her 
husband, Roger O’Beirne, grandson of Francis O’Beirne 
for providing the material for this article.) 
 

One Eye or Two Eye Shooting 
(This article appeared in the Australian Shooters and 
Anglers News on 15th October 1947.  It was written by 
H.G. James (“Duxbac”) the then proprietor of Donald 
MacIntosh, who was regarded as Australia’s No. 1 
authority on all firearms.)  

“This is a matter that is very much discussed and 
talked about by all classes of gun shots, and I have 
often been asked what is the correct way to shoot with 
a shotgun.  Citing my own case, when I was first 
shown and taught how to hold and sight a gun by the 
doyen of wing shots, Donald Mackintosh, I was told to 
keep both eyes open, but after two years of shooting I 
found that for some unaccountable reason I used to 
miss an easy straight away shot.  After consultation 
with an occulist I was informed that some people, 
whilst with normal sight, had a master eye which 
strongly dominated the other.  I then set myself out to 
discover if this was my trouble.  I found that after 
firing over fifty shots on a target with both eyes open 
1, on three occasions, put the charge of shot clean off 
the target at forty yards.  This was due to my left eye 
being the master eye.  I then had to be contented to 
shoot with one eye, closing the left, being right 
handed.  I then found that my shooting timing had 
deteriorated to such an extent that the object was 
getting away by five yards further than my normal 
shooting timing with two eyes.  This was due to cutting 
down my vision by half and, naturally, the one eye had 
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to focus the object and this takes a fraction of time.  I 
then set about by making a gadget to fit on to the gun 
which held a disc out on the left side of the gun just 
about the end of the forend.  The round disc is 
approximately 2 in. in diameter.  I found then that I 
got perfect sighting with both eyes open, but the disc 
cut out too much field, and I gradually reduced the 
size of the disc until it just blotted out the foresight 
and did not materially reduce the field.  I then found 
that I was shooting back to normal timing.  This disc 
was the curiosity of most shooters who shot with me, 
and they used to rag me about it, so much so that I 
set out to develop a grip by the left hand using the ball 
of the thumb high up on the barrel, which I found 
blotted out the sight the same as the small disc.  From 
that day forward I have always used this form of grip 
which has which has enabled me to win the 
championship which I would never have done with the 
closing of the left eye.  I will admit there are a great 
number of one-eyed shots, but they may have a 
different reaction sighting and timing from that of the 
writer. 

 
 

Tracing an Invoice – the sequal 
In our previous edition of Hammers Back, we printed a 
copy of the invoice below, and requested any 
information in relation to Castle Bros.  This has 
brought a surprised response from a Mr. Ray Jenkins, 
of Maryborough, Victoria, who, although is not a 
member of our Club, was given a copy of Hammers 
Back.  
 
It will be of considerable interest to many of us to 
learn of the history of Castles Bros. in Kyneton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ray’s letter of 22nd March 2007 reads as follows: 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
It appears that Mr Neil Speed has come across an old 
invoice to the esteemed Castles Bros. of Kyneton 
resulting in your reproduction fo same in your 
newsletter of March 2007 with an enquiry for further 
information as to who or what was Castles Bros.  
Therein lies a story. 

It all begins with one George Castles (1819 – 
2/4/1859) who at the age of 18 in the year 1836 was 
indicted before the Lent Assizes for Essex charged with 
break enter and steal from a dwelling house belonging 
to one Mary French.  Found guilty and sentenced to be 
“transported beyond the seas for 14 years, and 
previously thereto be kept to hard labour in the 
Convict Jail at Springfield”. 

George’s convict records describe him on arrival via 
the ship Norfolk 1837 as being 18 years of age, 5 feet 
3 inches tall with dark brown hair and brown eyes and 
having as distinguishing features a hairy mole on the 
left side of the upper lip, two small sears in the centre 
of forehead, tattoos, “J” over heart “W” on back of 
right hand, blue ring 3rd finger right hand, 4 blue dots 
and anchor on back of middle finger left hand and a 
scar inside upper right arm. 

George was granted his Ticket of Leave in February 
1843 at Melbourne and duly married one Ann Burgess 
on 6/3/1844 in the Parish of St James, Melbourne. 
William was their first born (10/8/1844) was born in 
Melbourne, their second born arrived on 4/10/1845 
after they moved to the Goulbourn District.  The next 
move was to Kilmore where they settled down and the 
rest of the family was born, Susan, Joseph, Sarah, 
Thomas, Nathan, Harry, Hannah and a second Nathan 
after the death of the first Nathan. 

George worked as a Carrier in Kilmore where on 
26/3/1859 he was run over by a run away team of 
coach horses and seriously injured.  He lingered for a 
week when peritonitis set in and he died at home on 
2/4/1859 and was buried. 

