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New Members 

The Committee of Management welcomes 
our new members who have recently joined 
the Vintagers.  We sincerely wish Simon 
Watson, Damien Conlon, Fred McConnell, 
Ivan R Blackwell, Martin Exelby and Graham 
Richardson, a very warm welcome and we 
wish you all plenty of enjoyment within the 
Club as Members of the Vintagers. 
 

 

President’s Report 

At the time of you receiving this edition of 
“Hammers-Back” you would have already 
received your membership renewal for the 
year to 30th June 2010.  We trust that we will 
once again be favoured with a continuation of 
your loyal support.  Please always bear in 
mind that the Vintagers is recognized and 
certified by the Chief Commissioner of the 
Victoria Police as an approved Shooting Club 
under the provisions of Section 10(3) of the 
Firearms Act 1996 for the purposes of 
demonstrating that your licence is required 
for sport or target shooting, as well as 
hunting.  In other words, being a financial 

member of the Vintagers provides you with 
the continuation of the genuine reason(s) for 
which your licence was issued.  And all this 
for only $30 for single per annum, or $50 for 
family per annum, which is in my humble 
opinion represents real value for money 
when compared with the annual subscriptions 
charged by the various other sporting clubs 
and organisations!  Incidentally, at the time 
of compiling this edition of “Hammers-Back”, 
we have already received 117 renewals and 
it is only early days. 

Now to many of those amongst us, it must 
only just seem like “yesterday” since our 
Club was incorporated, but next year, believe 
it or not, on 24th July 2010, it will be our 10th 
anniversary, and this is quite a milestone.  
In this regard we are seeking your 
expression of ideas/feedback as to how you, 
the members, would prefer to celebrate this 
occasion.  So over to you for your responses!  
We would certainly appreciate knowing what 
you, the members, have in mind for such an 
occasion. 

Our 50 target shoot at the Eagle Park 
complex on 29th March attracted 42 entries 
to what was again regarded as a splendid 
day.  Both John and Nancy Disher (the 
tireless working husband and wife 
combination of Little River Sporting Clays 
Club) went to considerable lengths so as to 
ensure its success.  Sensible targets and 
appealing home cooked/made meals set the 
pattern of the shoot.  And as predicted, it 
was a beautiful day with not a spot of rain in 
sight! 

This was followed by another 50 target event 
on 31st May, this time at the Melbourne Gun 
Club (MGC).  Following the extremely heavy 
early morning fog, the morning rapidly 
progressed to a bright clear day just before 
the first squad was called.  On this occasion 
we attracted 59 entries.  Our thanks goes to 
Chris Hammond, Vintager and Grounds 
Manager/Caretaker of the Melbourne Gun 
Club, for his enthusiasm and considerable 
thought in relation to the various trap 
layouts.  Incidentally, there were four within 
our ranks of the 10 squads who shot perfect 
scores (25/25) in one of the rounds.  We also 
thank the MGC Committee of Management 
for allowing us to use their facilities, and the 
Canteen staff for giving up their Sunday so 
as to ensure that we were all well fed.
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Our next scheduled shoot is the rifle shoot on 
Sunday 19th July at the SSAA Eagle Park 
Complex, Big Game Rifle Range.  At the time 
of writing this report, we are yet to establish 
what the various events will be, but certainly 
the always popular “rapid fire wood chop” 
and the “static clays” will be there.  And just 
a reminder, any nitro/black powder rifle (that 
is legal of course) is welcome.  In other 
words, we can assure you that the humble 
.22 rim-fire Lithgow single shot will be 
equally at home as the British Double 
Express Rifle; (well, sort of, anyway as far as 
we are concerned).  So please do not be 
embarrassed.  The Range has been 
exclusively booked for our use as well as the 
use of the Big Game Rifle Club House for 
your comfort and convenience.  In addition, 
we propose to arrange for some form of 
subsidy in relation to the gate entry fee for 
those who wish to shoot and are not SSAA 
members.  There will be more details in 
regards to this in the shoot flyer. 

The Melbourne Cricket Club Gun Club 
(MCCGC) has dared to challenge the 
Vintagers to a 50 target sporting event to be 
held at Greenvale Field and Game on 
SATURDAY 29th August 2009.  (Note: 
Saturday.  The change of date to the 
Saturday is necessary so as to comply with 
the terms and conditions of Greensvale’s 
operational permit.)  It will be for side-by-
side guns only, with a perpetual trophy in 
the balance, and of course, the honour of the 
Vintagers.  So you can no doubt readily 
understand that it is of the upmost important 
that our Club wins.  It will be contested for 
on an aggregated score off the gun, with no 
reference to grading and the like.  So we 
respectfully suggest that you may need 
plenty of practice in the meantime; do not 
for one minute under estimate the ability of 
those members within the ranks of the 
MCCGC, particularly with Gold Medal winner 
Russell Mark at the helm!   

In closing, I would yet again point out that 
we are in constant need of articles for 
inclusion in our news letters.  So please 
assist!  All contributions will be gratefully 
accepted, and if you wish to remain 
anonymous, well that’s fine too. 

 

Membership Cards 

Members please note that Membership Cards 
for Renewals have been delayed due to 
reprinting.  You will receive them shortly. 

 

 

Boswell Guns Popularity at a Recent 

Clay Target Shoot Competition. 
 
It was of considerable interest to attend a 
recent Frankston Australian Clay Target Club 
shoot at which one event was for 15 target 
“Down-The-Line” using side-by-side guns 
only.  Whilst it is not uncommon for other 
clubs to conduct side-by-side only events, 
what was of particular interest was that five 
(5) Boswell pigeon guns were present and in 
use, all within 2000 serial numbers of each 
other.  All were nitro proofed non-ejectors 
and built on the Anson and Deeley action 
with steel barrels, side clips, cross bolt, and 
flat file-cut top rib.   

One of the Boswells featured sunken panels 
and was retained in a splendid leather case 
which displayed the Charles Boswell trade 
label with reference to London, Sydney, and 
Melbourne.  Very nice indeed and seldom 
seen! 

