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President’s Report 

Our 7th Annual Vintage Cup proved to be a 
success with a record 72 entries. The shoot was 
complimented with an excellent selection of 
prizes donated from within the trade and 
members, fine food prepared by the Geelong Gun 
Club, with fine weather.   
 
Bob Seip, using his Colonial vintage hammer 
gun certainly found true form and took home the 
“Vintage Cup”.  Bob’s display showed that he 
was a convincing and popular winner. 
 
The other perpetual trophy winners were: 
“Best Gun” awarded to the Hon. David Hawker 
for his cased hammer James Purdey 10 bore circa 
1880.  David’s display in smoking the clays with 
1½ ounces of shot proved that black powder 
rules! 
 
“A.V.Schembri” awarded to John Rowe for his 
contribution and dedication to the smooth 
running of the club and shoots over the past 12 
months. 
 
Merry Xmas, Happy New Year and see you 
on 3rd February 2008!!!! 
 
 

The Committee of Management welcomes our new 
Members who have recently joined the Vintagers.  We 
sincerely wish David Aikins, Phillip Dalbrun, John 
Chambers, Ray Jenkin, Graeme Laidler and Peter 
Russell a very warm welcome and enjoyment within 
the Club as a Member of the Vintagers. 
 
 

Shoot Calendar 2008. 
 
3rd February 2008 – New Year Shoot at 
Frankston.  The “Treasurer’s Challenge”.  
Confirmed.  (Refer the enclosed flyer). 
 
Deliberations, opinions, and preferences have been 
continually expressed as to the merits of propellants 
and the theme/purpose of this shoot is to decide once 
and for all “which is the superior powder, black or 
nitro”.  In order to provide a balanced analysis and 
comprehensive result, our Treasurer, Greg Menzies, 
will be orchestrating the event, and has undertaken to 

provide an unquestionable result, unless of course, a 
considerable amount of money changes hand on the 
day which could well impact on the findings.  Please 
refer to the program contained within this issue for 
further details. 
 
20th April 2008 – Rifle Shoot at Little River, to be 
confirmed. 
 
15th June 2008 – Greenvale, Confirmed 
 
19th October 2008 – Geelong, to be confirmed 
 
30th November 2008 – Melbourne Gun Club, 
Confirmed. 
 
 

Members, changed your mailing address? 
Have you changed your address lately?  If so, please 
advise the Secretary as soon as possible so that you 
won’t be disappointed in missing out on receiving the 
next issue of the newsletter and forthcoming shooting 
events. 

In addition, membership renewals for the year to 30th 
June 2008 are now overdue and no further newsletters 
are forwarded to unfinancial members.  
 
 

Hunting Club Approval Update 

In our previous newsletter we reported that we had 
written to the Commissioner of Police seeking approval 
to be recognized as an approved category A/B shooting 
club for the purposes of demonstrating HUNTING as a 
genuine reason for a firearms licence.  This would 
enable a financial member of the Vintagers to 
demonstrate under section 10 (3) of the Firearms Act 
1996 that the licence is required for hunting by 
providing evidence (that is, the Vintager membership 
card), that they are a member of an approved shooting 
club (that is, the Vintagers). 

The approval (number 581-742-70H) was 
subsequently granted to us on 17th August 2007, but 
was subject to six general conditions, most of which 
are considered to be quite unrealistic.  Incidentally, we 
are led to understand that the same conditions have 
been imposed on both the SSAA (Vic) Ltd., and the 
Field and Game. 

These conditions do not appear to be contained in the 
Firearms Act or the Regulations, and would seem to be 
conditions imposed by the Victoria Police Licensing 
Services Division. 
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Our concerns (supported by those of the SSAA and 
Field and Game) have been referred to the Combined 
Firearms Council of Victoria who is taking up the 
matter with both the Department of Justice and the 
Victoria Police on our behalf  

We are quietly confident that hopefully common sense 
will prevail and that the approval will be tailored to 
make it more workable. 

 

Our approval as an approved SHOOTING CLUB 
continues unchanged. 

 

 

Provenance:  A Gun Story. 
By Robert Geddes. 