Ann continued to live in Kilmore for some years before 
moving to reside with her daughter Sarah Gourlay at 
171 Holmes Road, Moonee Ponds.  She died in 1899 
aged 78 and was buried in Melbourne General 
Cemetary. 

Now, to get back to Castles Bros. of Kyneton.  The first 
two sons of George were William and Samuel born only 
14 months apart.  They married two sisters, Rosina 
and Mary Ann Haylett-Piggins of Kyneton.  Samuel to 
Mary Ann in 1871 and William to Rosina in 1873. 
Their father-in-law Haylett-Piggins (is said in family) 
owned an iron mongers shop in Kyneton on the corner 
of Mollison and High Streets.  It is supposed that 
William and Samuel continued to run the iron mongers 
as Castles Bros., after the death of Kaylett-Piggins.  
The shop was still operating as an iron mongers as late 
as the early 1950’s though not as Castles Bros. 
William Castles died on 14/11/1918 and Samuel 
followed on 12/6/24. 
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I hope this has cast some light on who the Castles 
Bros. were, Australian born sons of a convict.  Each 
had 10 children and the Castles are now spread far 
and wide across Australian in great profusion. 
One other Castles of note was Amy Eliza Castles, 
daughter of Joseph another of old George’s sons.  She 
was an opera singer of note (soprano) and it was said 
by one who knows and heard both sing, “Melba’s voice 
was memorable, Amy Castles’ was matchless”. 

My paternal grandmother was Sarah’s daughter. 

Keep your powder dry and your flints tight. 
Ray Jenkins 
 
 
The Vintagers thanks Ray very much for his story on 
the family. 
 

Now during our research for information on Castles 
Bros. we contacted the Kyneton Historical Society 
seeking any information that they may have, and 
would you believe we were sent the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above advertisement was placed in the Kyneton 
District Centenary souvenir of 1936.. 

The Kyneton Guardian edition of 2nd April 1960 
reported the Castle Bros. ceased trading that day, 
after having been in business since 1857.  It went on 
to say that a certain Mr. G.G. Bowman, the manager, 
had been in the employ of the Castles firm for 57 
years, except for 3 years when he enlisted with the 
A.I.F. and served in France during World War 1. 

The premises, “Castles’ corner”, as they were locally 
known, was demolished and cleared for a Kangaroo 
Petroleum service station building.  The site is 
currently Sun Ford Cars. 
 
 

Membership Renewals 
This is just a reminder to all that your annual 
subscription for 2007/2008 will fall due on 1st July.  
Fees remain the same, $30 for individual, and $50 for 
family.  This structure is relatively cost effective when 
compared with other sporting bodies, particularly 
football and golf clubs.  Our Club has adequate public 
liability insurance cover and has been approved by 

Victoria Police as a “genuine reason” for licence 
application/renewal, and purchase of a category B 
firearm. 
 
A Membership Renewal form for 2007/2008 is enclosed 
for your convenience 
 

Shot Expo 2007 
The Vintagers is taking part at the Shot Expo.  The 
committee of management considered that it would be 
of great benefit to be an Exhibitor.   

The Vintagers elected to share their booth with a 
young lobby group who is making waves against the 
Prohibitionists, the anti-gun lobbyists and others who 
oppose our sport.  The group is The International 
Coalition for Women in Shooting and Hunting (WiSH). 

WiSH have made a name for themselves both 
nationally and internationally and have written several 
papers. They continually respond to various inaccurate 
statements and outrageous claims made by anti gun 
ownership groups,  

Members of the Vintagers are strongly encouraged to 
attend and see what a great Expo Melbourne can put 
on for those interested in firearms and accessories, 
archery, hunting outfitters, outdoor gear and 
equipment, and more!  There will be many traders and 
exhibitors from all over Australia.   

The Expo runs for two days, May 26th and 27th at the 
Grand Pavilion, Melbourne Showgrounds in Flemington. 

Our booth will be number 135B; see you there! 
 
 

The Combined Firearms Council of Victoria 
update. 
 
The Combined Firearms Council of Victoria (CFCV), our 
Political voice for the shooting sports, continues to 
make progress on our behalf.   

The CFCV have submitted their detailed response to 
the Firearms Discussion Paper 2007 issued by the 
Department of Justice.  The purpose of the Discussion 
Paper was to provide firearms stakeholders with 
information regarding current issues in firearms 
regulations and to identify any additional issues 
concerning the operation of the Victorian Firearms Act 
1996.  It is intended that the Discussion Paper will 
facilitate discussion between firearms stakeholders and 
the Department of Justice regarding the best means of 
addressing currently identified issues. 