You just never know what those dedicated 
and serious ACTA registered competition trap 
shooters have tucked away in the gun locker 
behind the competition under/over. 

Incidentally, a Boswell gun won the event. 
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“Banned In America” (and Australia) 

For those amongst us who subscribe to the 
“Double Gun and Single Shot Journal”, there 
is an extremely interesting article appearing 
on page 19 in volume 20 issue 1 of Spring 
2009.  Regrettably due to copyright issues, 
we are unable to reproduce it here, but if you 
know anyone who receives the journal, then 
it is quite worthwhile reading it.  Written by 
Sherman Bell a renowned and highly 
regarded authority on shotguns in the good 
old United States of America, it outlines the 
frustrations of not being legally permitted to 
use shotguns over 10 bore (and this includes 
the 8 bore) guns for waterfowl hunting due 
to what Sherman refers to as an “…outdated 
and unnecessary law – the Federal ban…”.  
Sherman writes that in his opinion the 
fractional difference in the size of the bore 
does not pose a threat to waterfowl and that 
the purpose of the 10 bore and 8 bore 
sporting gun is to effectively harvest one bird 
at a time.  He considers that the number of 
sportsman who could go field with 8’s and 
10’s, should they be legal, would not be 
large, and that those who wished to harvest 
waterfowl with these kinds of basically 
historical guns would be extremely limited to 
a dedicated few who would generally have to 
resort to hand-loading.  Sherman also is of 
the opinion that the users of large bores 
would be amongst the most law abiding on 
the swamps and marshes simply because 
they would be loath to break the law which 
could eventuate in their treasured/valuable 
gun being confiscated.   

The 10 and the 8 are, as you are well aware, 
also illegal for harvesting all species of 
waterfowl in Australia.  There are of course 
those amongst us who cannot comprehend 
why, for example, a Damascus .410 bore, 
loaded with a thimble full of shot, is 
considered perfectly legal to shoot waterfowl, 
while the majestic 8 bore (throwing 2 ounces 
of shot into an effective pattern) is banned.  
After all, the 8 bore is a shoulder mounted 
gun and is certainly not a punt gun, as some 
critics go so far as to describe it. 

What this all leads up to is the following 
article which has been reproduced with the 
kind permission of the Geelong Historical 
Society.  It first appeared in their quarterly 

magazine, the “Investigator” volume 31, 
number 3, September 1996, titled: 

“Market Shooters and the Connewarre 

Lakes” 
This article is particularly appropriate given 
the present controversy over the proposed 
gun legislation of the Howard Government.  
As well as providing details of what was once 
a way of life for many people in the Geelong 
district, it shows that there was in the past a 
steadily increasing restriction on punt gun, as 
far as birds were concerned, seems to have 
been equivalent to today’s automatic 
weapon. 

A complete failure 
In the autumn of 1896 the Geelong 
Advertiser, carrying copy from the August of 
March 20, reported that a consignment of 
Australian wildfowl had finally been cleared 
from the coldstore at London’s Leadenhall 
market.  Some had been sold at one shilling 
per dozen, others, after cumbering the store 
for months had been carted off by the 
sanitary inspector.  “Probably,” the report 
went on, “we shall not see any more 
Australian wildfowl here, as every shipment 
which has arrived so far has been a complete 
failure.”  Such a failure must have been a low 
point of a venerable industry of harvesting 
wild game from its natural environment for 
consignment to commercial markets. 
In the colonial Australian context almost 
anything that could be eaten became fair 
game for market shooters.  One market 
shooter, Horace William Wheelwright, who 
shot for the Melbourne market between 1852 
and 1858 described in his Bush Wanderings 
of a Naturalist (1861) everything from 
kangaroo to possum, quail and duck, 
pigeons, bustard and bittern falling to the 
market gunners.  Around Geelong the Reedy 
and Connewarre lake system was a natural 
haven for water birds, and a fruitful hunting 
ground for both ‘pot shooters’, and market 
shooters. 

Types of guns 
Shotguns were the appropriate weapon for 
use around Connewarre.  During the hey-day 
of market shooting there (the second half of 
the nineteenth century) the guns were 
muzzle-loaders, although during this period
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cartridges and breech-loaders evolved, and 
certainly would have been favoured by those 
who could afford to do so.  A standard game 
gun would have been a 12-bore, weighing 
about seven pounds, held at the shoulder 
and firing a little over one ounce of number 
six shot to a maximum effective range of 
about 50 years.  Under normal conditions 
this was adequate to bring down a single bird 
in flight or a couple of birds huddled close on 
a sandbank.  By varying specifications, the 
gun could have been adapted to different 
ranges, or larger or smaller quarry. 

Gun Classifications 
Shotguns are classified by their barrel 
diameter.  A 12-bore barrel will pass a lead 
ball weighing one-twelfth of one pound, and 
have an internal diameter of .729 of one 
inch.  An 8-bore is larger, taking a ball 
weighing one-eighth of one pound (.835 of 
one inch) and a 20-bore is smaller (.615 of 
one inch).  The larger the bore, the greater 
the safe shot load it can fire.  The lead shot 
pellets fired from the gun may also be varied 
in size or quantity to better adapt to 
particular game or gun.  The standard 
number six shot has 270 pellets per ounce.  
For a goose-sized target number two shot 
(120 per ounce) is needed or even BB shot 
(70 per ounce) may be required.  At the 
other extreme for snipe or quail small shot of 
size eight (counting 450 per ounce) or even 
size 10 (850) may be needed.  There are two 
ballistic factors the gunner must balance to 
secure his quarry: the number of pellets and 
the kinetic energy of each pellet.  Small shot 
delivers denser patters, but big shot better 
retains its striking power. 