Though Pop was a keen shot, he was past that stage 
by the time I was old enough to have developed much 
of an interest. The gene seemed to skip Dad, but I still 
inherited a fascination with firearms and hunting. So, 
most of what I learned about shooting early on was 
from Ross Williams’ fortnightly column in the Weekly 
Times and whatever other reading I could lay my 
hands on.  

One of the first hunting books I ever read was an old 
Reader’s Digest-abridged version of J.A. Hunter’s 
Hunter. He wrote of his early love of the hunt, 
tottering after his father in Scottish marshes, picking 
up and sniffing the spent cartridges ejected by his 
father’s ancient Purdey. The reverence and esteem 
with which Hunter regarded the Purdey he eventually 
inherited made me covet one from an early age. 

Within weeks of fulfilling that long held ambition to 
own a fine English game gun (though not a Purdey, as 
I had lusted after), I heard the most extraordinary 
story of a fine gun once held in the maternal side of 
my family. Before I do go on, however, we must note 
that professional historians regard oral history with 
some suspicion. An even more suspicious species of 
oral history is family folklore, so you must make what 
you will of this tale… 

My narrator, my mother’s brother, uncle Pete, told the 
tale of a rather eccentric bachelor relative of his. 
Family legend holds that his particular branch of the 
family were once of considerable means, probably from 
gold. They were financially wiped out though. Not by 
flood, drought or depression, but by bushfires. Well, 
not quite the actual bushfires: it was the fact that the 
family wealth, represented by a tea tin full of 
sovereigns, was buried to protect them from the fires. 
After the flames had passed and all the trees, stumps 
and posts that may have served as locating landmarks 
had disappeared, the tin could not be found again! To 
this day there are occasional weekend prospectors who 
try to invoke the ancient and peculiar laws pertaining 
to treasure trove on that property. 

This relative lived with his spinster sister in 
protectively private squalor a short way out of a 
provincial centre. The story goes that this sister had 
actually been knocked up by the headmaster of the 
prestigious school in town as a 15 year old maid. The 
baby died immediately after birth, and the scandal 
(there had been some suggestion she may have killed 
it) destroyed her socially. 

He remembers one day visiting this poor, unlucky, 
scandal-ridden relative with his father (my maternal 
grandfather). The eight or nine year old boy and his 
father were shown an old, cased shotgun. To the child 
it was just a shotgun though, nothing special. At any 
rate, the event is now just a dim memory from my 
now-retired uncle’s boyhood. 

Some years later the sister died. Some years after 
that, the bachelor brother died too. On the passing of 
this gentleman my grandfather, either as executor or 
beneficiary, made hasty arrangements for the securing 
of certain items – heirlooms and valuables - from the 
old man’s home. A flurry of hasty and urgent 
telephone calls was made across the state to trusted 
acquaintances. 

The shop-keeper (for that is what my grandfather Jack 
was) picked up the phone, and of the operator 
requested yet another trunk call. His son, by now a 
teenager or older, only overheard part of the flurry of 
calls, but certainly heard the reason for them, and 
noted his father’s increasing consternation: 

Jack waited while the phone rang. 

Then he uttered a curious and riveting phrase, the 
implications of which left me reeling when I heard it 
re-told. Evidently he was speaking to his sister: 

“Kit, it’s Jack. I’ve spoken to ___. It’s gone. The 
bastards got the Purdey…” 

It is unlikely that I would have inherited the gun. 
Anything could have happened in the forty odd years 
since that minor sensation. That it would be held in a 
family of non-hunting and shooting folk who, though 
certainly aware of its value, wouldn’t necessarily 
treasure it beyond a nominal price; that it would be 
passed down matrilineally; that my grandfather was, 
indeed, the beneficiary and not just the executor; that 
it would survive multiple intrusions in recent years by 
a state desperate to remove from the populace such 
root-of-all-evil artifacts… 

I asked a friend of mine - a keen and knowledgeable 
shot - who is a long-time resident of that district 
whether he had heard the story; indeed he had, as had 
some of his friends and a local dealer. It was evidently 
a reasonably well known story within certain tight 
circles. He knew the gentleman who owned it, even 
knew that gentleman owned the gun, and had heard of 
its disappearance. He had not heard anything of its 
“liberator” or eventual destination though. In the days
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when it went missing far more people would have been 
well aware of its value than now. He speculates that 
the gun probably disappeared to somewhere far from 
where whispered stories could raise questions of its 
provenance and its owner’s integrity. It was most likely 
removed by someone who had been watching for an 
opportunity for years, perhaps to fill someone’s “back-
order”. 