The issues identified in the Discussion Paper fell into 
several broad categories, such as firearms storage, 
firearms collectors, hunting related amendments, 
“Prohibited persons”, just to name a few.  Whether 
such issues will be addressed by legislative 
amendments will be determined following consultation 
with the stakeholders.  It must be remembered, 
however, that the Victorian Government is unlikely to 
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contemplate any amendments to the Act that would 
contravene the national firearms agreements, or 
reduce the effectiveness of the Act in ensuring public 
safety and peace.  However, we can only hope that 
common sense will prevail. 

The Vintagers Committee of Management spent 
considerable personal time in discussing and 
formulating a very detailed response to the CFCV, with 
several recommendations for inclusion in their final 
report. 

The Vintagers, in their own right as a stakeholder, also 
considered it prudent and submitted their own 
response to the Discussion Paper so as to add weight 
to the exercise. 

 
For further information of what the CFCV is all about 
you can access their website - www.cfcv.org.au 
 
 

Vintagers Ties for sale 
The ties are 100% pure silk. 
 
Colours:     Green with gold hammers. 
 
Cost:    $50 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: We have three green and gold ties left and 
unfortunately it would seem that we are unable to 
obtain any further stock.  Also we have sold out of the 
money clips.  The committee of management is looking 
at other merchandise which could be of interest. 
 
 

Political Support 

On Tuesday 1st May 2007, the Victorian State 
Government handed down it's budget for 
2007/08. 
As anticipated, the State Government confirmed 
election commitments previously made to 

Victoria's almost 200,000 licensed shooters. 
In particular, it confirmed: 

• A firearms safety and awareness program 
(a CFCV initiative) - $400,000 over four 
years; and  

• A shotgun education program (CONCEP) - 
also $400,000 over four years. 

It also confirmed the $1m fox bounty for 
2007/08. 
 

This is great news for shooters, primarily as it 
demonstrates the efforts of organisations like the 
CFCV and its member organisations to secure 
political support for the shooting sports. 
 
 
A couple of photos taken at the Geelong Shoot in April. 
 

Vintagers enjoying themselves! 
 

 
 
 
 
Admiring the view…. 
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Notice Convening the Special General Meeting 
 

of the 
 

Vintagers (Order of Edwardian Gunners) Incorporated No. 
A0039954D 

 
The Special General Meeting of the Vintagers (Order of Edwardian Gunners) Incorporated will be held at 
the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Vic.) Ltd. Eagle Park complex, Big Game Rifle Range, 
Gifkins Road, Little River, on Sunday 17th June 2007, commencing at 10.30 AM sharp. 
 

Agenda 
• Welcome 

 
• Apologies 

 
• Object of the Meeting 

The Committee of Management has convened a Special General Meeting to consider a change to the Club’s 
statement of purpose, in accordance with the following proposed special resolution: 
“That the Club’s present statement of purpose be amended to include the additional wording ‘….to 
promote/organize ethical hunting, conservation, and safety.’ ” 
 
Proposed by   Russell Pearson (member number 8) 
Seconded by  Judith Kent (member number 10) 
 
The Club’s statement of purpose would then read “The purpose of the Vintagers is to maintain and operate 
side-by-side vintage/classic sporting shotguns and rifles, to conduct firearms use, display exhibitions, 
historical re-enactments of the use of firearms, and to promote/organize ethical hunting, conservation, 
and safety. 

 
• Close of Meeting 

 
 
Rational for the proposed special resolution. 
 
Our Club presently holds an interim approval (granted 14th February 2001) as a shooting club from the Victoria Police 
as being a recognized shooting club for sport or target shooting (but not hunting). 
 
To take full advantage of recent and proposed changes under section 10 of the Firearms Act 1996, the Club’s 
statement of purpose has to be modified to include “hunting.”  In order to do so, our Club must specify in its 
statement of purpose that it has a relevant provision within same that identifies hunting as one of our purposes. 
 
By doing this a person (a financial “Vintager”) applying/renewing a category A or B longarm licence can demonstrate a 
genuine need that their licence is required for sport or target shooting, and hunting by providing evidence 
(“Vintager” membership card) that they are a financial member of a shooting club or organization (“Vintagers”), which 
is recognized and has been approved (under section 10(3) of the Firearms Act 1996) by the Chief Commissioner of 
Victoria Police  
 
Should you be unable to attend the Special General Meeting, a Form of Appointment of Proxy is enclosed for your 
convenience.  Please note that completed Proxy forms must be delivered to the Secretary no later than 24 hours 
before Sunday 17th June 2007, by way of facsimile (03 95720069) or post (last mail collection on Friday 15th June to 
PO Box 269 Carnegie 3163) 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………..J M. Kent (Secretary) 
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Patrik would be well known to many of you.  He is a 
foundation life member of our Club and an extremely 
generous supporter of our fund raising activities.  Please 
support those who support us, and give Patrik a call if you 
are in the market for a new toy, ammunition, or 
accessories. 
 