A risky procedure 
For the market-shooter driven by economic 
necessity the challenge was always to extend 
his range and his bag, and the temptation 
was there to cram in more powder and shot.  
Doing so was risky.  Excessive loads invite a 
burst gun (or worse) and the ferocious recoil 
from a light shoulder gun is intimidating.  
Wheelwright (p.79) used a single barrel six-
bore with two ounces of shot; a safe but 
cumbersome combination.  It probably 
weighed about 16 pounds and he described it 
as “… quite heavy enough to carry about and 
bring to the shoulder quickly.”  He went on to 
advise a 12-bore as sufficient. 

Duck-punts 
One solution to the problem of heavy guns 
was to build a duck-punt.  AH (Bert) 
Middleton (1882-1970), who lived at ‘Lake 
Bank’, Taits Point, Connewarre, until 1908, 
supplemented his income by market shooting 
using a duck-punt.  Punts were not unlike a 
rowing shell: up to 21 feet long and two feet 
in the beam.  As described by Middleton, the 
widest point was to the front of half-way, 
about eight fee from the bow.  Sides were 
made from six-inch weatherboard.  The floor 
of the punt was half-inch tongue and groove 
timber.  Copper nails were used for fixing. 

A low profile 
With the weatherboard tapered, the thin end 
was used towards the base of the punt, but 
the extreme taper was removed.  To achieve 
sufficient freeboard an additional run of 
timber was fixed to the top edge of the punt, 
giving it a profile of six to seven inches – 
precious little to spare if a breeze got up.  
The punt was moved from place to place by 
poling.  The punt-pole was made from an 11 
feet long piece of 1¼“ by 1¼“ rounded 
timber, and fitted with an inverted ‘V’ of 
timber to use against the mud.  A sail on a 
small mast was also used when conditions 
permitted. 

Stalking possible 
Not only did the duck-punt facilitate use of a 
heavier armoury but it also made it possible 
for the market shooter to stalk his quarry, 
rather than wait for passing shots at ducks or 
geese on the wing.  On large unprotected 
waters like Connewarre waterfowl can form 
into huge rafts of birds on weed-beds or 
mudflats while feeding or resting, exercising 
the security of numbers. 
Patient effort 
To prepare for a stalk with the punt the 
market shooter would survey his prospects 
and plan his approach using a telescope.  
These were said to be bought from sailors in 
port.  (White, 1968, p.24) Exploiting the low 
profile of the punt (six or seven inches) and 
its ability to float in only a couple of inches of 
water, the shooter would lie full-length in the 
punt hundreds of yards from the birds and 
commence his advance, which could take 30 
or 40 minutes of patient effort, arms over the 
side, careful not to splash the hand-paddles. 
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Percy Ling 
Percival J.J. Ling (1895?-1969) who, though 
never a market shooter, grew up and farmed 
beside Lake Connewarre all his life, described 
with feeling the physical effort required to 
edge over the merest shallows: 

“I was getting close [to a raft of ducks] when 
the punt ran aground on sane.  Mud is not so 
bad, it is slippery and you can force the punt 
over it.  But sand, it just grabs.  I dug my 
knuckles into the sand, but it did no good.  I 
could see necks stretching, and I knew the 
birds were going…” (White, 1967, p.81) 

Punt guns 
Having adopted the punt, a market shooter 
opened the way to using quite immense 
‘swivel guns’.  Swivel guns (or punt guns) 
could be cannon-like in their dimensions.  A 
median example had a barrel length of eight 
feet three inches, a bore or 1½ inches 
diameter, a weight of 120 pounds, and a 
capability of firing 22 ounces of shot.  
(Walsingham and Payne-Gallwey, 1887, 
p.281) Swivel guns were so named because 
as muzzle loaders they could be swiveled on 
their own axes for ease of reloading. 

The first punts 
Wheelwright (p.66) wrote, “The year [before 
I came to this country] the first punt that 
ever floated on Melbourne Swamp was built 
in Melbourne Street… in the morning, 
launched in the afternoon, fitted up with an 
old musket, and the birds shot and sold in 
Melbourne before night.  In this winter 
£1000… was cleared by the two men who 
launched this punt.”  The lesson would not 
have been lost on other market shooters.  
Wheelwright, who seems to have not hunted 
closer to Geelong than Skeleton Creek 
“above Williamstown”, wrote, “Above Gelong 
[sic] and on some lagoons near Ballarat, I 
believe two or three punts worked… [Another 
market shooter] Connor, who was certainly 
the best punt shooter here, took [his punt 
and big gun] on a sailing boar… and shot the 
large at the Heads.”  This perhaps was Swan 
Bay. 

Opposition to punt guns 
The potential for these big guns to kill large 
numbers of birds was quickly recognized 
(and probably resented) by the shore 
shooters using only a standard shoulder gun.  
The Geelong Advertiser in January 1867 

reported that “The scarcity of fish at the 
mouth of the Barwon is not attributable to 
netting, but to the big guns used in duck 
shooting, the detonation of which destroys 
the spawn.  If this is the case it is high time 
that the shooting with small cannon should 
be stopped, or we shall soon have neither 
ducks nor fish on or in our waters.”  The 
Game Act of September 1867 tried to 
alleviate the problem by setting a closed 
season, (August 1 to November 30), 
scheduling penalties (£2, plus £5 for exotic 
game like hares or grouse), but placing no 
limits on weapons or bags.  In March 1869 
the Geelong Advertiser reported on progress 
in building a tunnel to control the overflow 
from Lake Modewarre, and mentioned the 
scarcity of ducks, but added this was hardly 
attributable to big guns “…as few are used on 
the lake.” 

British punt guns 
In Britain, where there was a long tradition of 
market shooting, punt gunning was taken up 
by some of the landed gentry and 
aristocracy.  The well-to-do could 
commission the manufacture of well 
engineered punt guns from established 
gunmakers.  Holland and Holland built a 
double barrel breech loading swivel gun, nine 
feet six inches long, weighing 200 pounds, 
firing 20 ounces of shot in each barrel, and 
using in a two-man punt (Walsingham and 
Payne-Gallwey, 1887, p. 276). 

