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Issue No. 28 – June 2008

New Members 

The Committee of Management 
welcomes our new members who have 
recently joined the Vintagers.  We 
sincerely wish Mick Moriarty, John 
Bonnor, Patrick Hughes, Major Noel 
Hall, OAM ED, and David Askland a very 
warm welcome and wish enjoyment 
within the Club as a Member of the 
Vintagers. 
 
 

Exciting News!! 

Some members may know that we have 
been endeavoring to form State 
branches, for a few years, well 
Vintagers, at last it is happening.  We 
have some very enthusiastic friends 
across Bass Strait who wish to 
commence a branch in Tasmania.  It is 
very exciting but early days but we will 
keep members informed as things 
develop.  So watch that space! 

We would like to wish the Tasmania 
branch all the very best.   

There will be more information as 
things progress, so check out the 
website from time to time as news 
happens!  
 

 

President’s Report 

Firstly, we apologise for the lateness of 
this edition.  Our Rifle shoot conducted 
on 20th April at the SSAA (Vic) Ltd 
Eagle Park complex was extremely 
well supported on this occasion.  And it 
did go so far as to prove beyond 
reasonable doubt the point that I am 
often heard to say “that it never rains 
at Eagle Park!”  There were 32 
shooters( a Club record) in attendance 
to take advantage of the four scheduled 
events.  There were even 10 double 
rifles on the line for the “Double Rifle” 
event  These included an extremely 
mint cased W W Greener Ejector in .375 
x 2½” Nitro Express of circa 1909 
making its debut at our shoot.  The 4 
person team scattered clay event, once 
again proved to be extremely popular 
with quite a number of heavy calibre 
centre-fires trying their luck, much to 
the amusement and delight of the 
spectators.  However, the “Africa” shoot 
was the one that had everyone on their 
toes.  Greg Menzies had carefully 
designed and skillfully engineered a 
charging (at 50 metre) Elephant and 
Rhino (well, sort of looked like they 
were charging and looked “big game” if 
you used your imagination, anyway).  

One of our more senior members, Major 
Noel Hall OAM ED, (the sprightly 95 
year old), stole the day with his display 
of marksmanship using a Martini Henry 
artillery carbine (dated 1882 and owned 
by his late father, who purchased it for 
30 shillings including some ammunition 
for it), with original string tied paper 
packets of paper patched black powder 
.577/450 (manufactured by the famous 
Dum-Dum arsenal in 1899, repeat, 
1899), on the charging beasts.  It was 
certainly enough to make those 
extremely dedicated metallic cartridge 
collectors cry in anguish. 
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(President’s Report cont’d) 
Incidentally, all of the highly collectable 
ancient paper patched rounds did detonate, 
although Noel did experience some fired 
case extraction problems, as occasionally 
the odd case or two stuck in the chamber.  
It was quite an experience to draw 
comparisons between the affect of the 
various projectiles on the swinging poles 
(also referred to as the Elephant and the 
Buffalo).  Where as the more modern semi-
jacketed projectiles tendered to strike, drill  
and exit with only a small amount of wood 
damage, those 100+ year old 480 grain 
lead projectiles exited and removed the 
wood as if the pole had been struck from 
behind with a sharp axe.  Noel also brought 
along another fine rifle of historical 
significance, .303/22 built on a P14 action.  
It has a Springfield barrel which had been 
specifically machined for the American 
Marine forces as a training rifle.  The stock 
is Queensland Maple which incidentally, 
Noel carved himself.  Now the significance 
of this particular rifle is that it was used by 
Noel in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics 
Running Deer event.  Unfortunately for 
Noel, it jammed and spoilt his chances of a 
medal, and would you believe it, history 
repeated itself at our shoot; it jammed yet 
again! 