Some historical and geographical context goes a long 
way towards explaining the existence of such a gun in 
such a place. The western district of the state of 
Victoria, in south eastern Australia, was first settled by 
Europeans – many of them dour Scots – in the 1830s 
and 40s. Early pastoralists, pushing ahead of the 
frontiers of legally surveyed settlement, prospered 
from merino wool on the open, fertile, grassy plains 
and the favourable climate. The grand bluestone 
homesteads these squatters built, modelled on the 
idea of the English country house, bear testament to 
wool’s early sprawling wealth. 

Gold was then discovered in several spots in western 
Victoria in the 1850s; for much of the next half 
century, the western district was, per capita, probably 
the wealthiest place on earth. The grand cathedrals 
and other public buildings in provincial cities such as 
Ballarat and Bendigo were metaphorically built from 
gold. So between wool, gold, and the settlers’ yearning 
for all that was British – such as shooting – many fine 
district woolgrowers enjoyed their most recent wealthy 
period. Quite a few fine vintage guns were bought then 
for ducks and quail, and at least one Rolls Royce 
became a custom farm vehicle! 

Thus, even now, one ought not be too surprised to 
learn that the neighbour may unwittingly have a 
vintage London Best tucked away. Over the 
generations the purchase cost of the gun has long 
been forgotten so that the neglected rabbit basher 
behind the seat of the farm vehicle may just turn out 
to be – gasp! – a Purdey! Most such guns have now 
found their way into “better” homes in the closely-
guarded, thoroughly secured and well-documented 
collections of appreciative and wealthier owners. 
Because of the low value of the Australian dollar, many 
of those exquisite vintage guns found their way to 
North America. 

It seems every shooter, collector or dealer has stories 
of the “best” gun they picked up for a song, the one 
they missed, or the one they’re working on getting. I 
know of two such Purdeys, one Holland and one 
Boswell still in the district – enough to keep fuelling 
the speculation and folklore anyway. But that would be 
telling… 

I would really love to know more of the whereabouts of 
one particular Purdey though…guns made their way to 
Australia during a golden age of British gunmaking. 

Serial droughts, WWI, the great depression, then 
WWII signalled the end of that golden age in the next 

half century. Many of the larger sheep stations 
suffered compulsory acquisition and subdivision to 
offer returned soldiers the opportunity to settle back to 
civilian life as farmers; the contents of the original 
station homesteads – gun rooms included – were often 
sold off at clearing sales. 
A brief economic reprise came in the 1950s when US 
and British Commonwealth troops fighting in Korea’s 
show-bound, mountainous battlefields required wool 
for their uniforms. Wool, famously, peaked at one 
pound sterling to the pound avoirdupois, and Western 
district woolgrowers enjoyed their most recent 
wealthy period. Quite a few fine vintage guns 
were bought then for ducks and quail, and at 
least one Rolls Royce became a custom farm 
vehicle! 
Thus, even now, one ought not be too surprised 
to learn that the neighbour may unwittingly have 
a vintage London Best tucked away. Over the 
generations the purchase cost of the gun has 
long been forgotten so that the neglected rabbit 
basher behind the seat of the farm vehicle may 
just turn out to be – gasp! – a Purdey! Most such 
guns have now found their way into “better” 
homes in the closely-guarded, thoroughly 
secured and well-documented collections of 
appreciative and wealthier owners. Because of 
the low value of the Australian dollar, many of 
those exquisite vintage guns found their way to 
North America. 
It seems every shooter, collector or dealer has 
stories of the “best” gun they picked up for a 
song, the one they missed, or the one they’re 
working on getting. I know of two such Purdeys, 
one Holland and one Boswell still in the district – 
enough to keep fuelling the speculation and 
folklore anyway. But that would be telling… 

I would really love to know more of the 
whereabouts of one particular Purdey though 

 

AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS Pty Ltd 
Additional consignments are now being accepted for  

our 

30TH COLLECTOR’S AUCTION  

on  
Sunday 4th May 2008 commencing at 10.00am  

Eley Park Community Centre 
87 Eley Road, Blackburn South 

Melways Ref. 61-H5 

Contacts: 

Roland Martyn     0428543377 
Rob Lansell   0409348577 
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The Combined Firearms Council of Victoria 
update. 
 