Locally made guns 
Such specifications were clearly beyond the 
pocket of market shooters trying to make a 
living, but, in Geelong, Humble’s foundry is 
said to have made at least one punt gun, and 
perhaps more.  Amongst shooters it was 
agreed that a muzzle loading punt gun could 
be put together from a length of stoppered 
water-pipe, a nipple screwed into the breech, 
and the ignition cap set off with a small claw 
hammer.  Whether many did so, accidents 
happened.  Alex Tait was blinded by shot at 
night. 

Government control 
Objections to the use of large punt-guns 
were held by more than just shore shooters.  
This was reflected in the Game (Amendment 
1884) Act which prohibited any device “… 
known as a swivel or punt gun or with any 
gun other than such guns as are habitually 
raised at arm’s length and fired from the 
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shoulder.”  The fine was £20.  Not 
surprisingly there was some spirited 
resistance, but the ban was repeated in the 
Swivel Gun Act 1887 and the Game Act 1890 
by which it was extended to any “… navigable 
vessel of any kind… having therein or 
attached thereto… a… swivel or punt gun…” 

A formidable gun 
Yet in January 1892 the Geelong Advertiser 
reported that, following complaints by 
Camperdown sportsmen at wanton 
destruction of game by big guns, Mounted 
Constable Quinn attended the water known 
as Koort Koortnong.  There he seized a gun, 
which, while fitted with a stock, its weight 
prevented it being fired from the shoulder.  
“When measured it was found to be six feet 
four inches in length and the barrel was over 
an inch in diameter.  Altogether it was a 
formidable looking gun.” 

A zealous policeman 
But the exponents of big guns persisted, and 
in June 1895 the Geelong Advertiser reported 
that “… a gun of exceptional dimensions…” 
had been seized on Lake Connewarre by 
Mounted Constable Kiley.  The weapon, with 
a barrel length of six feet, and capable of 
firing eight ounces of shot, was fixed to a 
punt with a stretcher behind the stock to 
absorb the recoil.  The farmer from whom it 
was seized was held at revolver point by 
Constable Kiley.  It was 3.00 a.m., it was 
winter, it was dark, it was on shelterless Lake 
Connewarre! 

Development of Gun Rigs 
With punt guns illegal, shooters had to adopt 
new techniques to fill their market shooter 
baskets.   One method involved firing several 
guns almost simultaneously.  Using muzzle 
loading eight bores (each individually legal), 
Middleton set a double barrel and a single 
barrel side by side in a rig on the prow of his 
punt.  Middleton linked the double-gun’s 
triggers by placing a cork between them.  He 
then ran a lanyard from the first gun to the 
second so that the recoil from the first fired 
set off the other gun with only a fractional 
delay.  Finally, he triggered the first gun with 
a lanyard held in his teeth while he lay prone 
paddling with his hands.  Ling employed a 
similar arrangement using a double barrel 
eight-bore and a double barrel 12-bore.  The 
guns sat loose in their rig which rised them 
tumbling overboard at the moment of firing, 

but avoided the Game Act (1890) prohibition 
of any gun not habitually raised at arm’s 
length. 

Four barrels 
Versions of this technique achieved for punt-
gunners the twin objectives of (first) firing a 
large volume of shot necessary for long 
range pattern density, and (second) the use 
of large-sized pellets which retained their 
striking energy over a long distance.  Three 
or four barrels, each loaded with two or three 
ounces of shot fired by a lanyard gripped in 
the gunner’s teeth, rivaled the power of the 
banned punt-guns.  Bert Ash, another 
Connewarre market shooter was reputed to 
use four single barrel guns simultaneously. 

Firing methods 
‘The guns in their rig were set at the desired 
elevation by wedges under their stocks.  The 
recoil was absorbed by a board on which the 
gunner lay, with the plank sprung up behind 
the guns’ stocks by being placed over a 
rolled-up bag.  Ling leveled his guns so that 
some of the shot struck the water in front of 
his target birds, and then skipped low across 
the water.  When a double rig was used, the 
second gun (triggered fractionally later) 
could be aimed four or six feet above the 
quarry to catch quick-jumping birds. 

Powder and shot 
By using a muzzle loader, the shooter could 
vary on the sport just which combination of 
powder and shot he would use.  Middleton in 
the 1890s preferred number two or number 
three shot which he bought at three pence 
per pound in 28 pound bags.  His propellant 
was Curtis and Harvey gunpowder, costing 
six shillings per pound, and measured out for 
the gun in a small cow horn cup. 

Hunting for the Market 
Wheelwright (p.75) favoured night shooting 
for his market trade, and set up his grin with 
a forked stick as a night gun-sight.  He 
described waiting in the waning moonlight 
beside a swampy feeding ground, listening 
for the whistle of wings and the splash of 
landing ducks.  “Now is the moment or 
breathless suspense to the shooter; the gun 
quietly raised, but the birds at first are too 
far, or not well packed… he gets three or four 
in line, and the heavy boom of the gun 
breaks the stillness of the night… Scores of 
birds feeding… out of sight… rise like a clap 
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of thunder.”  Middelton, using the punt for 
market birds from Connewarre, found the 
best shooting in the hour before dawn.  An 
effective strategy he employed was to face 
towards the east so that the early light 
picked up the resting birds.  Using a 
telescope, he could spot birds up to a mile 
away on a moon lit night, and then plan a 
long stalk. 

Decoys used 
Decoy birds were used by the punt gunners 
to attract birds closer.  Ten or twelve decoys 
were laid out: sometimes just a few stones 
on mud, but better were duck wings nailed to 
a block of wood.  Where the water was too 
deep, decoys were placed on adjacent weed 
beds. 

In time for Christmas 
The Game Act 1890 set the opening of the 
season as December 21 to enable shooters to 
catch the Christmas market.  On that day the 
bag might be 100 birds.  The season ran on 
to June 13 for swans and geese, or July 31 
for ducks, quail, pigeons, coot, bustards, and 
numerous other birds. 