The rifle shoot was followed by our 50 
target sporting clay shoot at the Greenvale 
Branch of the Field and Game on 15th 
June.  This attracted 76 entries.  We were 

indeed fortunate with the weather, and 
permission to use black powder.  We had 
not visited Greenvale for some 3 years and 
sincerely thank Rod Pratt for attending to 
the necessary administrative details 
enabling our Club to use the grounds on a 
Sunday, and use black powder.  As usual, 
there was some exciting “finds” to simply 
drool over whilst waiting for the squads to 
be called.  To start with there was a 
virtually unused cased Westley Richards 
Damascus BLNE circa 1904 retaining almost 
all original finish which had been simply 
“found tucked away and forgotten under a 
bed”; a Dickson Nitro-Damascus Ejector 
circa 1908, which has only recently been re-
united from Africa with its pair after some 
80+ years; a 10 bore W W Greener 
Damascus Ejector Facile Princeps circa 1885 
from the far north of our continent; an 
extremely fine W Atkinson of Lancaster 
hammer gun with wonderful patterned stub 
twist Damascus barrels circa 1880 and a J 
Graham of Inverness hammer gun circa 
1890.  Both the Lancaster and the Graham, 
apart from being exciting finds (“sleepers” 
from Tasmania), were contained in their 
strong leg-of-mutton cases.  A Scott 
Premier Damascus SLNE of circa 1878 also 
made its debut, coming out of retirement 
some 48 years after being acquired by the 
previous Queensland collector/owner.   
Many of you would have no doubt noticed 
that in our previous month newsletter that 
in the section relating to our “Shoot 
Calendar”, for the month of August we had 
recorded a question mark.  Well that 
situation has now been resolved in that the 
August shoot will be at the SSAA (Vic) 
Eagle Park Complex, just up the hill 
from the Big Game Rifle Range, on 
Sunday 31st August.  This will be our 
maiden visit to this layout.  We envisage 
that the cost will be $25 for 50 targets 
inclusive of the standard SSAA ground 
entry fee.  Now that’s real value!  A flyer 
formalizing the details will be forwarded to 
you prior to the date.  Incidentally, we are 
continually monitoring the proposed booking 
for the Geelong shoot of 19th October so as 
to ensure that the grounds will definitely be 
available for our use. 
Well, that’s all from me at present; hope to 
catch up with all of you on 31st August.  
Until then, keep your powder dry.

Committee of Management 
 

President: Peter J Smith 0428 332 781 
V. President Mark Brenton 0405 517 501 
Secretary Judith Kent 0408 619 215 
Treasurer Greg Menzies 0425 705 677 
 
Committee Members 
John Rowe   0409 192 847 
Max Lee    0419 355 558 
 
Facsimile No.  (03) 9572 0069 
 
Email:   judithk@bigpond.com 
 
Mailing Address:  The Secretary 
   PO Box 269 
   Carnegie  Vic  3163 
   Australia 
 
Website:   www.vintagers.org.au 
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Currawong Lakes Trout Fishery & 

Game Park 
By Judith Kent 
 
What a fantastic place! 

I am aware that some Vintagers’ members 
have been to Currawong Lakes shooting 
pheasant, partridges and quail but I have to 
say this is really the best.  I have been to 
most but not all pheasant and partridge 
shooting venues, this is something, so 
tranquil, peaceful and breathtaking 
especially in the early mornings. 
The Game Park is nestled in the heart of the 
east coast highlands not far from Ben 
Lomond (the ski fields), one hour from 
Launceston Airport, and half way between 
Campbell Town and Bicheno. 
I spent a week at this magnificent property 
which is set on approximately 3000 acres of 
privately owned native forest and game 
park. 
There are fully equipped self contained two 
and four bedroom lodges overlooking the 
lakes.  Each lodge has a wood fire and there 
is in-house dining on the banks of 
Currawong Lakes.  The catering is excellent 
and for those who have stayed at the 
Bluebell Inn, this is just as good. 
The shooting is traditional walk up wild bird 

shooting over trained gundogs, guided by 
their keepers.  As you know there are no(?) 
foxes in Tasmania so the birds roam around 
the property.  The dogs are fantastic and 
very good retrievers.   