For further information of what the CFCV is all about 
you can access their website - www.cfcv.org.au 
 
 

Guild Invitation –Special Display Night 
 
The display night (Monday 29th October 2007) was 
an outstanding success for both the Vintagers and the 
Guild, with the massive (for the want of a better word) 
display of double barrel guns, many of them cased, 
covering all the tables lining the walls and the centre 
of the Eley Park Community Centre main hall. 
The night provided an ideal opportunity for all of us to 
simply drool over and examine many of those modern, 
vintage and historic doubles that we tend to see “at 
work” at our shoots, in a more relaxed atmosphere, 
that is, without the pressure of having to squad, 
shooting, (scoring?) and the like. 
In addition, there were quite a few doubles of 
considerable interest that had not been seen at our 
shoots previously, and these certainly received the 
attention warranted!!! 
 
We thank Mr Neil Speed for his foresight and vision in 
proposing the night, and to the Committee of 
Management of the Antique and Historical Arms 
Collectors Guild of Victoria Inc., for extending the 
invitation, and working with the Vintagers to promote 
the evening so as to ensure its unqualified success. 
 
Neil is working on some ideas for the theme for a 
similar combined night in 2008. 
 
 

Are Five Barrels Better than Four ? 
 
The earliest of shotguns were built with just a single 
barrel.   
Then, in the flintlock era, two barrels became popular 
for the sporting gun.  The majority were built on the 
side-by-side configuration, but there were the isolated 
few flint and percussion as under-and over. 
With the development of the breech loader there was a 
brief interest in three barrel shot guns.  The barrels 
were positioned side-by-side-by-side, or with one 
barrel above, or below, the other two.  English three 
barrel guns were made by Dickson, Boss, and Green.  
My research has it that only one British gun-maker 
produced guns with four barrels; the renowned Charles 
Lancaster.  The vogue for these three or four barrel 
guns was short lived, I imagine largely due to their 
price, complexity and weight.   
 

In Continental Europe, particularly in Germany and 
Austria, the interest in multi-barrel guns was (and still 
is) far more intense.  Not only are/were guns made in 
three and four barrel, the drilling and the vierling as 
they are generically referred to, but they were/are also 
made with smooth-bored and rifled barrels.  In this 
way, the user has the facility for instant selection of 
either shot or rifle 

In February 1976 I had just settled in Sydney and was 
doing the development work of “getting to know” the 
collectors and dealers, and actually handled and 
photographed a five barrel gun.  It was the most 
unusual gun indeed that I have ever encountered.  
From the side, when closed, it looked as if it was a 
small bore under-and-over.  It was German in style 
and decoration, and I would guess that it was probably 
made in Suhl.  It was a hammer gun with back action 
locks, and a long lever Lefaucheux style locking 
mechanism.  The horn trigger guard was typical and 
delightfully carved with a scroll terminal.  When the 
gun was opened its true complexity was revealed!  
There was a central large bore barrel (possibly8 or 10) 
with two smaller bore barrels either side (possibly12).  
Two much smaller rifled barrels (possibly .450 or .500) 
were positioned on either side of the rib.  A folding 
aperture sight was available for use with the rifle 
barrels. 

With five barrels and only the two locks and two 
hammers, the question arose as to just how to fire all 
the barrels.  The firing pins each have a selector lever 
and by using this, I was able to establish just how the 
four outside barrels could be discharged.  Both myself 
and the Dealer were unable to work out how to fire the 
central barrel! 

The gun was for sale at $4400 (remember that after all 
it was 1976) and was subject to an offer from an 
overseas collector, who I understand eventually 
bought it.  Whilst the price seems relatively reasonable 
today, 31 years ago it was enormous to me, 
particularly following a divorce settlement. 