Personal knowledge 
Middleton knew the calls of all the birds, and 
could readily identify them at night.  Using 
just his own voice he could sometimes call 
them in.  He could hear coot pitter-pattering 
back across the mud after feeding along the 
shore.  They would then assemble in large 
mobs at the water’s edge where they were a 
vulnerable target for the punt shooter 
approaching from out on the lake.  Middleton 
found the Blind Channel at the western end 
of Connewarre a productive stretch of water. 

The shooters 
Some of the market shooters worked nearly 
full time hunting game, but for most it was a 
supplementary income.  Shooters around the 
turn of the century remembered by Middleton 
were:  Edgar Church, John Church, Bill Long, 
John Middleton (brother), Bob Blyth, Ewan 
Blyth, Sam Polly, Alex Tait, Archie Lewis and 
William Scott.  Another was William Lewis 
who shot the first authenticated Garganey on 
Australian waters. (White, 1968, p.24) 

Special areas 
Shooters tended to have their own areas, 
and preferred to keep ‘foreigners’ out.  
Shooters from Reedy Lake would rather scare 
birds than let guns from the Connewarre side 

have their shot: and the sentiments were 
reciprocated.  However, on Good Friday there 
was usually a ‘social shoot’ organized for 
Ling’s Flat on the eastern shore. 

Big guns and big bags 
Large punt guns were reputed to make huge 
bags and sometimes they did, but probably 
not as frequently as envious shore shooters 
imagined.  Middleton, who used a ‘rig’ but 
never a unt gun, recorded his best single 
shot being 22 birds.  Wheelwright (p.82) 
achieved his best shot by chance.  Loaded 
with a light charge of one ounce of number 
seven shot, he was hunting for snipe along 
Skeleton Creek “above Williamstown”.  
Unexpectedly a mob of Blue-winged 
Shovellers flew past.  At a range of 15 yards 
he fired and brought down eight birds. 

Ling’s best bag 
Ling’s best bag was made on a Geelong Show 
Day.  There were few shooters about, and he 
could see a big mob of ducks gradually 
building up just down from his home.  At his 
father’s urging he charged his double barrel 
eight-bore with four ounces of shot in each 
barrel: a dangerous double overload.  He 
fully loaded his double barrel 12-bore; but 
not excessively, as he knew from experience 
that it was likely to blow the nipples out and 
they were difficult to re-thread.  He made a 
tediously patient approach in his punt, 
tugged the trigger lanyard held in his teeth, 
and picked up 65 birds.  He thought he might 
have lost a few, as the weight sank the punt 
and he had to make a second trip. 

Marketing the game 
Middleton found Grey Teal to be the most 
common duck for market, followed by Black 
duck.  Blue-winged Shovellers were first seen 
about the end of autumn.  Hardhead were 
seen during winter.  He never saw Magpie 
Geese, and very few Cape Barren gees, 
perhaps once only.  It was possible to sell 
almost anything feathered.  Swans needed to 
be young to be really edible, but older birds 
were in demand for mattress stuffing for 
which about 40 birds were required.  Quail 
were never shot for the market by Middleton. 
He had heard of bustards being shot around 
Connewarre in the early days, but never by 
himself.  Coots were appreciated by his 
mother to make Coot pie. 
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Market prices 
Ducks were sent to market at least every 
Thursday, market day for the Geelong farm 
community.  On other days they were sent 
by coach which Middleton met at the 
Connewarre Presbyterian Church corner.  
Others went by basket from the Kensington 
(Leopold) railway station.  Ducks went to 
market unplucked and ungutted and up to 
five days old.  Those ‘a bit gree’ made lower 
prices.  Middleton’s agent was a fishmonger 
by the name of Bailey on the corner of James 
and Ryrie Streets.  Another buyer of game 
for the Melbourne market was Kelly in 
Moorabool street.  Prices obtained, as 
remembered Middleton, were: 
Black Duck 2/6 per pair 
Blue-wings 1/6 “ 
Teal   1/3 “ 
Hardhead 1/6 “ 
Freckled 1/6 “ 
Swans  1/- each 
Golden Plover 1/- per pair 
Sandpiper 2d or 3d pair 
Coot  4d per pair 
Snipe  5/- per pair 

The decline of market shooting 
The failure of frozen Australian game in 
London’s markets in the 1890s was hardly 
surprising given the conditions under which 
birds were gathered for export.  Even in the 
domestic market the food quality must have 
been suspect.  There was also a relentless 
advance of restrictive regulations.  The Game 
Act 1896 expanded the definition of punt 
guns to ban all barrels londer than 42 inches, 
bores greater than eight, guns with more 
than two barrels, exceeding (specified) 
weights, and everything combination of more 
than two guns secured together.  The same 
Act also provided for seizure and destruction 
of any offending weapon without need for a 
warrant. 

Further restrictions 
The Game Act 1912 provided for maximum 
bag limits by regulation and a £50 fine for a 
second punt-gun offence.  The Game Act of 
1915 set aside one-half of all penalties 
recovered to go to the informant.  It also 
limited single barrel guns to eight bore, and 
doubles to 10 bore.  The Game Act 1925 
extended bans on barrel size so that only 12 
bores or smaller were legal. 

The commercial harvesting of game for the 
market was a robust feature of life for 
families who knew the Connewarre and 
Reedy Lakes.  But its time had passed. 

REFERENCES 
Books 
Belcher, Charles F., The Birds of the District 
of Geelong, Australia, Geelong, 1914, 
Griffiths. 
Walsingham, Lord, and Payne-Gallwey, Sir 
Ralph, Shooting: Moor and Marsh, London 
1887, Longmans Green. 
Wheelwright, Horace William, (An Old 
Bushman), Bush Wanderings Of A Naturalist, 
London 1861, Routledge, (Also in facsimile, 
Melbourne, 1979, OUP.) 

Newspapers 
Geelong Advertiser 

Periodicals 
White, J.G.H., “One Charge Downed 60 
Ducks Plus!”, Australian Outdoors, Vol. 37, 
No. 2, April 1967, Sydney, Cavalcade. 
White, J.G.H., “What The Heck’s A 
Garganey?”, Australian Outdoors, Vol. 39, 
No. 3, May 1968, Sydney, Cavalcade. 