While I was stalking along side a dead tree 
covered with rushes, the dog handler asked 
me to stop moving for a few minutes as she 
could hear the dog working to flush out a 
‘partridge’.  I stopped at her command and 
seconds later a deer jumped out 10metres 

in front of me.  Some partridge, I must 
say!!  Anyhow the deer turned and look at 
the shooting party and then took off in a 
southerly direction at 200 miles an hour.  
The funniest partridge, I have ever seen…. 
The Park has three lakes, Long Marsh (the 
main lake) Macquarie Lake (the bottom 
lake) and Currawong Lake (the top lake) 
and is managed by a very experienced 
Game Keeper (some would have met him in 
his previous life!) and has several staff 
under him who are also experienced in their 
field. 

Unlike Victoria, Tasmania does not have a 
fox problem and therefore the birds are 
released using traditional English and 
American methods and supported in the 
wild by automatic feeders and cover crops.  
The birds are flushed by the dogs and quite 
often fly in coveys that can take you by 
surprise. 

During my time at the Park, I was walking 
up beside a huge dead tree which had ferns 
covering part of it and hearing the dog 
trying to flush something, out jumped a doe 
10 yards in front of me.  What a shock to 
the system, it took off when it saw me 
(haha), at 150 miles an hour!! 

For the Clay Target Shooting enthusiasts 
there is a sporting layout five stand range 
which is also very challenging.  There are 
approximately fourteen automatic traps 
with variable speeds, angles and overheads 
to suit everyone. 
This range is opened to all licensed and 
unlicensed shooters over the age of sixteen. 
Ammunition is sold at the range of Eley 12 
gauge 2½” for the older guns and 12 gauge 
2¾”, so the Edwardian period guns are 
encouraged.  Black Powder is also 
acceptable but you would have to bring 
your own cartridges. 

The fishing is well established.  For the first 
time in my life I had the privilege of 
observing how fly fishing is done. 
Lessons can be taken at $40 per hour. 

Vintagers, this property is a wonderful 
venue to get away and enjoy yourself with 
bird shooting.   

If members are interested in taking a trip to 
Currawong Lakes, please give me a call and 
I will point you in the right direction for your 
bookings and any other information. 

 



 
 
Issue No. 28 – June 2008  Hammers Back Newsletter 

Vintagers (Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc.  No. A0039954D 
 
Page 4 

Currawong Lakes website address: 
http://www.troutfishtasmania.com.au/ 
 
 

Firearms Amendments Act 2007 

We have received written advise from the 
Victoria Police Licensing Services Division of 
Legislative of two changes specifically 
affecting approved hunting clubs (such as 
the Vintagers) with effect from 1st July 
2008.  These are: 

• The Chief Commissioner will have 
the power to notify the Vintagers of 
her decision to suspend, cancel, or 
not cancel a suspended licence of 
one of its licensed members 
[s18(2)]; and 

• A person does not commit an offence 
under the Firearms Act 1996 if that 
person does not obtain consent to 
possess or carry firearms over 
licensed Crown land to hunt on land 
that is only accessible via the 
licensed Crown land [s35].  Please 
note that section 35 does not negate 
a person’s obligation to obtain 
consent from the Crown land licence 
holder to physically cross the Crown 
land. 

 
And just as a reminder, as the Vintagers is 
an approved hunting club by the Victoria 
Police and as such provides Club members 
with a genuine reason/need for hunting on 
your licence, then your club membership 
(should you elect to use it as the genuine 
reason) must be current at the time of your 
licence application/renewal, and you must 
maintain your Club membership for the 
duration of your firearm licence.  
 
 

Stubble Quail Season Opening, 

April 2008 
By Robert Geddes. 
 
Vintagers John Niddrie, Robert Geddes and 
friend, Tim, with John’s munsterlander, 
Emma, sallied forth to a location on the rich 
volcanic plains of Western Victoria for the 
quail opening.  As a relative novice on quail 
I was looking forward to the day, and 

learning as much as I could off an old hand 
and a good dog. 
After a relatively wet harvest some of the 
stubbles have plenty of green pick and 
regrowth through them, though plenty have 
also been mown short for their straw, and 
they’re all dry underfoot. 