I often reflect on the gun and in hindsight wish that I 
had applied for a personal loan and purchased it!!!! 
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Firearms (Amendment ) Bill 2007 
 
(Correct at the time of writing this report.) 
 
The parliamentary debate on the Bill has taken place in 
the Lower House, and has gone to and been passed by 
the Upper House on 17th October. 
 
In its present form the Bill does contain some 
significant benefits in particular for the collectors.  
These include: 

• Higher categories of collectors licences 
automatically including lower categories.  
Under this proposal a Category 2 Collectors 
Licence would automatically include the 
Category ! and the Antique Handguns 
Collectors Licence 

• Pre-1900 pistols which take commercially 
available cartridge ammunition will move from 
their present classification under the Antique 
Handgun Collectors Licence to Category 1.  
This will assist in the argument for greatly 
reduced storage conditions applicable to 
Antique Handgun Collectors Licences 

• Those who wish to apply for an Antique 
Handgun Collectors Licence will not have to be 
a member of an approved arms collector 
organization (such as for example, the Antique 
and Historical Arms Collectors Guild of Vic. 
Inc., or the S.S.A.A. Military Collector Club), 
but will be able to apply for that licence 
immediately they become a member. 

 
Unfortunately, and as you would expect, the Bill does 
contain provisions which are certainly not in our 
interests. 
Some of these are: 

• Licence holders being deemed to have received 
letters which the Registry claim that they have 
sent, unless the licence holder can prove that 
he or she has not received the letters. 

• Licence holders will have to notify the Registry 
within 7 days of any occurrence of any change 
to the reason for which a licence has been 
issued.  This means, for example, if you cease 
to be a member of a shooting club (say the 
Vintagers), or collecting club (say the Guild), 
you have given as the the reasons for having 
the licence, you will commit a criminal offence 
if you do not advise the Registry within 7 days.  
Clubs will also commit an offence if they fail to 
notify the Registry within 7 days of a member 
ceasing to be a member. 

 
The above is merely a brief summary of a few of the 
many provisions of the Bill.   

As it stands, the latest the latest version on the site 
(www.legislation.vic.gov.au/) is at 1st July 2007, so all 

the amendments have not been yet incorporated into 
the Act.  When this has been attended to it will be 
simpler to advise you all of the rewarding and 
controversial amendments. 
 
 

Other Side-by-Side Shoots 
 
Other than the Vintagers, the Melbourne Gun Club 
and the Greenvale Field and Game will be hosting 
shoots for side-by-side guns only.  These shoots will be 
open to all and will be scored “off the gun”.  It will not 
be necessary to be a financial member of these clubs 
to enter the events.   
 
As both clubs (and as are many of their respective 
members) have strong working relationships with the 
Vintagers and are always happy for us to use their 
grounds and facilities, we are hopeful that many of you 
turn up on these days to show your support 
 

Melbourne Gun Club 
Victoria Road, Lilydale 

 
50 Target 5 Stand Sporting commencing at 
11.00am 
1st Prize Sash + 2 boxes cartridges 
2nd Prize Sash + 1 box cartridges 
 

Saturday 29th March 2008 
 

Saturday 31st May 2008 
 

Saturday 30th August 2008 
 

Saturday 29th November 2008 
 
Chris Hammond, a loyal Vintager and the ground 
setter for all our previous shoots at the Melbourne Gun 
Club, will be sponsoring the shoot on the 29th March. 
 
 

Greenvale Field and Game 
345 Tantaraboo Road, Willowmavin 

Melway Country map 60 reference F5-6 
 

Saturday 31st May commencing at 12 noon 
 
50 Target simulated graded side-by-side sporting  
 
This event is being sponsored by Rod Pratt, who is also 
a loyal and supportive Vintager. 
 
We are asking each of you to make 
every endeavor to attend the Melbourne 
and the Greenvale grounds as a show of 
solidarity and support.
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Black Powder at Frankston Australian Clay 
Target Club (FACTC) 
 
The FACTC has raised concerns over the use of black 
powder on their grounds, and have requested us to 
advise you of their decisions.  