Acts of Parliament (Victoria) 
31 Vic 311 Game (1867) 
35 Vic 408 Game (Amendment 1871) 
37 Vic 464 Game (Amendment 1873) 
48 Vic 820 Game (Amendment 1884) 
51 Vic 950 Swivel Gun (1887) 
54 Vic 1095 Game Act 1890 
60 Vic 1463 Game Act 1896 
3 Geo 2373 Game Act 1912 
6 Geo 2658 Game Act 1915 
8 Geo 2893 Game Act 1917 
16 Geo 3398 Game Act 1925 
19 Geo 3689 Game Act 1928 

References to A.H. (Bert) Middleton, and 
Percival J.J. (Perc) Ling are based on notes of 
interviews, letters or other personal 
communications in 1966 or 1967. 
 
 

A Little Gun History 

(The following article appeared in the June 
2009 edition of the Seymour Black Powder 
Club Inc. journal and has been reproduced 
with the kind permission of their Committee 
of Management.)
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In 1929, the Soviet Union established gun 
control.  From 1929 to 1953, about 20 
million dissidents, unable to defend 
themselves, were rounded up and 
exterminated. 

In 1911, Turkey established gun control.  
From 1915 to 1917, 1.5 million Armenians, 
unable to defend themselves, were rounded 
up and exterminated. 

Germany established gun control in 1938 and 
from 1939 to 1945, a total of 13 million Jews 
and others who were unable to defend 
themselves were rounded up and 
exterminated. 

China established gun control in 1935.  From 
1948 to 1952, 20 million political dissidents, 
unable to defend themselves, were rounded 
up and exterminated. 

Guatemala established gun control in 1964.  
From 1964 to 1981, 100,000 Mayan Indians, 
unable to defend themselves, were rounded 
up and exterminated. 

Uganda established gun control in 1970.  
From 1971 to 1979, 300,000 Christians, 
unable to defend themselves, were rounded 
up and exterminated. 

Cambodia established gun control in 1956.  
From 1975 to 1977, one million educated 
people, unable to defend themselves, were 
rounded up and exterminated. 

Defenseless people rounded up and 
exterminated in the 20th Century because of 
gun control: 56 million. 
 
 

Chamber lengths 

Does anyone have a black powder proofed 
shotgun with the chamber length (for 
example, 2½” or 2¾”) marked on the barrels 
or action?  The reason why we are asking is 
that one of our members has a W W Greener, 
serial number 41***, circa 1894 which is 
stamped 2¾” case.  We are wondering if or 
not this was a common practice, bearing in 
mind that it was not mandatory to identify 
and stamp the chamber length until the proof 
laws of 1925 were enacted.   
If you do know, would you kindly let our 
secretary know.   
 

Shoot Calendar 2009 

Forthcoming Shoots and Events for 2009: 
 
 
Sunday 19th July 2009 
Eagle Park, Little River – Confirmed 
(Rifle Shoot) 
 
 
Saturday 29th August 2009 
Greenvale F&GA – Confirmed 
(Vintagers Vs MCCCTC) 
 
 
Sunday 29th November 2009 
Melbourne Gun Club - Confirmed 
(Vintage Cup & Christmas Shoot combined) 
 
 
Monday 30th November 2009 
Combined display night with the Antique & 
Historical Arms Collectors Guild of Vic. Inc. 
 
 
As the Geelong Gun Club has closed its 
doors, we are finding it hard to book clubs 
to hold our shoots, however we may need 
to look at travelling a little further than we 
would like.  The Committee of Management 
is looking at holding an event in 2010 at the 
Ballarat Field & Game grounds which would 
be a pleasant day to include a picnic.   
 
 

Triria for shots 

Copy taken from Country Life, October 15, 
2008 sent to the Editor by Tony Gill 

Glorious stuff 
MR. WILLIAM SCOTT ELLIOT of Arkleton, 
Dumbriesshire, who died aged 91 in 1901 
set a record for having been out on the 
moors shooting grouse in 74 successive 
Twelfths of August, from 1824 to 1898. 

How records started 
THE GUINNESS Book of Records was 
launched as a result of an argument 
following a day’s shooting. 
It was November 1951, and Guinness 
brewery managing director Sir Hugh Beaver



Hammers Back 
The official Newsletter of 

the Vintagers (Australian Chapter) 
Issue No. 32 – June 2009 

 

Vintagers (Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc.  No. A0039954D 
 
Page 10 

was enjoying a day at North Slob in County 
Wexford, Ireland, when the guns began an 
argument over which was the fastest game 
bird in Europe – that golden plover or the 
grouse.  That evening over a glass of 
whisky, Sir Hugh realized it was impossible 
to confirm in reference books which bird 
was faster.  He thought there must be 
numerous questions debated nightly in the 
pubs of Britain and Ireland and realized that 
a book was needed to settle such 
arguments.  And so The Guinness Book of 
Records was born. 
Extracts from ‘The Keen Shot’s Miscellany’ 
by Peter Holt, published by Quiller 
Publishing at £14.95 with free p&p from 
Quiller Publishing (01939 261616) 

Woodcock Trivia 
The expression ‘a feather in his cap’ derives 
from the practice of sportsmen putting the 
pin feather of a woodcock he has shot in his 
cap band.  The tiny feathers have also been 
much sought after by artists who paint 
miniatures. 

Aged keepers out 
The late, great sportsman Lord Leverhulme 
had a rule that if the combined ages of the 
gamekeeper and his employer amounts to 
more than 100, then one of them had to go. 