In our first paddock – a very thick, knee-
high weedy wheat stubble – we started 
well: my first shot for the day brought a 
young cock bird to bag; settling after a few 
wild shots and startling pipits and skylarks 
(“no, Tim, the fat little whirring ones…”), 
Tim could have said he’d nailed a classic 
right-and-left for his first quail, were it not 
for the fact that he was using the wrong 
sort of gun! 

We went downhill from there.  My cartridge 
ratio rapidly went from 1:1, to 1:several, to 
1:embarrassing.  Then the ratio plateaued, 
as no more shots were offered.  We wanted 
to take the dog for a swim, but the dam we 
took her to was dry.  So we moved. 
Our next paddock looked similarly promising 
– plenty of cover, some green pick and 
remnant heads amongst it for feed.  So we 
walked.  Through a grassy swamp bed – 
nothing.  Over a rise of stubble – nothing.  
John, ever the optimist, suggested that a 
patch of grass in an uncultivated swampy 
part may hold something.  It did.  Dozens.  
We missed most too, but brought enough to 
bag to keep the dog interested.  We worked 
back towards the vehicles and continued to 
flush good numbers of birds and further 
examples of rotten marksmanship.  Even if 
a good tradesman never blames his tools, 
this master craftsman blames the tools at 
hand made by those dodgy shysters Charles 
Boswell and James Woodward. 

We stopped for lunch and a rest, before 
further travels revealed good numbers of 
birds in patches, and patchy examples of 
good marksmanship.  We shall sharpen up 
and venture forth later in the season when 
other stubbles have been burned, ploughed 
or sprayed, and when more rain has fallen 
to offer feed and moisture to birds pushing 
onto what has proved quite a good spot. 

We took a light bag, but we had a lovely 
walk with some beautiful old guns, in some 
good company.  There is little more one 
could ask for.
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Inspired by experiences over the years 
growing up on a farm, and by interactions 
with (interruptions by?) numerous parties 
on the day are the following notes on some 
of the finer points of quail hunting 
etiquette: 

• One scents, points and flushes quail 
with dogs and uses bags, belts and 
shotguns.  One does not stalk them 
in camouflage, or need “tactical” 
equipment; 

• “Landcruiser spaniels” and “Hilux 
pointers” are not recognised gundog 
breeds; 

• A short discussion on opening 
morning with one landholder is not a 
healthy, mutually beneficial working 
relationship cultivated over years 
and founded on utter respect, 
goodwill and discretion with a rural 
community. 

• If one is granted permission to hunt, 
that means one.  Companionship 
ought to be more than a driveway or 
phone call away. 

• Quail hunting is like “rock, paper, 
scissors”.  Lambing ewes beat quail 
every time; 

• Do not, as a stranger, expect locals 
and landholders hunting in the field 
to divulge how they have gone or 
spontaneously invite you along, to 
you who have gone poorly or who 
have organised nowhere to hunt; 

• It is unseemly to crane one’s neck at 
a gun the holder clearly does not 
want to show you. 

• A party of two or three is company; 
two or three car loads is a crowd;  

• A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing.  One ought not pretend one 
knows people and places to people 
who do know; and 

• Know where you are and how to get 
to the nearest town.  A map may be 
useful. 

 
 

The Year 1908 

What a difference a century makes!  Here 
are some statistics from one hundred years 
ago. 

• The average life expectancy was 47 
years 

• Only 14% of the homes had a 
bathtub 

• Only 8% of the homes had a 
telephone 

• The maximum speed limit in most 
cities was 10 mph 

• The tallest structure in the world was 
the Eiffel Tower 

• The average wage was 22 cents per 
hour 

• The average worker could only 
expect to earn between $200 to 
$400 per year 

• More than 95% of all births took 
place at home 

• 90% of all Doctors had no tertiary 
education and instead they attended 
so-called medical schools 