“Concerns have been raised over the use of black 
powder on the FACTC grounds, with particular 
concern as to the impact of noise on our 
neighbours.  It has been decided that for the 
moment we (FACTC committee) will not impose a 
restriction on the use of black powder.  However, 
we require individuals and/or fellow clubs using 
our grounds to audit the use of black powder and 
impose reasonable use limits for black powder.  
The FACTC will continue to monitor the use of 
black powder and reserves the right to review its 
use in the future and impose whatever 
restrictions if it deems necessary.” 

The FACTC Committee of Management is strong 
supporters of our club and has certainly made an 
extremely generous offer in allowing us to conduct our 
“Black Powder verses Nitro shoot” on 3rd February 
2008.   

They have also requested however, that no black 
powder be used on any Sunday other than our 
gazetted/approved shoot day(s), and if anyone wishes 
to use it on other days, then please restrict the use of 
it until after 12 noon, and then only in moderation. 

Would you please comply with the request from the 
FACTC to limit the use of black powder.   
 

“Close only” counts in Horseshoes! 
 
While “close” may count in fitting horseshoes, when it 
comes to matching ammunition with firearms, “close” 
is never good enough.   

In fact it is downright dangerous.  Just because a 
cartridge/shot-shell may somehow “fit” into the 
chamber, it certainly does not mean it is perfectly safe 
to shoot.  Many unsafe combinations have similar 
chamber and cartridge dimensions.   

In all cases, the rule is crystal clear: BE ABSOLUTELY 
CERTAIN THAT THE AMMUNITION THAT YOU ARE 
USING IS THE SAME CALIBRE OR GAUGE AS THAT 
MARKED ON THE FIREARM BY THE 
MANUFACTURER. 

Firing a cartridge/shot-shell in a firearm not 
chambered for it can result in the cartridge/shot-shell 
rupturing and releasing high pressure gas that can 
damage the gun and seriously injure or even kill the 
shooter and persons nearby.  Carry or pocket 
ammunition only for the gun that you are using.   
 
 

Midland Gun Company Catalogue – 1924 
 
For those of you who requested a photocopy of this 
catalogue, well, we can assure you that your requests 
have certainly not been overlooked, forgotten, or put 
into the “black hole”.  It will be available shortly after 
Xmas or early in the New Year.  The delay has been 
attributed to the relic condition of the catalogue 
requiring that the copying be undertaken by a 
specialist, and at the right price of course! 
 
 

Looking for a Gunsmith who has extensive experience 
with double guns and rifles, give Rolf a call. 

 
 
 

Cobaw Sporting Clays 
www.cobaw.com 

In the magnificent  
Macedon Ranges, one hour  

from Melbourne Airport 

Syndicate and private shooting  
available. 

Try the Cobaw Flush – up to  
200 birds over five drives.   

Great Fun!! 

Design the shoot to suit  
your party. 

 
Shoot@cobaw.com 

(03) 5423 7146 
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Donald Mackintosh Catalogue No. 4 
 
The following advertisements were taken from the 
above catalogue.  We are unsure as to the exact date 
of the catalogue, but have suggested circa 1914 in 
view of the following content: 

• It contains a copy of a testimonial dated 
23/7/1913 from a certain W.R. Grant of 
Meredith, outlining his winning achievements 
on Sparrow, Pigeon, and Starling from 1910 to 
1913 with the gun that Donald Mackintosh 
chose for him.  Sadly, the make of the gun is 
not recorded, but the placement of the 
testimonial strongly suggests that it was a 
William Cashmore Match Gun .especially 
recommended for (live bird) trap shooting  

• The catalogue advertises a Remington Model 
12A which was introduced in 1909 and dropped 
1936. 

• It also advertises the Savage Model 1912, 
which was introduced in 1912 and dropped in 
1916. 

• We go to far safer ground with the advertising 
of the Savage Model 1914, boldly referred to 
as “something new”.  This was manufactured 
from 1914 to 1924. 

 
Hence the assessment of the catalogue circa 1914. 
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Beretta Girl Action – 14th October 2007, 

Melbourne Gun Club 
 
The 14th of October 2007 will pass into history as the 
day that has revolutionized and forever changed the 
Australian Shooting Culture. With shooting sports 
constantly under the threat of more firearms 
restrictions and the perception that shooting is a male 
orientated sport, Beretta Girl Action has to be seen as 
the first positive step towards a new shooting era. 
 