The Committee of Management is very grateful for the 
wonderful prizes Patrik has donates to the Club from time 
to time. 
Thank you very much Patrik. 
 

 
 

Wanted, articles urgently sought! 
We desperately need articles for the Newsletter.  You hear this from us all the time and will continue to 
do so.   
 
Without your support in supplying or writing articles the Newsletter will sadly reduce in size or diminish.  
 
Please forward your articles by fax or by email to the Editor/Secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual views expressed in 
Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken seriously. 
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With complements from Neil Speed. 
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“I wonder where they are now?” 
 
In the early part of the 1970’s, Mario Abbiatico, 
the co-owner of Fabricca d’Armi Mario Abbiatico e 
Remo Salvinelli, or Famars of Brescia, Italy, as it 
is commonly known, decided that the firm would 
make 15 only four-barrel guns fitted with a single 
trigger.  The first built gun was merely regarded 
as an engineering exercise, whoever, with an 
unusually very high expression of customer 
interest, the batch was completed.  Each gun was 
built to exact customer specification, and sold for 
around $7000 US each, having an extremely high 
reputation as investment pieces. 
 
The guns were all 28 bore, and the design had a 
combination of a hammer and hammerless gun.  
The two hammers were cocked manually, and 
fired the upper barrels.  The box-locks for the 
lower pair of barrels were automatically cocked 
by the opening and closing of the gun.  If both 
the hammers were not cocked, the two lower 
barrels were fired in sequence by a single trigger.  
If both hammers were cocked, the firing order 
was upper right, upper left, lower right, lower 
left.  If only one hammer was cocked, that barrel 
was fired before the lower two barrels.  Choking 
was generally cylinder, improved cylinder, half, 
and full.  Guns of this extremely high quality are 
not usually put to work in the field, so the 
profusion of confusing options available for the 
shooter was really not an issue.  Just cock both 
hammers and pull the trigger until one ran out of 
targets or shells seemed the best option.  Locking 
lugs below, plus a doll’s head extension on the 
top barrels, locked the barrels to the action.  The 
double system was designed to reduce the effect 
of the bending strain exerted on the standing 
breech when the gun was fired.   
 
The gun weighed 8½ pounds with appoint of 
static balance just ahead of the hinge pin.  It was 
not fitted with ejectors.  Famars considered that 
to make it so would have added far too much 
unnecessary weight and complication.  With four 
shots available, is speed of reloading really that 
important? 
 
Mario Abbiatico certainly made his mark on the 
shooting world, and died of cancer in 1984.  He 
was only 50 years of age.   
 
“I wonder where these guns are now?” 
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Confirmed forthcoming shoot 
 
Sunday 17 June 2007 commencing at 11.00 AM 
 
(Immediately following the 10.30 AM Special General Meeting) 
 
 

At the Sporting Shooters of Australia (Vic) Ltd, Eagle Park 
 

Big Game Rifle Range (not the main range) 
 

Gifkins Road Little River (off the Little River-Ripley Road) 
 
 

Proposed Events (may be subject to some change)  Nomination fee of $2 per 
event 
 
 

• Any military rifle 10 shots @ 100 yards  Pistol Target 
 

• Any centre-fire sporting rifle 20 shots @100 yards.  Pistol Targets 
 

• Any rifle .32 cal. or below 2 shots @ 50 yards suspended clays.  4 Man Team 
 

• Any double rifle 10 shots @ 50 yards Pistol Target 
 

• Any rifle for the novelty “Africa Shoot”.  2 Targets, 2 Shooters 1 at each Target 
Each shooter fires at his/her designated target (2 shots in 20 seconds) 

 
If you have a rifle(s) that you are not sure will fit in with the theme of the proposed events, please bring it 
along for an outing anyway.  The event rules are extremely liberal and you will certainly have an 
opportunity to use it. 
 
 

All Vintagers and their guests will be required to sign in at the SSAA main gate, but do NOT pay a range 
fee there.  Only those who shoot must pay the standard scale of range fee (that is, $11 for adults, $5 for 
pensioners, and $3 for juniors 12-18 years of age) to Treasurer Greg. 
 
 
Complimentary nibbles available, but please bring a picnic lunch and chair(s).  Bruno’s Café is open if you 
would rather sit in comfort down at the main clubrooms to have your lunch in style! 
 
 
And remember, whilst it may be raining in Melbourne, it rarely rains at Eagle Park, so please come along 
and show your support. 
 
 