• Sugar cost 4 cents a pound 
• Most women only washed their hair 

once a month and used Borax or egg 
yolks for shampoo 

• Two out of every 10 adults could not 
read or write 

• Marijuana, heroin, and morphine 
were all available over the counter at 
the local chemist.  Back then, 
pharmacists declared “heroin clears 
the complexion, gives buoyancy to 
the mind, regulates the stomach and 
bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect 
guardian of health 

• The five leading causes of death 
were pneumonia and influenza, 
tuberculosis, diarrhea, heart disease, 
and stroke 

• Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and 
ice tea had not been invented 

• There was no Mother’s Day or 
Father’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual 
views expressed in Hammers Back are not 

necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not 

to be taken seriously 
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Classifieds 

 
AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS Pty 
Ltd 

30TH COLLECTOR’S AUCTION  

on  

5th October 2008 
2008  

Eley Park Community Centre 
87 Eley Road, Blackburn South 

Melways Ref. 61-H5 
 
Contact: 

Rob Lansell 

0409 348 577 
rlansell@netconnect.com.au 
      or  

Roly & Cheryl Martyn 

admin@australianarmsauctions.com 

0428 543 377 
or 03 9848 7951 

 

For Sale 

James Woodward & Sons Best SLE 12 
gauge game gun No 5502. 
 
Completed in July 1901 for Mr J Nicoll; No 2 
of a pair (registered with 
www.matchedpairs.com); Original 29” 
barrels Birmingham re-proved for 2 ¾”, 1 ¼ 
oz, choked approx ¼ and ¼, approx .732 & 
.735, weight with these barrels approx 6 ¾ 
lbs; second set of 30” barrels by Thomas 
Bland & Sons 2 ¾”, 1 ¼ oz Birmingham 
proof, choked F&F, approx .726 and .724, 
weight approx 7lbs; typical best fine 
acanthus scroll engraving, arcaded fences, 
protruding, gold-lined cocking indicators, 
“T” safety catch, PoW grip with horn grip 
cap.  14 ¼” LoP.  Cased, with reproduction 
trade label.  A distinctive, stylish, pre-war 
London best by an esteemed maker. 
 
Offers invited: 
Robert Geddes 
0419 863 651 
geddes.robert.r@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
526-951-00B 
 
 
 

Looking for a Gunsmith who has extensive 
experience with double guns and rifles, give 
Rolf a call. 
 

 
 
Looking for a Stockmaker who has 
extensive experience in making top quality 
stocks and forends. 
 
Call Ross Waghorn on 9779 0318 
 
 
 

Cobaw Shooting Range 

 
Members, Cobaw Sporting Clays is a fun day, 
shooting the Flush.  Why not get a party of 6 to 
8 guns and give Jon Thomas a call or email him 
to arrange an exciting shoot in the beautiful 
Macedon Ranges.  Details are below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cobaw Sporting Clays 
www.cobaw.com 

In the magnificent  
Macedon Ranges, one hour  

from Melbourne Airport 

Syndicate and private shooting  
available. 

Try the Cobaw Flush – up to  
200 birds over five drives.   

Great Fun!! 

Design the shoot to suit  
your party. 

 
Shoot@cobaw.com 

(03) 5423 7146 
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Wanted - articles are sought! 

We need articles for the Newsletter.  
You hear this from us all the time and 
will continue to do so.   

Without your support in supplying or 
writing articles the Newsletter will 
sadly reduce in size or diminish.  
Please forward your articles by fax or 
by email to the Editor/Secretary.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Advertisements Anyone? 

Members who wish to advertise their 
businesses are welcome.  Please send your 
copy and we will place it in Hammers Back 
for everyone to see. 
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May 21, 2008 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
You are cordially invited to attend the Twelve Annual Vintage Cup World Side by Side 
Championship and Exhibition on September 25-28, 2008.  This event will be held at Pintail Point 
Shooting Club in Queenstown, Maryland  U.S.A. 
 
Please join us for Clay shooting, fun and camaraderie. 
 
 
Hammers Back, 
 
 
Raymond Poudrier 
President, Order of Edwardian Gunners 
 
 
The above open invitation has been 
extended to all Members of the Australian 
Chapter from the USA Vintagers’ President, 
Ray Poudrier. 
Any members wishing to attend please don’t 
forget, on your return, we will be eagerly 
waiting to read your story about the trip. 
 