Looking at the statistics, Beretta Australia has created 
a real masterpiece, and has permanently marked our 
favourite sport’s tradition: 350 women shot on the 
day, while 850 general public attended, 4,000 targets 
and 4,000 cartridges were shot, 60 volunteers 
(between Beretta Australia’s employees, Melbourne 
Gun Club Volunteers and Supervisors and Instructors) 
were marshalled and 14 International Athletes from 
different sports participated in the Shooting 
Competition.  
 
Thanks to Greg Chan (Beretta Australia’s General 
Manager) and all the Supervisors and Instructors the 
shooting part of the day went smoothly and 350 
enthusiastic women had their first shot and hit their 
first targets. The Shooting Competition, organized with 
the tremendous contribution of Lauryn and Russell 
Mark, was the main Event of the day, and saw victory 
to the All Stars Team composed of Tamsyn Lewis, Kate 
Quigly and Kirsty Draper (who won the auction for the 
third spot in the team, donating $700 to the McGrath 
Foundation); the Beretta Fashion Parade added value 
and elegance to the day. 
 
Beretta Australia covered everything: a Jumping Castle 
amused children (who came to cheer for their mum!) 
of all ages, while the Beretta Shop allowed all visitors 
to purchase Beretta merchandise and the real star of 
the day: the BGA cap. Thanks to Gloria Cunningham 
for her generous donation and all the women and girls 
who bought the BGA Cap, Beretta Australia donated $ 
2,000 to the McGrath Foundation in support of its fight 
against breast cancer. 
 
Almost 500 free hot meals were served for all the girls 
and women who shot. 
 
Beretta Australia received many enthusiastic emails of 
appreciation from participants who congratulated them 
for the perfect organisation of the day. We are looking 
forward to attending other similar days which will 
involve the participation of new and enthusiastic first 
time shooters.  
 
Days like BGA definitely help our sport to thrive, grow 
and gain a better perception in the eyes of the general 
public.   
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     Antique & Historical Arms Collectors Guild of Victoria Inc. 
                                                      (No. A131993D; ABN 47 417 981 825) 
                                                                                                                         

    
    
                    PATRON 
MAJOR NOEL W. HALL OAM. ED 
 
 
 
Mr Peter Smith, 
President 
Vintagers (Australian Chapter) 
 
30th October 2007 
 
 
Dear Peter, 
 
Double Gun Display Night. 
 
On behalf of the Guild I write to thank you, the Committee of Vintagers and all the members who participated 
so enthusiastically in the display night. 
 
 It was, as all agree, an outstanding success and everybody enjoyed it enormously. 
 
The efforts of Vintagers in procuring such excellent displays, including your own stunning contribution, and 
their great support of the night, are more than appreciated. 
 
Of course, we would love to do it or something similar again! 
 
Very best regards 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
(Ian Turner, 
President) 
 

Box 2976 
Cheltenham, Vic. 3192 
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These financial statements were presented and accepted at the Annual General Meeting of the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc. conducted at the Geelong Clay Target Club on 21st October 2007. 
 
 

Income and Expenditure Statement for the Year to 30th June 2007 
       

Last Year  INCOME  This Year  Variance 
0.00  Cash on Hand   0.00  0 

7608.03  Net Surplus brought forward  9360.77  1,753 
3140.00  Members Subscriptions Annual  3055.00  -85 
2080.00  Members Prepaid Subscriptions  2090.00  10 