What is your most difficult shot? 
THE THOUGHTS of some of the most 
elegant shots in Britain were encapsulated 
in an early Edwardian edition of Badminton 
Magazine.  The question was: what sort of 
bird presents the most difficult shot? 
Lord Ripon:  A high pheasant coming down 
wind with a drop and a curl 
Lord Walsingham:  A bird which comes 
straight over your head at a moderate 
height, and which for some reason (e.g. 
empty gun, thick wood ahead) cannot be 
shot when approaching and must be shot 
behind following a quick turn which means 
you instinctively try to shoot under it 
Prince Victor Duleep Singh (son of the 
famous Maharajah):A high dropping 
pheasant with a wind behind and wings 
practically motionless 
Lord Westbury: Cock pheasant dropping 
with-stretched wings and curling away 
Lod Ashburton: A pheasant, 35-40 yards 
away, crossing and dropping with 
motionless wings. 

About the Firearms Appeals 

Committee 
The Firearms Appeals Committee (FAC) 
provides an inexpensive, speedy and 
informal review of most types of firearms 
licensing decisions of the Chief 
Commissioner in circumstances where a 
right of review is given by, or under, the 
Firearms Act 1996. 

The FAC is a statutory appeals body, 
entirely independent of both the 
government and Victoria Police, and is 
established under Part 9 of the Firearms Act 
1996. 

The FAC reviews decisions in regard to: 
• cancellation  
• refusal  
• revocation of a firearm licence or permit  
• the imposition of conditions on permits. 

The Committee can also, on appeal by 
individuals or clubs and organisations, 
review decisions relating to shooting range 
approvals. 

Firearms Appeals Committee 
Application Form  

To lodge an appeal with the Firearms 
Appeals Committee complete a form which 
can be accessed from the website 
(www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+In
ternet/Home/Community+Safety/Weapons/Firearm
s+Application+Form), or call the office (refer 
phone number below)   
For further information of what the FAC 
does, check out the website.  

 
Firearms Appeals Committee 
Department of Justice 
GPO Box 4356QQ 
MELBOURNE VIC 3001 
Ph: (03) 8684 1050 
Fax: (03) 8684 1044 
Enquiries: 
firearmsappeals@justice.vic.gov.au 
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AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTIONS Pty 
Ltd 

30TH COLLECTOR’S AUCTION  

on  

Sunday 4th October 2009 

Eley Park Community Centre 
87 Eley Road, Blackburn South 

Melways Ref. 61-H5 
 
Contact: 

Rob Lansell 

0409 348 577 
rlansell@netconnect.com.au 
      or  

Roly & Cheryl Martyn 

admin@australianarmsauctions.com 

0428 543 377 
or 03 9848 7951 

 

 
 

CURRAWONG LAKES 
FLY FISHING RETREAT & GAME RESERVE 

 
WINGSHOOTING - TASMANIA 

A formal walked up days shooting for Partridge 
Pheasant and Bobwhite Quail 

Parties of up to 6 guns – 1 and 2 day shoots 
Quality Traditional Management – No Bag Limits 

Catering provided in our onsite restaurant “The Sportsmans 
Return” 

4 Star Accommodation 
Enquiries should be directed to our Manager – Fiona King 

 T: +61 3 6381 1148     F: +61 3 6381 1019 
E: trout@currawonglakes.com 
www.currawonglakes.com.au 

 
 

New South Wales Game Licence 

If Vintagers members wish to gain a NSW 
Game Licence, which allows them to hunt in 
NSW, please contact Brian Dungey,  
Ph:  9876 1636 
Email:  melbsec@iprimus.com.au 
 

 
Gunsmith 
Looking for a Gunsmith who has extensive 
experience with double guns and rifles, give 
Rolf a call. 

 
 

Stockmaker  
Looking for a Stockmaker who has 
extensive experience in making top quality 
stocks and forends (hand made). 
 
Call Ross Waghorn on 9779 0318 
 
 
 

Firearms and Accessories 

Boronia Firearms is a great supporter and 
sponsor of the Vintagers since the club’s 
inception. 
 
Please support those who support the Vintagers.   
 

Classifieds 
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Classifieds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cobaw Shooting Range 

Members, Cobaw Sporting Clays is a fun 
day, shooting the Flush.  Why not get a 
party of 6 to 8 guns and give Jon Thomas a 
call or email him to arrange an exciting 
shoot in the beautiful Macedon Ranges.  
Details are below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Horseriding 

 

Cobaw Sporting Clays 
www.cobaw.com 

In the magnificent  
Macedon Ranges, one hour  

from Melbourne Airport 

Syndicate and private shooting  
available. 

Try the Cobaw Flush – up to  
200 clay birds over five drives.   

Great Fun!! 

Design the shoot to suit  
your party. 

 
Shoot@cobaw.com 

(03) 5423 7146 

www.wingshooting.com.au 
Ian Head 0418 356 086 Fax: 03 9775 1917 ianosa@bigpond.com 

world class game & wing shooting expeditions 
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Vintagers Silver Pins for sale 

 
These can be used as a hat pin, tie pin or a 
lapel pin. 
 
Cost:    $25.00 
 
 

Centreway Firearms is a new sponsor of the 
Vintagers.  
 
Please support those who support our Club. 

 
 

Vintagers Ties for sale 

The Vintagers ties are 100% pure silk. 
 
Colours:     Blue with gold hammers, and 

      Yellow with black hammers. 
 
Cost:       $50 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Okamapu guest and hunting farm is situated about 110 km north-east of the international Airport Windhoek 
and within one of the best grazing and game areas of Namibia. 
 
Our total hunting area is about 100 000 ha which offers our hunters any game or landscape. 
 
We also offer a bar and dining room as well as a beauty salon under the charge of Birgit, a pool, a jacuzzi, a 
tennis court with flood lights, table tennis, horse riding, clay pigeon shooting, game watching drives and 
short outings are arranged on request. 
Children are most welcome and we made provision for their entertainment too in order to give you the 
most memorable holidays imaginable. Various Hunting packages are available  
 
 

Contact: Mark Brenton 
Email: smbrenton@aanet.com.au 

Phone: MOB: 0405517501 
A/H: (03) 59953404 

 

Classifieds 
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Help Requested 

 
Benjamin (Ben) Thomas is the former 
Assistant Curator, Arms, at Museum 
Victoria, and currently an Honorary 
Associate of Museum Victoria.  He is the 
Media Officer for the Antique and 
Historical Arms Collectors Guild of 
Victoria, and his collecting interests are 
devoted to James W.Rosier, the 
renowned Melbourne Gunmaker , who 
retired from business in 1916, after being 
some 60 years in business.  In order for 
Ben to continue research on Rosier, 
should you have any gun “Rosier” marked 
on the locks/rib, or any gun with a 
“Rosier” marking generally engraved in 
small letters on the barrel/action/trigger 
tang with “J.R.xxxxx” [number], Ben 
would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
Ben can be contacted on (03) 9484 0162 
or 0432 542 504 or email address 
info@armscollectorsguild.com. 