 

Laura, a Champion! 

Laura and her father Eric travelled to Spain 
to attend the World Pigeon Shooting 
Championships, at Somonties (the Kings 
club) situated at the Kings hunting ground 
at El Pardo Madrid Spain. 
 
Laura placed equal fourth in the ladies, the 
highest Australian placed woman at a World 
live bird shoot that we know of. 
 
Laura’s progress in the shooting sport has 
been amazing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scanned copy of the scoreboard 
 
Congratulations Laura! 
 

Shoot Calendar 

Forthcoming Shoots: 
 
31 August 2008 at SSAA Little River 
Sporting Clays Range, Eagle Park, Little 
River. 
30 November 2008 – Melbourne Gun 
Club, Victoria Road, Lilydale 









In recent months, we have explained to various shooting 
groups how voting for the major parties could accidentally 
end up supporting the Greens. 
 
We explained how shooters in the Melbourne’s western 
suburbs who followed the major parties ’how to vote’ cards  
actually helped the Green’s Colleen Hartland get elected 

with their preferences.     
 
If you are not careful, nearly a third of your vote could go 
to the Greens, because of preference deals that the political 
parties make between them. 
 
Fortunately at the last state election, the Country Alliance 
party used its preferences to stop another Greens candidate 
getting elected.   Had it not been for Country Alliance, the 
Greens would now be holding the balance of power in 
parliament.  
 
Don’t forget, the Greens policy is to ban all hunting—ducks, 
deer, quail—the lot! 
 
The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) has advised 
Country Alliance that all parties will need to re-register this 
year.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We need shooters who want to protect the future of 
hunting to help guarantee our re-registration, by joining 
up today.   
 
That’s because the legal requirement is that the VEC receives 
responses from at least 500 of our members when it audits 
our membership—otherwise we can’t contest the next 
election in 2010!  It’s that important. 
 
We are close to meeting that target, but need your support.  If 
you can help us get re-registered, we will be able to make 
sure we keep our right to go hunting. 
 
So, don’t “leave it to the next guy” to support us - because 
he’ll probably do the same! 
 
Make sure your voice counts at the next election by 
supporting Country Alliance today, even if you’ve never 
supported a political cause before. 

Do Nothing And You  
Will Lose Hunting! 

 
Not just that—but we could then lose other shooting sports 
such as target shooting and collecting.   
 
Do your bit to stop the Greens from holding the balance of 
power.   It’ll just cost you $20 to join, which is the cheapest 
investment you can make to keep your sport. 
   
Now is the time to put your hand up and  
protect the future of shooting. 

COUNTRY ALLIANCE 
RURAL - REGIONAL - RECREATIONAL 

Something you can do  

to protect shooting NOW! 

 
I want to join the Country Alliance party 
Membership:             $20.00  
       - and / or Donate:           

$ ………………... 
(Note:  membership fees and donations are tax deductible) 

Are you on the Federal and State electoral rolls ?……………………………………………………………............. 
Are you a member of another registered political party or political party applying for registration? …............... 

Full Name:  Mr / Mrs / Ms…………………………………….……………………. 

 

Address:  ………………………………………………………………………..…………………...……………..................….…...  

Postcode…………. Date of Birth .…/..…/…… (Work)……....……(Home)………....……(Mob)…….……..…........… 

Email:………………….……….………. ……..….…….……..Signature: ………………………………...…......…… 

 (Please circle)                First name Middle name     Surname 

Post with  Country Alliance 

 payment to:         Reply Paid 253,  
          Mitcham Vic 3132     (no stamp needed) 

□ Yes     □ No 

□ Yes     □ No 

JOIN  TODAY 

By becoming a member, you agree to the rules of the Country Alliance.  Authorised by Neil Jenkins, Summit Cres, Ringwood Vic 3134.  Printed as by the printer of this publication. 

Well, since then we’ve received some  

really big news which means: 

We need your help NOW! 

Yes,  