822.00  Nominations  1026.00  204 
1249.00  Raffle Proceeds   1443.40  194 

31.96  Bank Interest  29.80  -2 
6000.00  Holland Lunch  14/08/2005  0.00  -6,000 

350.00  Badges  100.00  -250 
495.00  Donation  150.00  -345 

0.00  Ties and Clips  850.00  850 
655.00  Cartridges  670.00  15 

$22,430.99  Total Income  $18,774.97  -3,656 
       
  EXPENDITURE     

21.45  Bank Fees and Permit Fees 15.75   -6 
36.70  Lodgement Fee Annual Stat. 37.60   1 

0.00  Donation to CFCV 500.00   500 
420.00  Shoot Lunches 588.67   169 

6000.00  Holland Lunch 14/08/2005 0.00   -6,000 
3374.71  Insurance 3748.27   374 

250.00  CFCV Membership 250.00   0 
705.46  Photocopying/Newsletter 1612.49   907 

33.00  Equipment/ Hall Hire 354.00   321 
63.85  Stationery 877.19   813 

0.00  Opening stock Ties/Pins 0.00   0 
0.00  Ties/Pins 675.00   675 
0.00  Less Closing Ties/Pins -45.00   -45 

280.00  Opening stock Badges 80.00   -200 
0.00  Badges 0.00   0 

-80.00  Less Closing stock Badges 0.00   80 
188.00  Opening stock cartridges 280.00   92 
655.00  Cartridges 260.00   -395 

-280.00  Less Closing stock Cartridges 0.00   280 
195.25  Website Maint/Registration 248.80   54 
180.00  Ground Fees/diesel 150.00   -30 

0.00  Steel Posts and Token Coins 0.00   0 
415.50  Prizes/Trophies/Hamper/ Engrav. 582.50   167 
611.30  Postage 1190.55   579 

$13,070.22  Total Expenditure   $11,405.82  -1,664 
$9,360.77  Net Surplus  $7,369.15  -1,992 

$22,430.99    $18,774.97   
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  This is represented by;     
0.00  Prepaid Expense (H&H Dinner Bond)  0.00  0 

8850.77  Cash at Bank  7324.15  -1,527 
150.00  Outstanding deposit (banked 3/7/06)  0.00  -150 

  1 x ties   45.00  45 
280.00  2+ x case of cartridges at cost 0.00  -280 

80.00  1 x "Hammers" pins "Gold" at cost 0.00  -80 

0.00  Hammers" pins "Silver" at cost 0.00  0 

$9,360.77    $7,369.15   

       
 
 

S/Gun 1 SHOOT 30/7/2006 @ Geelong     

  52 registered shooters $600.00 Profit   

       
S/Gun 2 SHOOT 17/09/2006  @ Melbourne     

  66 registered shooters $410.00 Profit   
       

S/Gun 3 SHOOT 19/11/2006 @ Frankston     
  64 registered shooters $328.23 Profit   
       

S/Gun 4 SHOOT 18/02/2007 @ Port Phillip     
  51 registered shooters $730.50 Profit   

        
S/Gun 5 SHOOT 30/04/2007  @ Geelong     

  64 registered shooters 805.00 Profit   
       

Rifle 6 SHOOT 17/06/2007  @ Eagle Park     
  27 registered shooters 107.00 Profit   
       

 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual views expressed in 
Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken seriously 
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Committee of Management 
 
President: Peter J Smith 0428 332 781 
V. President: Mark Brenton 0405 517 501 
Secretary: Judith Kent 0408 619 226 
Treasurer: Greg Menzies 0425 705 677 
 
General Committee 
Max Lee  0419 366 558 
John Rowe 0409 192 847 
 
 
 
Fax No.:  (03) 9572 0069 
 
Email:  judithk@bigpond.com 
 
Mailing Address: 
 The Secretary 
 PO Box 269 
 Carnegie   Vic   3163 
 Australia 
 
Website:  www.vintagers.org.au 
 

All correspondence must be addressed to the 
Secretary.  No responsibility will be taken should 

it be handled by any other person. 

 

Patrik would be well known to many of you.  He is a 
foundation life member of our Club and an extremely 
generous supporter of our fund raising activities.  
Please support those who support us, and give Patrik a 
call if you are in the market for a new toy, 
ammunition, or accessories. 
 
The Committee of Management is very grateful for the 
wonderful prizes Patrik donated to the Club throughout 
the past 7 years. 
 
Thank you very much Patrik. 
 
 
 

Wanted - articles are sought! 
We need articles for the Newsletter.  You hear 
this from us all the time and will continue to do 
so.   
 
Without your support in supplying or writing 
articles the Newsletter will sadly reduce in size 
or diminish.  
 
Please forward your articles by fax or by email to 
the Editor/Secretary.  
 
Please note:  If you have already sent in articles 
please don’t be disappointed as it will be placed in the 
next issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