 
 

Classifieds 
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Bird Shooting in Cornwall 

Are you interested in travelling to the 
beautiful countryside of west England to a 
driven shoot of pheasants and partridges at 
Colquit Estate in Cornwall?  The season 
commences 12 August with 35 days of 
shoots available. 
For further information please contact Judith 
Kent. 0408 619 215. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisements Anyone? 

Members who wish to advertise their 
businesses are welcome.  If you wish to sell 
firearms etc., and would like to advertise them 
in the Hammers Back, you must supply the 
serial number of the firearm, your Firearms 
Licence number and your contact details. 
Please send your copy to the Editor/Secretary 
and we will place it in Hammers Back for 
everyone to see at NO cost. 
 

 
We  are  an  online  bookstore  specialising 
in hunting, firearms and shooting books. 
Vintagers members may be  interested  in 
our  great  range  of  books  about  English 
shooting  traditions,  equipment  and 
practises. 
 
Shopping  from  Hunting  Books  is  easy 
and  secure,  using  credit  card  or  other 
methods of your choice. Buying  from us 
is,  in  most  instances,  cheaper,  quicker 
and  easier  than  importing  these  books 
yourself. Delivery  times are around  two 
weeks  for English  books,  or  a  few days 
for local titles. 
 
Come and have a look at our new online 
store. We’re sure you’ll find something of 
interest! 
 
Place your order on www.HuntingBooks.com.au 

A selection from our extensive range: 
 
Atkin, Grant & Lang, D. Masters 

Best Guns, M. McIntosh 

Boss & Co, D. Dallas 

British Gunmakers 1 & 2, N. Brown 

Cogswell & Harrison, G. Cooley & J. 
Newton 

Game Guns & Rifles,  R. Akehurst 
Heyday of the Shotgun, D. Baker 
Holland & Holland, D. Dallas 

Purdey Gun & Rifle Makers, D. Dallas 
The Best of Holland & Holland, M. 
McIntosh 

The Big Shots: Edwardian Shooting 
Parties, J. G. Ruffer 

The British Sporting Gun & Rifle, D. 
Dallas 
Vintage Guns, D. Haddoke 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The articles, opinions and sometimes unusual views expressed in 
Hammers Back are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers 
(Order of Edwardian Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken seriously 

Classifieds 
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Membership Fees 

There have been several members querying 
why the Vintagers don’t have credit card 
facilities.  The Committee has enquired and 
researched this issue and they have 
concluded that the costs and benefits of 
having the facilities are too costly for our 
small club at this point.  The Committee will 
continue to monitor this annually. 
Please remember for those members who 
have not renewed their membership it is 
time for you to act and send in your fees.   
If you wish to pay your fees by direct 
deposit, the Vintagers Banking details are 
as follows: 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
Branch:  Moonah, Tas 
BSB:  067 100 
Account No.: 1009 7033 
Account Name:  Vintagers Order of 

                Edwardian Gunners 

A reference, such as your membership 
number when making a direct deposit, 
would be appreciated. 
 

 

For Sale 

5 mud & snow tyres 265/74/16 on rims. 
$750.  

Please phone Brian on 9876 1636.

Report on Cobaw Sporting Clays 

Flush and Tower Shoot  
by Fred Bilney 
 
I was a guest of Jon Thomas on the 17th 
June, 2009 at his beautiful property in the 
Macedon Ranges. 

He was supported all afternoon with the 
trapping by George and we were catered 
with fine food and coffee provided by Cate 
after the shoot. 

There were 14 traps set with incoming (but 
not over us) and crossing clays at various 
speeds.  Several towers 2 very high, one 
with 3 traps were set some 300 yards apart 
sending very powerful high birds (but all 
shootable with improved cylinder).  There 
were 4 pegs and 20 guns so we had 5 
relays of 6 minutes, and we each shot 7 
times.  I estimate Jon and George threw 
4,000 + clays in the 3½ hours actual 
shooting time. 

I easily expended 200 rounds in my 42 
minutes with Bob Seip stuffing for me very 
competently.  This was an interesting 
experience for me, as I could easily identify 
with driven live, game bird shooting. This is 
what Jon at Cobaw is simulating in a most 
professional manner, with much emphasis 
on safety. 

With not much change of fate, I could 
probably have followed my Father as a 
gamekeeper on a large Suffolk Estate on 
the East Coast of England.  However, he 
turned the offered job down, and we 
immigrated to Australia in 1952 instead. 

Jon Thomas also has walk up Partridge and 
Pheasant shooting over dogs at various 
times.  I have shot these Partridge in 
Tasmania over dogs and when you hear one 
explode out of cover for the first time it is 
quite something to remember, and they are 
nice to eat! 

Thanks again Jon, Cate and George.  A 
contact is either (Ph: 03 5423 7146) or 
access the website (www.Cobaw.com) 

 

Committee of Management 
 

President: Peter J Smith 0428 332 781 
V. President Mark Brenton 0405 517 501 
Secretary Judith Kent 0408 619 215 
Treasurer Greg Menzies 0425 705 677 
 
Committee Members 
John Rowe   0409 192 847 
Max Lee    0419 366 558 
 
Facsimile No.  (03) 9572 0069 
 
Email:   judithk@bigpond.com 
 
Mailing Address:  The Secretary 
   PO Box 269 
   Carnegie  Vic  3163 
   Australia 
 
Website:   www.vintagers.org.au 
 


